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M Gray the poet has oficn abscrved tome.that if any man
‘were to form a Boolk of what he had feen and heard

him{elf it must.in whatever hand 8.prove a most
ufefal and entertaining one. Waévok.
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PREFACE.

T}us little lounging mifcellany afpires to
the fingular pralfe of bemg beneath all cri-

tlcyin :

For who would break a fly upon tlve wheel ?

- Itis, in tuoft inflances, a mere tranfiript of

literary chit-chat, fm to the prefs in the ori-
ginal carelefs and unftudied expreffion. Ho-
race Walpole was not one of thofe who regard

converfation as an exercife of gladiatorial ta-
lents, or who fudy moral maxims, and ar--
range bons-mots, to be introduced into future

colloguies. - Complete eafe and careleffnefs. be

 vegarded as the chief ‘charms of converfation.
To have employed therefore a more elpvated

| B2 Syle,
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" fyle, or more formal arrarigement, in thefe

trifling pages, would have been fo far from |
an improvement, that it would have deftroyed
their genuine effel. Buffon bas remarked,
that a man’s clothes are a part of the indivi-
dual animal, and pafs into the idea of the cha-
racler. As this work walks forth in defba-
bille, it will afford a more faithful refem-
blance, than if it were pranked in velvet and
gold lace. ' -

If criticifm _can be applied to fuch a pro-
duclionas the prefent, it muft proceed upon a
Jut idea of its feeble nature, and befitating
pretenfions. It cannot be ¢ftimated as a lite-
rary droduction :

'+ Nos bec novimus yffe nibil.

It muft be weighed folely as a tranfeript of
converfation, which may be both amufing and
infiruclive, .and. yet never afpire to: the. re-
Jearch, feletion, and arrangement, meceffary
Jor the public ear. - -
This apology may be requifite for the edi-

+ #or’s difregard of any plan, or connexion of

parts, imthe prefent mifcellany,  which con-
tains anecdotes, remarks, letters, §5c. €,
Jut as_they were regiftered, or bappened to
JStart from memory, or from the drawer. It
would have been a matter of flight toil to
bawe arranged the while under diftinét beads,

bad
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_bad not the abfence of art, and the want of
_arder, been confidered as charms of the land-
Jcape. Maxima eft ars celare artem: but
_bere, as no art was required, there was none
to bé concealed. -~ The native ' graces would
only bave becn infured by the beavy labour of
Sormality. »
" In our language it is believed there is only
one legitimate collection of this kind, the Ta-
ble Talk of Selden—and the form and fize
of this little. wolume is calculated to be ar-
ranged by the curious on the fame [belf. But
JSrom the date.of Luther’s Table Talk (which.
might admit of an interefling abftralt),
down to the latefp French Ana, fuch produc-
tions-bave always been confideréd as “altars e-
refledte merit, as chief téftimonics of literary
¢fteem.  And fo exuberant were Mr. Wal-
pole's mental riches, in the ready cafb of ancc-
dote, wit, gudicious remark, epiftolary .ele-
gance, that bis warmeft' or coldefft friends
need nat tremble at this publication of bis col-
logquial [fentiments. When the idea was fug-
gefted, bis modefly deilined it, on the ground
of the non-importance (as be always infifted)
of his literary character : but he furnifbed .
the editor with many anecdotes, &c. in his
own hand-writing-5 and as the fecret was
buried in the editor’s bofom, Mr. Walpole
himfelf muf? have mentioned it to one or two,
Jors in a letter to Doltor Warton, he juftly
ridicules the idea of bis undertaking fuch a
B3 work

i
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work himfelf. Fulius Cafar and Tacitas
made  collections of the pointed fayings of
others ; but it is no wonder that the idea of
bis preferving his own fhould have appeared
abfurd to a mind fo replete with a fenfe of
decorum and propriety. - As the defign was of
nece/fity pofthumous, -delicacy on the one fide,
.and modcfey -on the other, prevemted its be-
ing mentioned above once or twice; and the

only allufion to it in bis letters, is in that of .

Augufft 1789, * Idonot vnt you to throw
A& few daifies enmy grave,”” ¢, . .

Several fpecimens of this mifcellany bhave
already appeared in .one of our beft literary
Journals*,-and have been favourably receiv-
ed. Itis hoped the work, now publifbed,
complete, will meet with equal candour. 4
Jew other anecdotes may. perbaps arife to me-
mary, o;b be communicated by others ; but i;t
1o cafe fhall the prefent form of one [mall
,«volzmjz; be ext,eeded? fTba":’ditorf of tbefMe-
nagiana td one fmall wolume, fir/t publifbed,
‘added by degrees three others, confifting moftly
of compilations of bis own, a mixture juftly
%0 be reprobated.

Yet, however anxious the probity of an
editor may be, in a collection of this kind, de-
pending much on exacinefs of memory, it is

g impo/~

» ‘Tl';Mml/:{y» Magazine.

-
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impoffible- to avoid mifigkes. A tate:told fof-
teen years ago, may innocently be aferibed to a-
wwrong perfon ; or an expreffion mifiated. Such
unintentional lapfes the reader will forgive ;
nor will be, it 1s hoped, be inclined to blame a
Jew excurfons, ufual in the French Ana, the
introduction. of fhort papers, quotations, We..
" oty referred to, or filently read over, in the
‘veal conferences. - Such a latitude has always
been allowed in mifcellanies of this denomina-
tiom, as tending to emrich and variegate the
original matter.* ~

Some of the letters are very brief, and un-
important ; but - Mr. Walpole's epiftolary
Syle was [o graceful, that even fragments of
it become valuable ; and the reader’s curiofity
may be occgfionally as much gratified by a fhort
note from fuch a pen, as bya finifbed epifile.
Do borrow a metaphor from bis favourite art,
the flighteft fhetch by a mafter-painter will
always be highly valued by connoiffeurs.

OF -the anecdotes, 'c. many, perbaps all,
may have been heard from Mr. Walpole’s
mouth, by numerous other friends befides the
editor. As to apophthegms and jefts, fo few
have pretenfions to real hovelty, that fome of
the frefbeftin our daily papers may be found
in Plutarch and Hierocles. In fuch baubles

' B4 . the

* Mr. Walpole bimfelf has perbaps too much extend -
ed the term ava, by calling a colleBion of poriraits, to
illufirate Sevigné’s me’: Sevigniana.
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the manmer and felection are chiefly to be moi-
ed ; the gold may be as old as Adam, but the
Jabric conflisutes it @ modern tey.

Mr. Walpole made fuch repeated vifits to
Paris, and paffed fo much of his time in the
2 companies there ; be was befides fo fond
of French mannersy, and French beoks ; that
a confiderable fhare of his converfation was
occupied with anecdotes of that foil. Hence
the number of this defeription to be found in
the prefent compilation ; many af which, no
. doubty, may exift in French &::Hzcaﬁom, @ a
bon-mot is never loff in that country; and
Jome be may have ropeated from recent
reading. ' -

’
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH,

IN
" FUGITIVE CRAYONS,
. OF ‘
'HORACE WALPOLE,

EARL OF ORFORD. ./ -

——mD S L

HAD -this- elegant Wwriter, who' united
the good-{enfe of Fontenelle with the attic
falt and graces of Count- Antony Hamil-
ton, compofed - memoirs -of his ‘own life,
an example authorifed -by eminent names
_ancient and modern, every other pen muft
have been dropped in defpair. But his
literary modefty was invincible : his efforts
as an author he always undervalued ;" and
in plain truth, independently -of this: cira-
tater, his life' would have afforded few
and barren materials. An idle life- muft
always be a dull one, in every fenfe.

B Nor .
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Nor need it be concealed that, like Gray
the poet, he was averfe to the degraded
imputation- of -being an author, By foli-
citihg mock fubfcriptions for works, never,
thank' heaven! to be publithed, and by
" other mean and devious devices, the cha-
ralter of author had, about the time.of  his
birth, incurred confiderable contempt.
The fathion of the court, under the firft
and - feeond George, muft alfo have had
its weight with a young man of fafhion,
the fon of their favourite mimfter ; "and
one fuch expreflion as that of the late
Duke of Cumberland to the late Mr. Gib-
bon*, would have effeGtually ftifled all
Mr. Walpol€’s literdry exertions.

In another point of view, the charater of

author was beneath Mr. Walpole’s pretenfi~
ons. Ancient pedigree, high birth- from a
family to-which nobility was the more dear
as it was the recent reward of {uperior me-
rit; continual motion in the firft {pheres of
life, the refpe@ and deference paid taq his
father and family by all the pride and all
the wealth in the land, were confiderati-
ons which few minds could have over-
come ; and it is no wonder that the very
name of Walpole was confidered as an

: - inali-

* Soon .after Gibbon publifhed his laft volumes,
he attended at the duke’s levee, who fatuted him

with this elegant flattery, ¢« What! Mr. Gibbon,
ftill - f{cribble, fcribble #° -+

L eTR
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inalienable. inheritance of fame, which the
dubious celebrity of an author might have
endangered, but could net have increafed.
"The whig ariftocracy, to which Mr: Wal-
pole belonged, never yielded to the tory
ariftocracy in the claims of family pride
and ambition : the favaurite idol, i"ower,
was equally adored by ‘both ; the radical
difference was on what pedeftal to place it,
on .popular liberty, or popular flavery.
Mr. Walpole’s fafbignable life, and re. -
peated .refidences at Paris, foftered thefe
inborn ideas ; and the celebrity of lineage
continued, unfufpetedly, to maintain a
weight far fuperior to the meant and mo-
dern glory of . talents, o
But, as Voltaire told Congreve, ¢ Had
you. been only a private gentleman, I
thould have fpared . this vifit, which arifes
folely from your fame as an author,” fo
Mr. Walpole’s birth and death might have
been limited to a.monumental infcr®tion,
if his mind had not opened a path to a fu-
perior emanation -of fame. By this hn-
mortal claim, he;. who might have flum-
bered in a peerage, afpiresto a nich in the
Biographia Britannica ; if a lively writer,
wearing his own hair, may have any claim
“among. the frizzled wigs of fo many fa-
mous* parfons, -hierarchic - and prefby-
terian. ,
o L Horace
# « Allmen famous in their gemeration,!” {ays

Holy Writ.
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Horace Walpole was born in the year
1717 ; the month and day may be traced
in fome one of the peerages, by any idle
perfon who has got fuch books. A fin-
gular alliance joined his father, a decided
whig, with the daughter of John Shorter,
Efq. the fon of Sir John Shorter, arbi-
trarily appointed mayor of London by the
fpecial favour of James II."Horace was the
third, and youngeft, fon of this marriage.
On the death of this his firft wife, Sir
Robert Walpole wedded Maria  Skerret,
who bore only a daughter, Lady Maria.

Eton fchool imparted the firft literary
tinge to the mind of Horace Walpole, who
here formed his acquaintance with Gray
the: poet, a name everto be eminent,
while genius and literature are revered by
mankind. Abowt the year 1734 both
proceeded to complete their education at
‘Camfyridge. Mr. Walpolewas of King’s
«College ; and his ‘verles in memory of
Henry VI. the founder, dated Feb. 1738,
may be-regarded as- his firft. produétion,
and no unfavourable omen of his future
abilities. , : S

In the fummer of that year, Mr. Wal-
pole, now arrived at majority, was ap-
pointed ‘infpeCtor-general of the exports
and ‘imports ; a place which he foon after
exchanged for the finecure office of ufher
of the - Exchequer, worth three thoufand

’ “ pounds
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pounds a year. Other pofts foon followed,
to the further annual amount, of feven.
teen hundred pounds, his father being
fill in the plenitude of his power.
¢. Not inclining? to enter fo early into poli-
tical buftle and parliamentary life, he pre-
vailed on his fatlier to permit him to tra-
- vel abroad for a few years. Mr. Gray .
was induced to accompany him. They
left England in March 1739, and proceed-
ed to France and Italy. Upon their re.
turn, in May 1741, a difpute arofe at
Reggio, on their route from Florence to
Venice. Mr. Walpole liberally affumed
the blame: but Mr. Gray was certainly
not theé moft pleafant of companions;
and ‘his peculiarities, though thofe of a
man of great genius and erudition, were
Raughty, and.impatient, and intolerant
of tie peculiarities of others. The con.
fcious independence, the -inb6rn prife of
talents, are often moft unfortunate to their
pofleflors ; while torpid, pliant, and even-
"tempered dulnefs fhakes its head at the fol-
1y of wifdom. Except a man abandon
fociety, no- talents can render him inde-
pendent of its forms; and Mr. Walpole
was, in every point of view, intitled to
great deference from Mr. Gray, whofe
temper was more inclined to expeét com-
pliance, than to pay it. If at the fame
time we reflect that Mr. Gray hid thenno
: wreath



xiv BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

wreath of fame, we muff leave his future
reputation out of the eftimate. In any
other fimilar cale we fhould have fiid,
¢ Here is a man travelling in the hwheﬂ:
ftyle, at the expence of another, whofe -
fplendor he fhares ; intreduced by him to.
courts and princes ; in fhort, fo-much-eles
vated, that his head becomes gldd fos
that he quarrels for fome trifle with his
liberal benefactor ;. and, by the ill remper.
'~ of an hour, forfe:ts his favour for life,
and rums all his own reafonable expetta-.
tons.”” There can, indeed, be no doubt;
that, had it ‘not been for thxs idle indul«
gence of his own haughty temper, Mr.
Gray would immediately on- his return:
have received, as ufual, a penfion or of..
fice from Sir Robert Wa]pole and it is
probable that fome peevith exprefliony of -
conteppt of any fuch rémuneration,
plac® an infuperable bar betwixt him and
hlS friend’s intentions.

To leave thefe painful reﬂe&lons on the
weaknefs of a man of talents, Mr. Wal-"
pole, upon his return, appears as member
of parliament for Callington in Cornwall ;
and in March 1742 he made an ammated'
fpeech in defence of his father, when a
committee of fecrecy was agitated, in or-
der to examine the condu of the minifter.
He feems, however, to have been d}ﬂ'a-'
: tlsﬁed with his own powers of oratory, as

he
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he was afterwards a filent fenator, . though
his political - exiftence continued,. as mem.
ber. for Caftle Rifing in Norfolk in 1747,
and for King’s Lynn in 1754 and 1761,
His “ Counter-Addrefs to the Public, on
the late Difmiffion of a General Officer”

- (Conway), appeared in 1764. That ge-

neral enjoyed the particular intimacy of
Mr. Walpole, as a- friend and: relation,
for a long feries of years, as appears from
the large correfpondence lately publithed.
The {cene of politics was clofed, in 1767,
by a letter addrefied to the Mayor of Lynn;
announcing the intention of retiring from

_ parliament. - The chief heads of this maf-

culine epiftle are, that a warm conteft was
apprehended, in eonfequence: of minifte
rial corruption, which he fears fwill end
in the ruin of this conftitution and coun-
try ;> and- that he withed :-to preferve
the peace of the borengh; whikh he
had reprefented in -two parliaments, with.

. out offering,-orbeing afked for, the fmall-

eft gratification by any-one¢ of his centti-

- tuents ;- that, after- having fitten above

five.and twenty years in parliament, he

can fafely fay, that he has never afked nor .

received a peffonal favour. from any minif-
ter, but has been ‘guided folely by the
principles of -the revolutian; which plac-
ed the prefent family on the throne.

' Though

T
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Though Mr. Walpole thus clofed his
gublic part in politics, yet he continued to
e confulted by the leaders of oppofition,
a diftin&tion due to his name, age, and ex-
perience. Heis believed to have approved,
if not advifed, the noted coalition of North
and Fox. But henever fuffered felf-inter-
eft to interfere on fuch occafions; he was
a firm and fteady fupporter of the caufe of
freedom, till the French revolution, or fub-
verfion, as Mr. Gibbon emphatically ftyles
it in his pofthumous works, thook and em-
broiled all the former opinions of mankind.
The decree for the abolition of nobility
confpired with his own acceflien to the
peerage of Orford, to excite a decided en-
mity againft that revolution; and infenfi-
bly againft its pretence of freedom. An
old man of feventy-three could fcarcely be
expected to facrifice all his former ideas to
thofe tew and untried experiments; and
even a democrat, if he poflels common can-
.dour, ‘will not blame the Earl of Orford -
forfheltering his-aged laurels under the
Royal Oak. The progrefs of his ideas on
this occafien may be the more eafily traced,
if we refle& that, from the firft, he thew-
ed a cordial contempt of Rouffeau, and
the other French pbiqu?fbe:, fo much re-
vered by the revolutionifts : ‘accuftomed to
eftimate man by his only real ftandards, of
. hittory
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hiftory and experience, he abhorred the
extravagant ignorance of their theories,
and their mad attempts to unite the totally
difcordant princi[l»les of reafon and atheifm.
Himfelfa rational and experimental philo-
fopher, he preferred an old fyftem under
which many nations had flourithed, to
‘theories beautiful in appearance, but which
might lead to deftruétion. A plain houfe,
on a folid foil, was juftly elteemed more
comfortable than a palace on a land of
earthquakes. He always thoughta mon-
arch neceffary to public freedom, nufguam
gratior libertas quam fub rege pio: but on
the other hand; he regardeﬁ publie liberty
as the chief ornament and fecurity of the
throne, which defpotifm might render
odious, and even endanger its fall. 'Thofe
felf-interefted fycophants, commonly fty.
led friends of ‘a king, were by Mr. Wal.
pole execrated as his chief and moft deci-
ded foes. His paolitics were, like his reli-
gion, moderate and rational, not enthufi-
aftic. Heat all times hated democracy,
which he confidered as a theory too refined
for human nature; and fubordination of
ranks was with him the golden chain of
Homer. Human life he viewed as a fe.
ries of unavoidable errors and paffions,
founded on deceitful appearances, moral
~and phyfical : he did not choofe to an;tg- :
mife
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mife his miftrefs, nor toufe truth as an in.
ftrument of torment and diforder. With
him - there remained no doubt that the
mafs of mankind were, of abfolute necef-
fity, doomed fo ignorance; and that the
new mirrors of reafon might dazzle the
populace by a few flathing beams, but ne-
ver could diftribute a regular, continual
light. He highly approved a faying of

Gibben to the Editor, ¢ Thofe tenets may
make the people giddy, but' cannot en-
lighten or invigorate them. You or I may
venture on a fingle glafs of liqueur; but
what would be the confequence if we
opened hogtheads of it to the people in
the ftreet ‘

-So much for Mr. Walpole’s political
opinions, which form an eflential part of
his boigraphy: and to have omitted them,
even in this feeble fketch, might have been
confidered as a parallel abfurdity to that
of Mallet, who is faid to have written the
life of Bacon, without refletting that-he
was a philofopher. .

- Mr. Walpole’s putfuits, as a connoif-
feur, and as a man of letters, remain to
be confidered. »

- In 1747 he purchafed a Imall tenement
at Strawberry-hill, near Twitkenham,
which he afterwards altered and' enlarged:
in the Gothic tafte of building; and.crow;lc-l-
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.ed the apartments with fuch a profufion
-of paintings and curiofities, ancient and
modern, that it may be regarded as one
of the moft interefting refidences in Eng-
land. His fortune, unincumbered with
matrimonial expences, or fathionable ex-
.travagances, enabled him to eret a moft
laudable monument -of his love of the arts.
He ufed to term it a paper houfe, the walls
being very flight, and the: roof not the
anoft {fecure in heavy rainsj but in view-
-ing the apartments, particularly the mag-
.nificent gallery, all fuch ideas vanifhed n
admiration. The library, and the dinin
Jparlour, were built in 1753; the gallery,
round tower, great cloifter, and cabinet,
in 1760 and 1761 ; not to mention later
.additions. : .
. I know not if Mr. Bateman’s monaftery
at Old Windfor were prior in order of
time, but it has more uniformity of defign.
Not to mention minute difcordances,
there are feveral parts of Strawberry-hill
which belong to the religious, and others
to the caftellated form of Gothic architec-
ture. But fuch is the general effe&, that
pleafure fuperfedes cénfure, and criticifm
withes to be deceived. '
In 1757 Mr. Walpole here -opened a
printing prefs ; the firft publication being
the two fublime odes of Gray, with who}tln
o e
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he had renewed his acquaintance in 1744°.
‘Their fubfequent letters, indeed, befpesk
a complete intimacy. The next publica-
tions were the tranflation of a part of
Hentzner’s Travels—and Mr. Walpole’s
Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors,
and fugitive Pieces. So early as 1747 he
~ had appeared as an author, in the Aides
Walpoliane, “or defeription of his father’s -
houfe at Houghton in Norfolk.

A catalogue of the Strawberry-hill pub- -
lications will be found in the Appendix
to this volume. But, in eftimating Mr.
Walpole's literary character, it. becomes
indifpenfible to offer a brief review of his
chiet produétions. -

His poetry feldom: rifes above the mid-
dling, %ut has feveral forcible lines, and
elegant turns of expreffion. Thefe re-
marks are confined to his Fugitive Pieces,
for in the Myfterious -Mother he afpires to
the praife cf real gemus, by the ftreng,
charalterittic, and appropriated language ;
by afkilful anatomy of the human heart
and paffions ; and by a ftriking originality,
which pervades and animates the whole:

In

* The name of the firk printer, I fuppole, was
William Robinfon, who appears in ¢ Spence's Par-
alle,” S H 17%8. The laft printer was Mr. Kir-
Sﬂte, whofe modeft merit was fupplanted in Lord

rford’s will by intriguing impudence, as always
happens, ‘
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In the fame clafs may be eftimated the
Caftle of Otranto, which, however, has’
rather the wildnefs of Savaltor Rofa,
than the grand genius of Michael Angelo.
It raifes .expeftations which are not %ra-
tified~—one reads it once——one is difap--
pointed, and returns to it no ore. It
has meverthelefs the merit of originality ; -
and, if the fpeCires raifed fometimes n-
jure the magician, . they at leaft prove
the power .of shis art. ~Two objeltions
have been -flarted, that it .firft appeared
as a literary ,forgeﬂry, as a tranflation from
the ltalian by one Marthall ; and that it
led the way to maney .wild romances that
have followed. , -

1. If a literary forgery -pervert no real -

fa& in hiftery or antiquities; but be - -

merely calculated to pleafe the reader,
in the paths of poetry and romance, it
is innocent. A rigid cenfor, at a time
when-he is perhaps himfelf .indulging in
¢¢ hatred, malice, and . all. uncharitable-
nefs,” thould. ferioufly examine whether
the blame be not more noxious than the
offence. .In the SpeQator, . No. 542, the
reader may confult Mr. Addifon’s vindi-
cation of fuch innocent frauds.: and the
morality of Addifon may be confidered
as the refletion of a meft clear and un-
ftained mlrror.

. 2. The
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2. The other objectiori fuppofes that
novels, or reprefentations of real life,

are preferable to romances, or pitures of-

an imaginary exiftence. This it denied.
Novels, both in France and England,
have proved a public bane, deftruftive of
female duties and morals, fubverfive of
every idea of the dull realities of life =
and calculated, by falfe piGures of vifion-
ary happinefs, to excite difcontent at the
atual and trivial fcenes of human ex-
iftence.. While life itfelf prefents fo ma-
ny cares and pangs, the mind, inftead of
being prepared to bear them with forti-
tude, is diffolved .in imaginary fenfibili-

ties——novels impart a kind of new fenfe"

of things, which fenfe of things, as-it
never-can be gratified, ‘is an infallible path
. to mifery, is the grand fecret of being
unhappy. - Pages might be written on
this topic ; but it is far from the prefent

intention to cenfure all novels. Man{ ;

are exquifite compofitions for minds al-
ready formed; and ‘a.few may even be

entrufled to- untkilful youth. Romances, *

on the contrary, as' they depitt no fcenes

of real life, 'can -never miflead.© Young -
minds may feek, and find where .they do :
not.exift, cruel fathers, harfh hufbands .
and , byothers,* dying - fwains, innocent a- -
dulteries, &c. &c.; but even infaney-will -

rarely believe in flying horfes, magical
: ' palaces,

.,

-




BJOGRARHICAL SKETCH« Xtisg

. palaces; .and all the unfubﬁanml fabric of
romance. The oneis ftudied and revolv.
~ ed, as a real delineation of life ; while
- the other, far too wild for any fuch fup-
pofition, only ftrikes for a moment, like
the unreal creations of a magical lan-
thorn. Romance prefents a cup of {light
' and momentary intoxication, while the
- other holds 3 philtre that deranges the
- imagination for life. -
. In briefly confidering Mr. Walpole’s.
. other prafe works, -the Catalogue of
" Royal and Noble. Authors firft eftablithed .
~ his reputation,. as a moft agreeable col-
: leftor of anecdotes, , It is, however, ofw
- ten maccurate and incomplete, In treat.;
ing antiquarian fubjets extreme accuracy
is required ; .and extreme accuracy is un~
attainable, except ,by: extenfive reading,
. and fedulous- labour; Fafhionable com-
. pany, and luzarious eafe, are not fchools-
| of accuracy; and the 4 Hiftoric Doubts
' concerning  Richard IIL” prefent melan-:
choly proofs of this: truth. : Even in the.
- recent anecdates of :the Memoits de'Gram.’
?mont ‘Mr.. Walpale {fometimes cmbroxled
lusauthorh vadical miftakes. - : :
. Thofe wor,ks ‘of - Mr; Walpole;- which,
will prabgbly be. reprinted : for -centuries-
* to come, are his Letters, The Myfterious
Mother, and The Anecdotes-of Painting’

in England. If the metaphor be not
e quaint,



xXIV BTOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

quaint; the laft may be confidered as the
bafis of his column of celebrity, the let-
ters as the fhaft, the tragedy as a finith-
ed capital. The amiable eale, and play-
ful elegance, the ftriking expreflion, rea-
dy fenfe, and graceful turns of his lan-
guage, were fingularly adapted to epifto-
lary correfpondence. '

In oyr eftimate of thofe works, which’
have furvived expiring generations, and
withftood the fhock of dicordant centu-
ries, utility goes hand in hand with ge-
nius, The ufeful page of the ancient
compiler is placed on the fame fhelf of
antiquity, with the original creation of
talent. Pliny’s Natural Hiftory, for ex-
ample, the amazing compilation of aman
of rank, of a bufy ftatefman, is revered
as a claffical produétion,"as an exuberant
treafure of ancient knowledge. A mo-
dern author needs never hefitate to reft
his chief fame on fo ufeful a compilation
as the Anecdotes of Painting in England."
It is true the materials were chiefly col-
leCted by Vertue, as thofe of Voltaire’s
Hiftoire Generale were by a Benedi®tine
monk. Private curiofity may colle® ma-
terials, and form plans : the merit lies in
offering them to general ufe ; the perpet-
ual praife in fecuring their perpetual ‘ex-
iftenee. o

Even
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Even in this work a few miftakes, chief-
ly chronological, might be corretted ;
but they are fo few, that'the work will
ever be perufed with delight, even by the
moft learned reader. Itis not only anen-
tertaining and inftruétive book, but has
a national merit, in contributing to re-
vive and encourage a general tafte for the
fine arts.

- Inthe fourth volume of this interefting
produétion appeared the Eflay on modern
Gardening, written in 1770. The edi-
tor fuggelted to Mr. Walpole a fingular
paflage in Tacitus, which loudly indicates
Nero as the foynder of this new art.
Mr. Walpole feemed much ftruck with it,
and faid he would infert it in the next
edition ; but he changed his mind, proba-
bly not liking fuch. a founder. Qet if
pofterity find a famine arife from the ex-
tent of our.artificial waters, and forefts,
and delicious deferts, created at the ex-
pence of unpiGurefque ,corn.fields, Nero
may perhaps reclaim his honours. The
paflage .is fhort. <“Ceterum Nero ufus
eft patrige ruinis, extruxitque domum, in
quo haud perinde gemmz et aurum mira-
culo eflent, folita pridem et luxu vulgata,
quam arva, et ftagna; et, in modum fo-
litudinum, hinc filve, inde aperta fpatia
et profpectus: miagiftris et. machinatoribus
Severo et Celere, quibus .ingenium et au-
' C dacia

~
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dacia erat etiam quz natura denegaviffet
per artem tentae, et viribus prineipis in-
ludere.” Ann. xv. 42. Which may be
- thus tranflated : < Moreover, Nero avail-
ed himfelf of the ruins of his country,
and erefted a palace, in which gems and
%dd pfual and vulgar luxuries, were not
o much to be admired, as the lawns and
lakes, and, in the manner of deferts,
here woods, there open fpaces and prof-
pects: the mafters and contrivers being
Celer and Severus, who poflefled genius
and enterprife to attempt by art what na-
ture had denjed, and to fpread delufions
with princely magnificence.”
The other incidents of Mr. Walpole s
life prefent Jittle to intereft an indifferent
~teader, JIn 1749 it was nearly clofed by
the piftol of Maclean the highwayman,
which went ioff by accident, after he had.
robbed our author, who has told the fto-
_ 1y, in hig pfual pleafing manner, in a
paper in the World, His fuppofed let-
ter, from the King of Pruffia to Roufleau,
in 1766, is a good fpecimen of dry hu-
mour ; but it inflamed the difpute be-
tween that unhappy pbilsfapbe and David
Hume, who was fuppofed an affociate in
the plot. Roufleau’s extreme nervous
irritability (often the foil of great genius)
was the curfe of his exiftence; and his
whole life was embittered by a tinQure

of
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of ‘infanify, a peevith dream of imaginary -

evils, and defigns againft his infatuated
felf-importance. The powers of medi-
cine, compofing draughts of camphor and
opium, baths and fumigations, would
have had more effet than all the noftrums
of modern philofophy. But it is clear from
his Confeflions that his madnefs (he owns
that he left England'in a fit of infanity)
was like that of a Swedenborg, of a non-
" defeript kind ; that all his nonentities ap-
pearing to him realities, he never confult-
ed phyficians, who, by calming the
nerves, and ftrengthening the frame,

might have convinced him that a philofgphe
is only a kind of violin, which founds as |

it happens to be tuned.

-Upon this philofophical fiddle Hume

played in the moft tender and pathetic
ftyle ; but the ftrings were loofe; and the
' frame, " though an exquifite ‘Cremona,

 was injured, fo that difcords alone were -

heard. Thofe difcords were certainly
not appeafed by Mr. Walpole ; whofe let-
. tets to David on this occafion defervedly
aftonithed that real, mild, unfanatic, un-

enthufiaftic, -and univerfally tolerant, .
philofopher, as betraying a contempt of -

letters and philofophy totally unworthy

of their author. To judge of a man’s .
' real and fixed opinions, from a fplenetic -

- expreflion, or temporary effufion, would
- . C2 be
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be molt unjoft. Yét if the reader wilt
recur to. the commmencenvent of this flighit
biography, he will difcover the clue of
Mr. Walpole’s fentiments, which Hume
hid nmot fafficient intinacy nor opperti-
nities to vbfetve. The pride of birth and
ratik, which the pbilofophes, ind Roufleau
in particujar, attempted to level as ad-
ventitivus and abfurd, were ever in Mr,
Walpole’s eye far paramount to the fame
of arts, letters, or philofophy. Alcibi.
adés wis, with him, a perfonage greatly
fuperior to Socrates: angels, and peoplé
of rank, .were created; vulgar people,
vulgar painters, vulgar authors, were
made, God knows how, on the fifth day
of the creation, though the event was.be-
neath the notice of any bible, richly
bound and gile. -~ -~

‘Another incident, which mnft not be
omitted, s the unfortunate affair of Chat.
tertont. In this Mr. Walpole has certains
ly been blamed for mere contingencies,.
which no benevolence nor prudence tould
have forefeen or prevented, Was he to
forefee  that Chatterton fhould evinocg
great abilities ; or that a perfon who be.
gan the acquaintance by fending a notoz
ridus - forgery, was neverthelefs to turn
out worthy of patronage? Had Mr. Wal-
pole procured an office for Chatterton,
might not-thie youth’s violent “pailions

‘ have

.
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have {quandered its produce, and. the
fame. cataftrophe haye occurred ! ‘But his
_own Vindicagrion will fuficiently fatisfy
. apy.-candid perfon on this head ; apd the
charge .would aever have beeg heard,

had it not been founded by two defcrxp4
tions of prejudiced petfons, thofe epthu«,
ﬁa{ts who belicved in Rowley’s authen-
ticity, or who regarded Chatterton’s Po-
ems (now forgotten) ‘as chief efforts of
. genius ; and thofe who eagerly fought
to gratify their enmity againi} K/(r Wil
pole for his negle@® of ‘them or their writ-

The forgery of Rowley’s fuppofed Po-
. gTMS not on?y violated many facls in hiffo-

#y apd aptiquities, but proceeded fo far
. as the fabrxcanon of preteqded ancient
. parchments. [t is therefore jultly to be

condemned ; but that jt Thould unpofe on

any mmn of coyumon learning is wonder-
. ful. The ertho raphy, or cacography,
. Ryle, ‘manner, &c. &c. of the Englilh

language, in the relgns of Henry V. apd
~ VL are fo remote from the mock Sagon
. of Rowley, -that they are precifely the
. fame with thofe in the reign of Henry

VIIL a century after, as any. pe,rfon, who
) w1ll take the troubl_e of examining papgrs

and letters of thofe perjods, will 1mqu1
. _4tel)’ pexcexve.

C3  More
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More relevant to the prefent memoir is
an obfervation, arifing from the tranfac-
tion with Chatterton. A more grofs er-
ror never prevailed than that which was
generally adopted during Mr. Walpole’s
life, and which alone led Chatterton to
apply to him; namely, that he was a

beneficent patron of artifts and men of . |

letters. .

* Mr. Walpole was of a benignant and
charitable difpofition, but no-man ever
exifted who had lefs of the chara&er of
a patron. He has fomewhere faid that an
artift has pencils, and an author has pens,
and the public muft reward them as it
- happens. He might have added, in ftri&t
charalter, that pofts and penfions, and
even prefents, were the allotted and eter-
nal perquifites of perfons of quality—the
© manna of the chofen people.

" As to artifts, he paid them what they
earngd; and he commonly employed
" mean ones, that the reward might be the
fmaller. The portraits in the Anecdotes
' of Painting difgrace the work; and a
monument confecrated to the arts is deeply
“infcribed with the chilling pepury of their
- fuppofed patron. Yet no oxe was more
- proneé to cenfure fuch 1rnperfe&1ons in the
: produ&lgns of others.

* As to authors, it would be truly dlfﬁ-
cult to point out one who received any

: folid
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folid pecuniary patronage from Mr. Wal-
pole. His praife was valuable ; but the
powers of his voice were not extenfive,
and never called forth diftant echoes.
Chatterton could not expeét what neither
Gray, - nor Mafon, nor other favourite
men of genius, had ever feen. With an
income of about five thoufand pounds &
year, a mere pittance for a perfon of his
birth and rank, it is no wonder ‘that po-
verty prevented him from ever giving fif-
ty pounds; or even five, to any man of °
talents ; for he confidered an alcetic life
as very beneficial to the mental powers. .
. Modetty alfo forbad his making prefents,
or doing any eflential fervices, to artifts
or authors, whe might perhaps, in their
idle emotions of gratitude, have pro-
claimed the benefits received. This he
avoided by filently tranfmitting his money
to the bank, that he might cut up fat in
a rich and titled will; or by laying out
on fome breviary, or bauble of the days
of Queen Befs, what might have faved
getiius fromr defpair, might have invigow
rated the hand of induftry, and have
fecured the pureft and moft lafting of all
kinds of reputation, the celeftial fame of
goodnefs and beneficence. Had the houfe
of Medici, his favourite family, beem -
contented with their opulence and their -
gallery, we fhould never have heatd of
LA - C 4 Loren-



xxxii BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

Lorenzo the Magnificent, nor of Leo the
Patron of Letters. It was not the felfifh
cloud, but the fcattered thower, that
awoke the flowers of applaufe.

If biography did not operate as an ex-
ample ofg reproof, as well as of approba-
tion, it would be ufelefs to mankind.
An academician may pronounce an eloge,
and -a fchoolboy an exercife, but a juft
and candid dehneation of human char-
alter muft ever ¢ fmell of mortality,”®

to ule an expreflion of Shakfpeare. A

faultlefs charalter is the creature of ima.
gination, while the chief objett of bio.
graphy is truth. And, with his faults,
how much fuperior does Horace Walpole
appear to thoufands of his rank and
wealth, whofe faults and purfuits are alike
beneath the notice of biography ? ;
In 1791, by the death . of his nephew,
the title of Orford, the unwithed and
fad bequeft of an expiring lineage, re-
. verted to Horace Walpele, . at the advan.
ced age of feventy four. It was fome
.~time before he would fign, or aflent to,
his new title; and he never took his feat
in parliament. The additional income,
as he told the editor, was about 38co’.
yearly, but with feveral new and una-

voidable claims of expenditure. The -

. title is now extin& : the eftate of Hough-
ton has pafled to Lord Cholmondeley.
A letter

C ——— .
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. . Aletter in this colle&tion will thew Mr.
' Walpole’s feelings on this occafion, which
~only ferved to difturb the repofe of his
. declining years. The new title, the
gout, the French revolution, confpired
avith old age to teaze this amjahlec man;
“and his twe laft years were unbgppy to
. ‘himfelf, wrmeptuw to the patieace of
. his fervants, and difattrous to fome of bis
.old and va.luad fncndﬂups. On the 2d
_of, March, 1797, he expired 3t his houdes -
.in Berkeley quare, in the ejghtieth yepr
of a life prolonged by temperance, and
'rarely corroded by :care, .or difturbed by
Jaflions.
" The ruling pqﬂi,on, repeatedly. qiucx-
dated abopve, is ftrongly marked in bjs Jaft
_will.” “Though he had ;many ingenioys
friends, mot one ﬂlght memorial appears
“of his love of genius or talents. He be-
queaths about one_ hu,ndred thpufand
pounds-——and hequeaths it as .gvery perfon
}.of quahty fhould do .

3

THE per.['on of Horace Walpole was
““Thott and flender, but compa@ and neat-
‘ly formed. When viewed fram behind,
‘he h=d fomewhat of .a boyith appearance,
owing to the form of his perfon, and the
ﬁmphcuv of Kis drefs. . His fcaLurcs . may
- G 5 be

-

>
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be feen in many portraits ; but none can
exprefs the placid goodnefs of his eyes,
which would often fparkle with fudden
rays of wit, or dart forth flathes of the
moft kéen and intuitive intelligence. His
laugh was forced and uncouth, and even
* his fmile not the moft pleafing.

His walk was enfeebled by the gout;
which, if the editor’s memory do not
deceive, he mentioned that he had been
tormented with fince the age of twenty-
five ; adding, at the fame time, that it
was na hereditary complaint, his father,
Sir Robert Walpole, who always drank
ale, never having known that diforder,
and far lefs his other parent. This pain-
ful complaint not only affeGted his feet,
but attacked his hands to fuch a degree
that his fingers were always fwelled and

- deformed, and difcharged large chalk-
ftones once or twice a year: upon which
‘oecafions‘he would obferve, with a {mile,
that he muft fet up an inn, for he could
chalk up a fcore with more eafe and ra-
pidity than any man in England.

- Whether owing to this diforder, or to
a fenfe of the fuperiority of mental de-
lights, and clear even fpirits, to the fe-
verifh delirium of debauch, the perdition
of memory, and the flow convalefcence
amid the pangs of felf-reproach, he pafl~

- ed the latter half, at leaft, of his life in

- o the




BIVCRAPHICAL §KETCH. xXIV

the moft ftri& temperance, though in his
youth it is believed he was rather ad-
difted to the luxuries of a replete- table.
Though he fat up very late, either writ-
. ing or converfing, he generally rofe about
nine o’Clock, and appeared in the break-
faft-room, his conftant and chofen apart-
ment, with fine viftos towards the
Thames. His approach was proclaimed,
and attended, by a favourite little dog,
the legacy of the Marquife du Deffand 5
and which eafe and -attention had render-
ed fo fat that it could hardly move. This
was placed befide him on a fmall fofa;
the tea-kettlc, ftand and heater, were
brought in, and he drank two or three
cups of that liquor out of moft rare and
precious ancient porcelain of Japan, of a
" fine white embofled with large leaves. The
account of his china-cabinet, in his def-
cription of his villa, will thew how rich
he was in ‘that elegant luxury. - The loaf
and butter were not fpared, for ncver
tafting even what is called no-fupper, he
was appetifed for breakfaft ; ‘and the dog
and the fquirrels had a liberal fhare of hxs
repaft. :
- Dinner was ferved up in the fmall par-
. lour, or large dining-room, as it happen-
. ed: in winter generally the former. His
valet fupported him down ftairs; and he -
- ate moft moderately of chicken, phea-
4 fant,
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fant, or any light food. Paftry he diflik-
ed, as difficuit of digeftion, though he
~ would tafte a morfel of wenifon-pye. Ne-
ver, but once that he drank two glaffes of
white wine, did the editor fee him tafte
any liquor, except ice-witer. A pail of
ice was placed under the table, in which
ftood a decanter of water, from which
‘he fupplied himfelf with his favourite be-
verage. This his gueft would occafional-
ly fhare, and found it a delicious refrefh-

‘ment, diffufing the genial warmth imparted

by liqueurs, without any of their fubfe-
quent heating and pernicious effefts. 1t
is indeed furprifing that this luxury of
every porter in Naples {hould continue {o
rare in other countries,

If &ig gueft liked even a moderate.quan-
tity -of ‘wine, he muft have -called for it
<uring dinner, for almoft inflantly after

_ he rang the ‘bell to order roffee up ftairs. -

Thither he would ‘pafs about five o’clock 3
and generally refuming his place on the
Jofa, would {it till two o’clock in the morn-
" ing, in mifcellaneous chit-chat, full of fin.
gular anecdotes, ftrokes of wit, and acute
‘obfervations, occafionally fending for
- books, or curiofities, or paffing to the li-

brary, as any reference happened to arife.

in converfation. After his coffee he tafted
nothing ; but the fhuff box of tabac
d’ctrennes, from Fribourg’s, was -not for-

' , gotten,
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Potten, and was replenifhed from a-canif-
ter lodged in aa-ancient maarble urn of
\greit thicksefy, which fteed in the window
deat, mnd Jerved to fecure its moﬂtuneand
wich favomr. . -
- Buch wisa privite mainy day of HMace
Walpale. The forenoon-quickly pafled in-
:roaming through-the muinerous apartinents
‘of ‘the houig, 4n which, after twenty #ifits,
-ftill fomething-new ‘would occur ; and- he
was indeed conftantly adding {reth acquifi-
~tions. -Sometimies -a-walk -ih tlie grounds
wowld intervene, -on which eqcafions. he

" would go out in his-{lippers through-a thick

dew ; and he wmever wore -a-hat.. He faid
that, ‘on his fielt vifit to ;Paris, he was
athamed of his effentinacy, when he'faw
~every litde -mengre Frenchiman, wheme
even he.could have thrown dewn “with a
,breath, walking without-a hat, -which he
“could not do, withedt a-certainty -of that
. difenfe, whxch the Germans fay is ende-
yal mEngland, and. is termed by the na-
tives descatshecpld. The fisft trial coft him
-a flight fever, but:he got ower it, and ne-
ver.caught ‘cold afterwards: draughts of
-air, damp -reoms, windaws open at -his
back, all fituations were alike ~to him-in
this rcfpe&. He would ‘exenthew -fome
little offence at any folicitude, exprefled
“by his guefts -on ' fuch an®ocedfion, asan
idea arifing-from the feeming tend«armaofsf
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of his frame: and would fay, with 2 half-
fmile of good-humoured croflnefs, < My
back is the fame with my face, and my
neck is like my nmofe.;”* His iced water he
not only regarded as a prefervative from
fuch an accident, but he would fometimes
obferve that he thought his ftomach and
bowels would laft longer than his bones;
fuch confcious vigour and ftrength in
thofe parts did he feel from the ufe of that
beverage.

Occafionally he would go in an evening
to vifit Mrs Chve, to whom he had affigre
ed an adjacent cottage. The charms of
that lady’s converfation were wonderful,
and fhe was the life of every company-in
which the appeared.- Though the was. re-
garded as Mr. Walpole’s. chere.amie, the
delights of her converfation feem to have
been his chief objett.

It is uncertain that he ever entertamed
- any idea of marriage, though it be faid
- that, after his acceffion to the title, he of-
~.fered his hand fuccefively to two moft
amiable and- mterefhng fifters, with the
fole view of exerting all the power he
had over an_expiring peerage, by confer-
ring it on a female, certainly in every ref-
pe&t moft - worthy of fuch a diftinétion.
He was an elegant and devout admirer of
* the fair fex, in whofe prefence he would
: cxcecd his ufual powers. of converfation ;
his
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his fpirits were animated asif by a cor-
~dial, and he would fcatter his wit and
- petits mots with dazzling profufion.
- His engaging manners, and gentle, en-
. dearing affability to his friends, exceed all
. praife, Not the fmalleft hauteur, or' con-
fcioufnefs of rank or talents, . appeared in .
his familiar conferences ; and he was ever
eager to diffipate any conftraint that might
. occur, ‘as impofing a conftraint upon him- -
felf, and knowing that any fuch chain en-
. feebles and almoft annihilates the mental
powers. Endued with exquifite fenfibi-
lity, his wit never gave the fialleft wound
even to the groffeft ignorance of the world,
or the moft morbid hypochondriac bath-
fulnefs = experto crede.

Humane, benignant, to his fervants,
he was at times even fubject to- the ca-
prices of Colomb, his Swifs valet-de-
chambre. If he ordered a tree to be
felled, perhaps-he was' arbitrarily oppol-

- ed; but no man is a hero to his valet-de-
chambreé, and thofe who know real life

_ often feel that it ‘is better to give up-one’s
inclination now and then, than to. lofe
one’stemper ; and that thofe who are con-
fcious that they are neceffary will affume
power. To thofe whofe fervices he coeuld
difpenfe with he was, at times, fufficient-
ly ftern, efpecially in his laft years: but
fenfibility and anger are nearly allied é

. an
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and pain and weaknefs will feldom fail to
irritate the mind through the body: Mr.
Walpole was abfurdly blamed for the fate
.of one fervant, a fine.but undeferving
youth, by thofe who were ignorant of the
circumftances. Fond of drefs, the youth
‘repeatedly ftole plate, and fold .or.pawned

_dt. - Deteted, fharply reprehended, and

. threatened by Colomb, the poor fellow
hung himfelf on a tree in the grove. Mr.

) Waﬁ)ole had not the flighteft fhare in the
tranfa&ion. .

. The mental powers of this pleafing apd
interefting writer have already been fuffi-
ciently eftimated, and it is almoft needl¢fs

to add, that they .chiefly confifted in an
exquifire tafte %r the fine -arts;. and in
what the French term /e fi“]:’ur d’¢fprit, the

_produét of a brilliant fancy, and rapid

_aflociation of ideas, joined with.good fenfe.

- Thus endued by nature and education, his

_ample fortune enabled him :to .enjoy a

_learned luxury, to .pick .all the rofes of

. {cience, and leave the thorns behind. In
the diftribution .of human affajrs, it genge-
rally happens . that thofe who,ﬁnye -a de-

. cided propenfity to letters ar the arts are
confined .in the gloomy cells of penury,
and opprefled with thofe cares which are
the motft - foreign to their purluits ; while

~the delights of free genius, and excurfive

_ -{cience, - ar¢ chilled by the fordid neceffities
: of

_.“ —— e
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of acquiring a daily maintenance. The
opulent, on the contrary, rarely poflefs a
warm and decided tafte for the arts, and
far lefs for literary labours : -the gulf of
diffipation, the oblivion not the enjoyment
of life, lies between them and this para.
dife. - To this paradife Mr. Walpole was
admitted : and if humap_life can ever be
faid to run m a courle regular and
uniform happinefs, that happinefs was his,
endeared, perhaps, rather than diminith-
ed, by diftant intervals of corporeal in-
firmity. = Surrounded by every obje& that
can delight the mind or the eye, that can
excite curiefity, or ‘gratify tafte ; bleffled
with a ftrong propenfity to fome one, ‘or
other, interefting purfuit (the very fecret
of human felicity), and never deficient in
the means of its accomplithment, he cer-
;ainly moved in a {phere known to very
€W : . .

Queis meliore luto finxit przeordia Titan,

Even in trifles his tafte for enjoyment
was elegant and learned : the pots of tu.
berofe, or of canary heliotropes, the pa.
pers of orange flowers, that perfumed his

.chamter, were luxuries rather feminine ;

but the cenfer or pot of frankincenfe, -
with which the parlour was fcented after

dinner, difperfed the fteam of the vi&ualz,
’ an
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and enlivened the table not lefs by the per-
fume, than by the monaftic anecdotes
- which occafionally accompanied its in-
troduction. -

Few companies, it is prefumed, would
have wifhed to have loft Mr. Walpole’s
converfation in the filence of cards. Yet
he fometimes played ; and his goodnefs
impofed it on him as a duty to pafs an
evening at whift with the old Duke of
Montrefe, who was blind, but contrived

(by what means I forget) to manage his

e.
The portrait prefixed, after M<Ardell’s
private print from Sir Jothua Reynolds
1757, reprefents Mr. Walpole in. the
prime of life, and .muft have been very
fike, as ftrong traces of refemblance re-
mained, particularly about the eyes. There
are other prints by Reading and Parifot ;
not to mention a portrait by Eckardt, a
drawing by Mr. Dance, a recent print
by Barlow, and another; pretty exact re-

frefentation of his old age, in the col-.

e&ion of his works.

‘

- W A L-
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B&ni: and Fleury.

CARDINAL de Bernis, when only an Abbe,
folicited Cardinal Fleury, then four-fcore, for
fome preferment. Fleury told him fairly, he
fhould never have any thing in his time : Bernis

replied,  Monfeigneur Jattendrai *»

Countefs of Coventry.

Towards the clofe of the reign of George
the Second, the beautiful Countefs of Coventry
talking to him on fhows, and thinking only of
the figure fhe herfelf fthould make in a procef-
fion, told him, the fight the withed moft to fee
was a coronation.

. ﬂe

* My Lord, 1 fhall wair.
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The Clerical Gowns

Mr. Suckljg, a clergyman of Norfolk, have
ing a quarrel with a neighbouring gentleman,
who infulted him, and at Jaft told him, ¢ Doc«
tor, your gown is your protetion;” replied,
« It may be mine, but it {hall not be your’s;”
pulled it off, and thrathed the aggreffor.

Patriotifm of Wilkes.

Depend upon it, my dear Sir, that Wilkes
was in the pay of France, during the Wilkes
and liberty days. Calling one day on the
French minifter, I obferved a book on his table,

" with Wilkes’s name in the firft leaf. This led

toa converfation, which convinced me. Other
circumftances, too lang and minute to be re-
peated, ftrengthened, if neceflary, that con-

viction. I am as fure of it, as of any fa@ I .

* know.

Wilkes at firlt cringed to Lord Bute ~The
embafly to Conftantinople was the obje& of his
ambition. "It was refufed——and you know what
followed. R

Butés Miniftry.

Lord Bute was my fchoolfellow. He was
" a man of tafte and fcience, and 1 do believe his
intentions were good. He wifhed to blend
and .unite all parties. The tories were willing
to come in for a jfhare of power, after having
been fo long excluded—lut the whigs were
“'not willing to grant that fhare. Power is an

. intox-
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intoxicating draught ; the morea man has, the
more he defires.

_ - Lady Wortley Mmtagw,.»

The letters of Lady Wortley Montague are
genuine, I have feen the originals, among
which are fome far fuperior to thofe in print. -
But fome of therh wege very immodeft. When
the publication was about to take place, Lord
Bute, who had mniarried her daughter, fent for
tlie editor, and offered ene hundred pounds to
f;x'pp’fcfs, them. The man took the money,
ptomifetd—and publifhed. - ‘

-Lady Wortley Montague wag a playfellow -
of rhine when both were children, 8hé wag:
always a dirty little thing. This habit -contin.
uéd with her. When at Florence, the ‘Grand
Duke gave her apartments in his- palace. "Orie
rdom f{ifficed for every thing. WWhen fhe went
away, the ftench was fo ftrong, that they were
obliged to fumigate the chamber with vinegar
for a week.- : , :

“Pope gave her the Homer he had ufed in
tranflating. Ehave got -it :- it is a fmall edition
by Wetftein. -Here 1t is. Slic wrote that little
pdem in the blank leaves. )

Conjugnl )_!fe&im.

‘A French gentleman, being married a fecond
time, was often lamenting his firft wife, before.
hie fecond, who one day faid to him, « Men-

Sreurs je wous affure qiil 7y a perfonne quila
regrette plus que moi*.” o .
‘ : Conju=

# & 1 affure, yop, Sir, Ro oncregrets het more than 12°



WALPOLIANA.

Conjugal ‘Wit.

Another Prench lady wrote this letter to her
hufband. ¢ Fe veus écris, parceque je ifai rien
2 faire : je finis, parceque jenai rien a diret.”

Monks and friar:.

‘What you fay is perfeitly juft. Some de-
gree of learning is neceflary even to compofe
anovel. How many modern writers confound
monks and friars! Yet they were almoft as
different as laymen and priefts. Monachi{m
. ‘was an old inl{itntion for laymen. The friars,
freres, or brothers, were firft inftituted in the
thirteenth eentury, in order, by their preach-
ing, to oppofe the lollards. They united prieft-
hood with monachifm ; but while the monks
were chiefly confined to their refpeCtive houfes,
the friars were wandering about as preachers
and confeflors. This gave great offence to the
fecular clergy, who were thus deprived of pro-
fits and inheritances. Hence the fatyric and
impure figures of friars and nans, in our old
churches. Do you remember any- example of
retaliation ! I fuppofe there were fimilar libels
on the fecular clergy in the chapels of friaries
now abolithed®,
' o Mr.

' 4 1 write to you, becaufe 1 have ncthing todo; Tend |
my lettcr, becaufe I have nothing to fay.*’

® Grofs errors of this kind appear in the writings of Mrs.
Rabpcrirrg, and Mr. Lewis. “ The Monk™” of the Jatter,
_both in his hook and play, being in fa& a friar, a being of a
very different defcription. EpiT.
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Mr. Hdlif. “

M. Hollis is 2lways publithing republican
books; and’ yet profcfles great veneration for
our conftitution. I cannot reconcile this; our
- conflitution being, in its leading parts, an oli-
garchy, the form perhaps, of all others, the
moft oppofite to a republic.

Nota. Before the French revolution, Mr.
Walpole was fo warm a friend of. freedom, that
he was almoft a republican. The change of
his fentiments will be delineated in the clofe

of thefe anecdotes.
Bymptoms of Ifﬁnity.

My poor nephew Lord * * *, was deranged.
The firft fymptom that appeared was, his fend-"
ing a chaldron of coals as a prefent to the
Prince of Wales, on learning that he was load-
ed with debts.  He delighted in what he call-
ed book-hunting. This notable diverfion confift~
ed in taking a volume of a book, and hiding
it in fome fecret part of the library, among
volumes of fimilar binding and fize. When
he had forgot where the game lay, he hunted
till he found it, .

A Longing Woman,

Madame du Chatelet (Voltaire’s Emilie) pro-
~ving with child again, after a long interval,
and king Staniflaus joking with her hufband
on it, he replied, « Ab! Sire, elle en aveit f
Jarte envie ’—« Mon ami,” faid the old king,
6 Oétoit une envie d'une femme groffe*.

* A Pret-

@« Ah! Sire, fhe longed (0 much for its"==% My fricnd,
it was the longing of a woman with child.’ .
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A Prasty Metapbor.

A young lady marrying a man the loved, and
leaving many friends in town, to retire with
him into the country, Mrs. D. faid pretfily,
¢« She has turned on¢ and twenty fhillings into
3 guinea,” '

Royal Favour.

"Alow Frenchman bragged that the king had
fpokén to him. Being atked what his majefty
had faid, he replied, “He bad me ftand out
of his way.”

Madam du .Barry. .

A Great French lady, who was one of the
firft to vifit Madam du Barry, after the was
known to be the royal miftrefs, juftifying her-
felf to her neice on that account, faid, ¢ It is
reported that the king gave an hundred thou-
fond livres to countenance her; but it is not
true,”—¢ No, madam,” replied the niece no-
bly; «¢I dare fay it is not true; for it-would
have been too little,” R :

Prooﬁ of Ge'nealogy.

«Alord of the court being prefented for the
firft . time, Louis XIV,. faid afterwards, that
he did not know the late lord of that name
bad had a fon, having been reckoned impotent.
“ Ob Sire!” faid. Roquelaure, ¢ ils ont &1é tous
impuiffans de pere en fils.”

Vol
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Voltaire a:lld. Addifon.

A fory istold of Voltaire and Addifon at
2 tavern. I do not believe Voltaire was in
England while Addifon-was. alive.

Price of mébing a Park a Garden.

Queen Caroline fpoke of fhutting up St.
"James’s Park, and converting it into a noble
‘garden for the palace of that name. = She afked
my father* what it might probably coft; who
replied, < only three CROWNs.” .

. An Anecdote corveiled.

Let me corre®t a ftory relating to the great
duke of Marlborough. The duchefs was
prefling the duke to “take a medicine, and with
her ufual warmth faid, «Tll be hanged if it do
not prove ferviceable.” Dr. Garth+, who was
prefent, exclaimed, ¢« Do take it then, my lord

-duke; for it myft be -of fervice, in one way or

-the other.”

Double Pun.

A good pun is not amifs. Let me tell you
one I met with in fome book the other day.
The Earl of Leicefter, that unworthy faveurite
of Elizabeth, was forming a. park about Corn-
-bury, thinking to enclofe it with pofts and rails.
As he was one day - calcylating the expence, a

b ' . gentle-
*® Erroncoufly given to Chefterfield. B
4 By miftake put Lord Somers.
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gentleman ftood by, and told the earl that he

* did not go the cheapeft way to work. « Why 2"

faid my lord. ¢ Becaufe,” replied the gentle~
‘man, «if your Lordfhip will find poffs, the
country will find railing.”

Paffionate Temper.

~ General Sutton, brother of Sir Robert Sutton,
was very paffionate; Sir Robert Walpole the
feverfe.  Sutton being one day with Sir Robert,
‘while his walet de chambre was fhaving him, Sir
Robert faid, ¢ John, you cut me ;—and then
went on with the converfation. - Prefently, he
faid again, ¢ John, you cut me”—and a third
time—when Sutton “ftarting upin a rage, and
doubling his filt at the fervant, fwore a great
oath, and faid, ¢ If Sir Robert can bear if, I
cannot ; and if you cut him once more I'll knock
you down.” :

2‘”‘”,'

Quin fometimes faid things at once witty and
wife. Difputing concerning the execution of
Charles I. "« But by what laws,” faid his op-
ponent, ¢ was he put todeath ? Quin replied,
% By all the laws he had left them.” .

An innocent Minifiry. - “‘,.
i “ CrPm.

He ufed to appiy aftory to the then miniftry..-

A mafter of a fhip calls out, ¢ Who is there f*
A boy anfwered, '« Will, Sir.” ¢¢ What are
you doing ?”’——s¢ Nothing, Sir.”—«Is Tom

' - : there?
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there ”— Yes,” fays Tom. ¢ What are you
domg, Tom #”—¢ Helping Wwill, Sir.”

Lord Rofs.

The reprobate Lord Rofs, being on his death-
bed, was defired by his chaplain to call on God.
He replied, I will 'if I go that way, but I
don’t believe I fhall.”

Ecclefiaflic Squabble.

A vicar and curate of a village, where there
was to be a burlal, were at variance. The
vicar not coming in time, the curate began the
fervice,. and was reading the words, ¢ I am the
vefurreion,” when the vicar arrived, almoft
out of breath, and fnatching the book out of the
curate’s hands, with great fcorn, cried, ¢ You
the refurre¢tion! I am the refurre&ion,”
and then went on. ~

Nota. This, though copied from Mr. Wal-
pole’s-own hand-writing, is fufpeted not to be
very new. Butevenold jefts, that fuch a man
thouat worthy of writing, ot fpeaking, car-
. mot unworthy of a place in this Jounging
cémipilation ; ‘and they often gamed by paffing
through his hands. _

- Weak Nermf.

LAY . . .
- A clergyman at ‘Oxford, whowas very ner-
vous and abfent, going to read prayers at St.
Mary’s, heard a fhow-man in the High-ftreet,
who had an exhibition of wild beafts, repeat of-
ten, ¢ Walk in without lofsof time. Allalive!
- D2 alive,
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“alive, ho!* The founds ftruck the.abfent man,

and ran in his-head fo much, that when ke be~ |

gan to read the fervice, and came to the words
in the firft verfe, ¢ and docth that which is law-
ful and right, he fhall fave his foul dive,” he
cried out; witha louder voice, <« fhall fave -his
foul alive'! All alive ! alive, ho!” to the aftor
pifhment of the congregation.

A Convert,

A Methodift in America, bragging how well
he had inftrued fome Indians in religion, call-.
<ed uponeof them, and, after fome quéftions,
“afked bim i he-had not found great comfort laft
Sunday, dfter receiving the facrament. ¢« Aye,

mafter,” replied the favage, <« but I withed it

. had bGCn brandy.'”

An ignoramt Communicant.

An ignorant foldier at Quebec, obferving fome '

of his comrades ftay behind him at church, ake
ed them, on their coming out, what was the
reafon ! They.told him jeeringly,. that the par-
fon had treated them with fome wine. < No
“other liquor 2” fays the fellow. Seeing he
fwallowed the bait, they anfwered, that he
might have what liquor he chofe. Next Sunday
he ftayed to have hig fhare; and when the cler-
gyman offered him the wine, -he put up his hand
to his head, in token of falutation, and faid mo-
. deftly, « Pleafe your reverence, I {hould prefer
. punch.”

French
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’

French Bull.

A matried Frenoh Iydy, who had an intrigud,
infifted on having her lover’s portrait: He re-
montftrated on her ablurdity, and faid it would
be proclaiming their amour. ¢ Oh,” faid the,
% but to prevent a difcovery, it fhall not be
drawn like yon.” )

Conrt Politeffer

Whea Lotd Townfend was fecretary of ftate
€o George the Firft, fome city dames came to vi-
fit his lady, with whom fhe was little aoquainted.
{Meaning to be mighty civily, and return their vi-
fits, the afked one of them where fhe lived ?
The other replied, near Aldermanbury. «Oh,”
cried Lady Townfend, « I hope the Alderman
is well” - \

' " Hob and Nob

Some words are locally perverted to bad
fenfes. Hob and Nob muft bs of th¢ number.
Lord ** * being in the country, and wifh-
ing to thew great regard to a ruftic géntleman of
fome influence, he was invited to dine, along
with a numerous and elegant company, and
placed at my lady’s right hand. The lady, in,
‘the midft of dinger, called fora glafs of wineto
drink with her new gueft, and holding it tow-
ards him, as then the fathion, fdid, ¢ Hob and
Nob, Mr. * * *” The gentleman ftared, and .

Bluthed up to the eyes. She thinking it was -
mere timidity, .repeated the words, and the
- D3 ) .gentlemat:
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gentleman looking if poflible more confufed,
the coloured herfelf ; when he, after much he-
fitation, whifpered, « Madam, excufe me, but
I never hob and nob except with my wife®

Duchefs of Bol_tm.

. The dychefs dowager of Bolton, who . was
“natural daughter to the duke of Monmouth, uf-
ed to divert George the Firft, by affeCting to
make blunders. Once when fhe had been at the
play of « Love's Laf Shift,” the called it,. La
derniere Chemife de I’ Amour. Another time fhe
pretended to come to court in a great fri§ht,
and the king afking ‘the caufe, fhe faid fhe had
been at Mr. Whifton’s, who told her the world
would be burnt in three years ; and for her part
the was determined to go to China.

The King of Buylls. .
I will give you. what I call the king of bulls.
An Irith baronet, walking out with a gentle-
man, who told me the ftory, was met by his
nurfe, who requefted®harity. The baronet ex-
claimed vehemently, « I will give you nothing.
You played me a fcandalous trick in my infancy.”
‘The old woman, in amazement, atked him what
injury fhe had done him ? He anfwered, «I was
:a fine boy, and you changed me.”
. In this bull even perfonal identity is con~
founded !

Convenient Courage.

A certain earl having beaten Antony Henley,
at Tunbridge, for fome impertinence, the next
: ) ' day
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day found Henley beating another perfon. The
pecr ‘congratulated Henley on that acquifition
of {pirit. ¢« Oh, my- lord,” replied Henley,
% your lordfhip and I know whom to beat.”

Lord William Poulet.

Lord William Poulet, though often chairman
of committees of the houfe of commons, was~
a great dunce, and could fcarce readi  Being to
read a bill for naturalizing Jemima, duchefs of
Kent, he called her, Jeremiah, duchefs of Kent.

Having heard South..Walls commended fof
ripening fruit, he thewed all the four fides of
his garden for fouth walls. _

A gentlemari writing to defire a fine horfe-
he had, offered him any eguivalent. Lord Wil-
liam replied, that the horfe was at his fervice,
but. he did- not know what to do with an
elephant. ' S . ;

A pamphlet, called « Tke Snake in the Grafs,®
being reported (probably in joke) to be written'
by this Lord Willlam Poulet, a' gentleman,
abufed in it,. fent him a challenge.. Lord” Wil«
liam profefled his innocence, and’ that he was
notthe author ;. but the gentleman would not be
fatisfied without a denial under his hand. Lord
William took- a- pen, and: began, « This is to
fcratify, that the buk called the Snak”—¢ Oh,
my lord,” faid the perfon, «Iam fatisfied ;
your lordfhip has already convinced me you.did

° mnot write the book.”
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Letter written foon after Horpce Walpsle, by the
death of bis Nephew, Bad fucceeded to the Title
of Earlof Orford. .

Berkley-fquare, Dec. 26, 1791%

DEAR SIR)

As T am fure of the fincerity of your con-
gratulations, I feel much obliged by them ;
though what has happened deftroys my tran-
quillity ; and if what the world reckons advan-
tageous, could compenfate the lofs of peace
and edfe, would ill indemnify me, even by them.
A {mall eftate, loaded with debt, and of which

Ido not underftand the management, and am.

too old to learn; a fource of law-fuits amongft
my near relations, though not affe@ing mes
endlefs converfations with lawyers; and packets
of letters. every day to read and anfwer: all

this weight of bufinefs is too much for the rag.

of life that yet hangs about me; and was pre-
ceded by three weeks of anxiety about my un-
fortunate nephew ; and a daily correfpondence
with phyficians, and mad do&ors, calling upon
me when I had been out of order ever fince Ju

Iy : fuch a mafs of troubles made me very fe=

rioufly ill for fome days, and has left me, and
ftill keeps me, fo weak and difpirited, that if I
fhall not foon be able to get fome repofe, my poor
head orbody will not be able to refift. For the.
empty title, I truft you do not fuppofe it any
thing but an incumbrance, by larding my bufy
mornings with idle vifits of interruption, and
which, when I am able to go out, I fhall be
orced to return. Surely no man of feventy-

‘ . four,
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four, unlefs fuperannuated, ¢an have the fmalleft
pleafure in fitting at home in his own room,
as 1 always do, and. being called by a new
name.

It will fccm‘ perform] and ungrateful too,.
0 have faid: fo much about my own #iff fitua-
tion, and.not to have yet thanked you, Sir, for
your kind and flattering offer of lctxmg me read
what you have finithet of your hiftory ; but it
was neeeffary to expofe my condition to you,.
before I could venture to accept your propofal
when I am fo utterly incapable of ‘giving a quar--
ter of an hour at a time to what, I know by my
acquaintance, with your works, will demand all
my attention, if I wifh toreap the pleafure they
are formed to give me. It is moft true that,
for thefe feven weeks, I have not read feven
pages, but letters, ftates of accounts, cafes to-
be laid before lawyers, accounts of farms, &c..
&c. and thofe fubjet to mortgages. Thus are
m’y mommgs OGCuPlCd in an cvemng my re—
lations, und -a very ‘few friends,: come to mej;:
and when they are gone, I- have about an hour,.
‘to-midnight, to wiite an{wers to letters ‘for the
waxt day’s poft, which 1. Iud not time to do in
the morning.’ Thig is a&tumally my cafe. now ;.
I happened. to be quitted at ten o’clock, and I
would not lofe the opportunity of thankmt7 you,.
not knowing whcn I'could - command another
hour.. :

'I would by no means be underftood to decline
your. obliging effer,. Sir...<On the contrary, I
acgept it joyfully, if yon can truft me with..
Your manufeript for a little time, fhould I*have
eifune to; read <1t but by frmall - fnatches,” which.
ﬁpnld bcwrongmg, and would break all cone. -

Dy . fiexion~ -

-.@J“;\ AN e
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nexion in myhead: Criticifm you are ¥ — —
— — — and to read critically is far beyond my

efent power. Can a fcrivener, or a feriveter’s

earer, be a judge of compofition, ftyle, pro~
found reafoning, and ‘new lights, and dv{cove-
.ries, &c.? But my weary hand and.breaft muft
finith. May I afk the favour of your calling
upon me any morning when you fhall happen
to come to town ; you will find the new old
lord exaltly the fame admirer of your’s, and
your obedient humble fexvant,

Hor, WarpPoLE..

{It was a confiderable time before he. would
fign Orford, or could even hear his ftyle or tadr.~
without hefitation.]

Hours of Compofition.

I wrote the « Caflle of Otrantd” in clght
days, or rather eight nights; for my general
‘thouss of compofitton are from ten o'clock at

‘nighttill two in the morning, when I am fure
not to be difturbed by vifitants While I am
-writing I take feveral cups of coffee.’

Humie and Burnet.

I am no, admirer of . Hume. In conyerfa-
tion he was very zhick; and Idobelieve hard-
ly underflood a fubjet till he had written
upor 1t. .

Burnet I like much. It is obfervable, that
none of his falts have been controverted, ex-
_ . . icepk
" ® An overftrained compliment is omitted.
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cept his relation of the birth of the Pretender,
in which he was  certainly miftaken——but his
.very credulity is-a. proof of his. honefty. Bur-
net’s fyle and manner are very. interefting. It.
feems. ag if he had jult come from. the king's
clofet, or from: the apartments of the: men
~whom he defcribes,. and was telling " his reader,
in plain. honeft. terms,, what he had. feen. andi
heard.. ) .

Authors and :Art_i/{}.’-

T have always rather tried to- efcape the ac>-
quaintance,. and' converfation, of authors. Am:
author talking. of his own works, or' cenfuring:
thofe of others,_ is to-me a dofe of hypecacuana..
Ilike only a few, who can.in company forget.
their authorthip, and remember plain {enfe.

The converfation of artifts is ftill worfe..
Vanity and envy ‘are the main' ingredients..
“One detefts vanity becaufe it fhocks- one’s own:
vanity. ' ’ , ]

Had I liftened to the cenfures' of artifts,,
there is not a good- piece in my colleCtion:- One
blames. one part of a. piCure,. another. attacks-.
another. Sir. Jofhua is one of the moft candid ;.
{;:t he blamed the fiff drapery of my Henry:

II, in- the ftate bed-chamber, as if goodi
drapery could be expectedin that age of painting..

€aution.to young Aisthors..

Youth. is prone to cenfure.. A young man:
of genius expefls to make a world for himfelf;;
a8 he gets older, he finds he muft take it as it is.-

. It is imprudent in a young author to make-
. ~ . any

’
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any enemies whatever. He fhould not attack
any living perfon. Pope was, perhaps, too re-
fined and jefuitic a profeffor of authorfhip; and
his arts to eftablifh his reputation were infinite,
and fometimes perhaps exceeded the bounds
of fevere integrity. Igut in this he is an ex-
ample of prudence, that he wrote no fatire till
his fortune was made ; - L

Public Virtue.

When I firft thruft my nofe into the world,
I was apt loudly to blame any defe@ion from
what I efteemed public virtue, or patriotifm.
As I grew older, 1 found the times were more
to blame than the men. 'We may cenfure places
and penfions ; while the placemen and the pen-
fioners are often intitled to our efleem. One
man has a numerous family to provide for,
another is ruled by a vain wife, &c. &c. 1
think fome temptations would hdve overcome
even Brutus. But why talk of Brutus, while
amen not meafures are the obje&t ?

Geirge'the Firft. . .

I-do remember -fomething of George tHe
Firft. . My father took mie to St. James’s while
T was'a"very little boy ; aftér waiting fome tinre
in an anti-room, a gentleman came in all dreffed
in brown, even his ftockings; and with a rib-
bon and ftar. He.took me up in his arms,

kiffed me, and chattéd fome time.
¢ Lilk-

o ey : .
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Likenefs in Antique Portyaits.

On Ioking at the buk of Marcus An-
foninus, in the gallery at Strawberry Hill,
Mr. Walpole obferved that even the worft ar-
tifts among the ancients always hit the charac-
ter and likenefs ; which the béft of ours fel-
dom, or never, do. ’ B

This j& a problem worthy of ample difcuf-
fion, in a country fond of portraits.’ Had
the ancients any partiéular mode, or ma-
chine; or was it the pure effe@t of fuperior
genius:? . ‘ .

Portraits.

I prefer portmits, really ineetcﬁ‘in%, net
only to landfcapespainting, but to hiftory.
A landfcape is, we' will fay, an exquifite
_ diftribution of wood and water, and build-
ings. It is excellent—we pafs on, and it
leaves not one trace in the ‘memory. In hif-
torical pdinting thene may be fidblime deception
—but 1t net only always falls fhort of the
idea, but is always 'falﬁ,-. that is, has the
greateft blemith incidental to hiftory. It is
commonly falfe in the cyfume; generally in
the pottezits; always in ‘the grouping” and
attitudes, which - the . painter, -if not prefent;
¢anndt poflibly delincate as they really were,
Call, it fabulous-painting, and-1 have no ob-
je@tion.—But a real portrait we know is -
truth jtfelf : and it calls ‘'wp- fo many collate?

ral. .jdeas,. as_to fill .an intelligent mind mote

o s T
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Authors in' Flower—Myflerious. Mother:-

At Strawberry Hill, rgth Sept. 1784, Mr..
‘Walpole remarked that, at a certain time of
their lives; men of genius feemed to be in
Slower. Gray was in flower three. years, when
he wrote his odes, &c. This ftarting the idea
of the American aloe, fome kinds of which
are faid' to flower only once in a century,. he
obferved, laughing, that had Gray liveda hun—
dred years longer, perhaps he would have beern:
. in flower again.. Sir Charles Hanbury Williams-
bore only one bloflom; he was in flower only.
for one ode. :

Next evening abeut eleven o'clock, Mr..
Walpole gave me the Myftérious Mother to-
read, whi%e he went to: Mrs. Clive’s for an hour-
or two. The dare. was remarkable, as the play,
hinges on an- anniverfary twentieth of . September-..

. =—but often as returns:
" The twemtieth of September, &c..

This odd circumftascs: confpired: with the
complete folitude of. the Gothic apartments, to-
lend an additional impreffion to the fuperftitious
parts of that tragedy.. Ia point of language,
and the true exprefhon: of paffion: and feeling,.
the new and jnft delineation of monaftic. fraud,
tyranny, and cruelty; it deferves the greateft
praife. But it is furprifing that a- man of his
tafte and- judgment fhould- have added’ to the.
itoprobability: of the tale,. . inftead. of mellow-
fng it with fofter fhades; This might be. cured
by aitering: ene page of the countefs’s confeffion

i the laft a&t.—~Vhe florys as told in Luthers
~ _ " " Table.
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Table Talk, feems meore ancient than that m»
the Tales of the Queen of Navarre.

On Mr. Walpole’s return, he faid he had |,
printed a few copies of this tragedy at Straw-
berry Hill, to give to his friends, Some of theni
falling into improper hands, two- furreptitious
editions. wese advertifed. Mr-W. in confe-
quence deired Dodfley to print an edition

_ 1781, and ewen caufed it to: be advertifed
But finding that the flolen impreflions were of
eourfe dropped, he ordered. his not. to be iffucdy,
and. none were. ever fold. :

Gray’s Politics..

Y never rightly underflood Mr. Gray’s politi-

eal opinions. Sometimes he feemed’ to incline-
to- the fide of. authority ; fometimes to that of
the-people.
.. This.is indeed natural to- an ingenuous and:
candid mind. When a portion of the people
fhews grofs vices, or idle fedition, arifing from
mere ignorance or prejudice ;. one withes it
checked by authority. When: the governors
purfue wicked plans, or weak meafures, one
wifhes a fpirited oppofition: by the people at
large, '

: - | Dr. Rabertfon.

Dr. Robertfon called on me t'other day
We talked of fome political affairs; and he
concluded his opinion with, ¢ for you muft
know, fir, that I look upon myfelf 'as 2 mode-
rate whig.” My anfwer was, « Yes, do&tor,
1 Jook on you as a wery moderate whig” -

. L, _ Britifp
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. " Britifo Empire.

We now talk of the Britith empire, and of

Titus and Trajan, who were abfolute empe~
rors. In my time it was the Britith momarchy.
‘What is this mighty empire over ten or twelve
millions of people, and a few trading colonies 2
People thut up in an ifland have always pride
enough—but this s too ridiculous even for flae—
tery to invent, and the abfolute power of a
Roman emperor to fwallow, along with am
apotheofis,

Don Q'uixoﬂt.

Don anmttc is no favourite of miire..

‘When a man is once fo mad, as to miftake a:
wind-mill for a. glant, what more 1s to be faid,
but an infipid repetition of miftakes, or an un-
charalteriftic deviation from them?

[This judgment was furely too harfh. It is:

the minute defcription of life and chara&er,
as they occur in Spain,. that interefls us in read~
ing Don Quixotte, and make us pardon the
extravagqnce of the chief charaQer, and the
infipidity of the paftoral fcenes. - The epifodes
are bad ; except the tale of the Spanith cap-
tive and his Moorith miftrefs, which is wrought
‘wp with grcat truth and nature.]

Poltaire.

‘Sobn after 1 had publifhed my . H!&onc'

Doubts on the. veign of Rithard TIL.” Vok-.

taire, happexgmg to f¢¢ anid- like -the book, Jent
. . me

\. ‘

.~ .
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me a letter, mentioning: how much the work
anfweréd his ideas concerping the uncertainty,
of hiftory, as-exprefled in his' Hiffoire Génertild,
He added many praifts of my book; and
concluded with entreating my emitif.
.. As I had, in the preface to the Caftle of
Otranto, ridicaled Voltaire’s conduét towards
Shak{peare, I thought it proper firft to fend
Voltaire that book; and let him underftand
that, if after perufing it, he petfifted in offer-
ing me his amitié, I had no objeitions, but
thould efteem myfelf honoured: by the friend~
fhip of fo great a man. ,
Some time after I received from my acqueine
tance the Duchefs of Choifeul, at Paris, a let-
ter, inclofing one from Voltaire to her, wherein
he faid that I had fent him a book, in the
preface to which he was loaded with reproach-
es, and all on account de fon Bouffen de
Shakfpeare®. He ftated nothing of the real
tranfa&tion, but only mentioned the fending
of the Caftle of Otranto, as if this had been
the very firft ftep.

© Neéw Ides of a Novel.

Iam firmly convinced that a ftory might be
. written, of which afl the inciderits fhould ap-
. pear fupernatural, yet turn out natural.
[This remark was made in 1784.]

Coals to Newcaffle,

The chief apprehenfion’ of the Duke of
Newcaftle, (the. minifter), was that of catch-
) . ! ing

* Of his buffoon Shakfpeare.

N
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ing cold. Often in the heat of fummer the
debates, in the Houfe of Lords, would ftand
fill, till fome window were fhut, in confe-
quence of the Duke’s orders. The Peers
would all be melting in fweat, that the Duke
might not catch cold.

‘When fir Jofeph Yorke was ambaffador at the
Hague, a curious inftance happened of this
idle apprehenfion. The late King going to
Hanover, the Duke muft go with him, that
his foes might not injure him in his abfence.
The day they were to pafs the fea, a meflen-
ger came, at five o’clock in the morning, and
drew Sir Jofeph’s bed curtains. Sir Jofeph
flarting, afked what was the matter. The man
faid he came from the Duke of Newcaftle.
s For God’s fake,” exclaimed Sir Jofeph, ¢ what
is it? Is the King il No, After feveral
fruitlefs queftions, the meffenger-at length faid,
¢ The Duke fent me to fee you in bed, for in
this bed he¢ means to fleep.”

Two Miniffers.

Mr. Pitt’s plan, when he had the gout, was
to have no fire in his room, but to load himfelf
with bed-clothes, At his houfe at Hayes he
ficeped in a bong room; at onc end of which
was his bed, and his lady’s at the other. His
way was, when he thought the Duke of New-
caftle had fallen into any miftake, to fend for
him, and read him a leGure. The Duke was
fent for once, and came, ‘when Mr. Pitt was
confined to bed by the gout. There was, as
ufual, no fire in the room ; the day was very
chilly, and the Duke, "as ufual, afraid of catch-

ng
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ing cold. . The Duke firft fat down on Mrs.
Pitt’s bed, as the warmeft place ; then drew up
his legs into it, as he got colder. The leGure
* unluckily continming a confiderable time, the
Duke at length fairly lodged himfelf under
Mrs. Pitt’s bed-cloths. A perfon, from whom
I had the flory, fuddenly going in, faw the two
sinifters in bed, at the two ends of the room,
while Pitt’s long nefe, and black beard unfha-
z;d for fome days, added to the grotefque of the
nec. .

Dr. Jobnfin.

I cannot imagine that Dr. Johnfon’s reputa~
tion wilt be very lafting. His diionary is a
furprifing work for one man—but fufficient ex-
amples in foreign couantries thew that the tafk
is too much for one man, and that a fociety
fhould alone pretend to publifh. a ftandard dic-
tionary. In Johnfon’s di¢tionary, I can hardly
find any thing I look for. Itis full of words
no where elfe to be found; and wants nume-
~ous words occuring in good authors. In wri-
ting it is ufeful ; as if one be doubtful in the
choice of a word, it difplays the authorities for
its ufage. ' . .

His eflays I deteft. .They are full of what
I-call triptology, or repeating the fame thing
thrice over, fo that three papers to the fame
effect might be made out of any one paper in
the Rambler. He muft have had a bad heart—
-his ftory of the facrilege in his voyage to the-
Weftern Iflands of Scotland is a lamentable in-

ftance. :
: _ Phy~
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Phyfognomy.
Lavater, in his Phyﬁogom‘y, fays that hond -
Anfon,-frzsm his conntenance, muit have beeh

a very wife man. He was one of the molt fu-
pid men I ever knew. .

Indolence.

When the Duke. of Newcaftle left the.mi-
niftry, a whole clofet of American difpatches
was found unopened. :

Milton.

If Milton had written in Italian He would
‘have been, in my opinion, the moft perfe&
spoet in modern languages ; for his own firength
of thought would have condenfed and har-
dened that fpeech to a proper degree.

 Mary Queen of Scotland.

1 cannet think that the letter from Ma
Queen of Scotlind to Elizabeth, about the a-
mours of the latter, is genuine. I fuppofeita
forgery of Burleigh, to fhew Elizabeth, if fhe
had refufed to condemn Mary. o,

It was the intereft of Queen Elizabeth’s min-
ifters to put Mary to death, 1. as they had
gone too far againft her to hope for mercy;
and, 2. to fecure' a proteftant fucceflion. The
above letter was publithed by Haynes, among
the Cecil Papers preferved at Hatfield Houfe.
His compilation is executed without Jjudgment.

I have
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Fhave sead the apologigs dor Mary 3 bus filk
muft believe her guilty of her hufband’s .death.
Se much of the advocate, fo many fuppofitiens,
appear, in thofe long . apologies, that'they fhew:
af themfelves that plain truth can hardly be
on- that fide. Suppofe her . guilty, and all is
cafy: there is no longer a labyrinth, and a
€lue :—all is in the highway of human affairs,

Bribery,

If you look into the laft volumes of the
Memoires de Villars, you will find -minutes of
the' French -council, whence it appears that
Fleury was accufed of taking money from
England, at a time when it was alleged that
my father was bribed by France. The origin
ofy this mighty’ charge was, that Sir Robert
‘Whalpole had indorfed a bill of “5oal. ‘to a linen-
draper in the Strand, with the fole view of
ferving that linen-draper. :

Minifters of George the Second.

The minifters of George the Second were
.4l whig. The oppofition confifted of old
whigs, fuch as Rufhout, and others; of Ja- -
cobites, fuch as Sir’ William Wyndham, and
Shippen. ' .
-Bir Robert Walpole faid,” « forhe are cor-
rupt; but I will tell you of one who is fot.
8hippen is not.” When Shippen came to take
the oath of allegiance, Sir Robert Walpole
was at the board. Shippen had a'trick. of
holding his glove to his mouth, ard did fo
whien repeating the oath. Sir Robert p(;llled
: own
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down his hand. Shippen faid, ¢ Robin, that
_ is not fair.”

New whigs in the minority, becaufe out of

the miniftry, were Pulteney, formerly joined
in the adminiftration with Sir Robert Walpole 3
Lyttelt.on, whofe father was 2 true whig; and

Extralls from Letters.
FARCE.

*Mr. O’Keefe has breught our audienceg
to bear. with extravagance ;' and were there not:
fuch irrefiftible humour in his utmoft daring,
it would be impoflible to deny that he has pafly
ed even beyond the limits of nonfenfe—but I

confine this approbation to his dgreeable Surprife;-

In his other pieces there is much more untems
pered nonfenfe than humour. Even “that fa-
vourite performance I wondered that Mr.
‘Colman dared to produce.”

. Dramatic Charalers.

« Your remark, .that a piece- full of marked
chara&ters would be void ofP nature, is moft-juft.
Tthiis is fo ftrongly my -opinion, that I thought
it a great fault in Mifs Burney’s Cecilia, though
it has a thoufand other beauties, that {he has
laboured far too much to make all her perfon=_
ages talk always in Charater. Whereas, in
the prefent refined, or depraved, ftate of hu-
nan nature, moft people endeavour to conceal
their real charatler, not to difplay it. A-pro-

$eflonal man, asa pedantic Fellow of a College,

or
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oOr 2 Seaman, has a charaQeriftic diale@®; but
that is very different from countinwally /etting out
his ruling paffion.” ’ o

Song-writing.

¢ I have no more talent for writing a fong,
than for writing an ode like Dryden’s or Gray’s.
dt is a talent per /e, and given, like every other
branch of genius, by Nature alone. Poor
Shenftone was labouring through his whole life
‘to write a perfeé€t fong—and, in my opinion at
leaft, never fucceeded—not better than Pope
did-in a St. Cecilian ode. I doubt not whether
we -haye nat gone a-iong, fong way beyond the-
poflibility of writing’ a good fong. All the
xvords in the tanguage have been fo often em-
ployed on fimplé images (without which a fong
«aitmot be good); and fuch xeams of bad verfes
have been produced in that kind; thatI queftion
whether true fimplicity itfelf could pleale now.
At Jeaft we are not likely to have any fuch thing.
-QOur prefent.choir of Poctic Virgins write in the
other extreme. They colour their compofitions
fo highly with choice and dainty phrafes, that
 their own drefles are not more fantaftic and ro-
mantic. Their nightingales make as many divi-
fions as Italian fingers.—But this is wandering
from the fubjet : and while I only meant to
el you what I could not do myfelf, 1 am telling .
you what others do ill.” . '

Poetic Epochs.

¢ I will yet hazard.one other opinion, though
relative to compofition in general. There are
.two periods favourable to poets—a rude age,
' when
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whien a genius mayhazard any thiug, and when
nothing hes been foréalled. ‘The other is,
when, after ages of barbarifm-and: incorre¥ion,
a matfter or two produce models formed by purity
and tafte. Virgil, Horace, Boileau, Corneille,
Racine, Pope, exploded the licentioufnefs

_ that reigned before them. What happened ?
Nobody dared to write in centradition to the
feverity eftabldhed ; and very few had the abi-
lities to rival their mafters.. Infipidity enfues :
—novelty # - dangerous :—and ' bombaft ufurps
the thrope, which had ‘been debafed by a race
of Faineants.” - :

Criticifin.

¢ It is.prudent to confult others before one
ventures on publication~—butevery fingle purfon
is ‘as .liable to be erroneous as an author. An
elderly. man, as he gains experience, acquires
prejudices 100 : nay, old age has: generally two
faults—it is too quick-fighted into the faults
of the time being; and too bking to the faults
that reigned in his own youth; which having
partaken of or having admired, though -injudi-
cioufly, ‘he recolleéts with complaifance.” - -

Dyamatic Compofition. -+

« ¥ confels too that there muft be twa difa
tinct views in writers for the ftage: one -of
which is more allpwable to them ¢han to other~
authors. The one is durabl fame—the ether; :
peculiar to dramatic authors, Zke view. of auyit-
ing to the prefent tafle (and perhaps, as you. fay, .
to the level of the audience). I do nét' mean

- . - for
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for the fake of profit—bnt even high comedy
muft rifk a little of its immortality by confulting
the ruling tafte. And thence a comedy-always
lofes fome of its beauties, the tranfient-~and
fome of its intelligibility. Like its harfher fif-
ter, Satire, many of its allufions muft vanith,
as the obje@s it aims at corre@ing ceafe to be
in vogue—and perhaps that ceflation, the natural
death of fathion, is often afcribed by an author
to his own reﬂroofs. Ladies would have left off
patching on the whig or tory fide of their face,
though Mr. Addifon had not written his excel-
lent SpeQator. Probably even they who might .
be corrected by his reptimand adopted fome new
. diftinlion as ndiculous : not difcovering that his
fatire was levelled at their partial animofity, and -
not at the mode of placing their patches—for,
unfortunately, as the world canpot be cured of -
being foolith, a preacher who eradicates one
folly, does but make room for-fome other.”_'l

‘ Tragedy and Comedy.

The critics generally confider a tragedy as the
next cffort of the mind to an epic poem. For
my part, I eftimate the difficulty of writing a
" good comedy to be greater than that of compofing
-a good tragedy. Not onlyequal geniusis required,
but a comedy demands a more uncommon af-
ferblage of qualities—knowledge of the world,
wit, good fenfe, 8c. and thefe qualitics fuper.
added to thof€ requifite for tragical compofition.

Congreve is faid to have written a comedy at
eighteen. It may be=—for I cannot fay that he
has any charalenftic of a comic writer, except
wit, .which may fparkle bright at that age. His -
characters are lcldom g;:nuino—and his pk}ts a;f

: O
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fometimes' fitter for tragedy. M. Sheridan is
one of the moft perfe@ comic writers I.
know, and unites the moft uncommon qualities

—his. plots are . {ufliciently deep, without the

clumfy intanglement, and muddy profundity,

of Cangreve— charaQers ftrictly in pature—w;t

without affeCtation. What talents! The .com-

plete orator in the fenate, or in Weftminfter-hall

—and the excellent dramatift in the moft dif-

fiqult province of the drama!

Omij;'on.r na't 'q'lw;ly.r La,pﬁr.

Lord **** did a fhocking job; for which m
father was blamed. There is a filly and ’f'au{
account of it, in the laft edition of the Biogra-
phia, in a life .of him by Bi(hop **** his
fon. I had forgetten Lord **** 'in the Ca-
talogue of Royaland Noble Authors: when this
was obferved to me I waited on Lord ***#,
his fon, and begged a lift of his father’s works,
apologizing at the fame time for the omiffion.
His lordfhip faid, ¢ Sir, I .beg you will not
mention my father.” - He was confcious that it
was a delicate matter to mention him.
Impafitions. ‘

. Acute and fenfible pepple are often the mofk
eafily deceived. A deceit, of which it may be
faid, « It is impaflible for any one to dare it,”
always fucceeds. - . - R

F R

B S
. Rewdutionsyy” "7

qudmen ér,;’.;nc‘:y'cx‘ éohcéi-#ed iﬁ,'é guiipns
becaufe they will not go the .]engthg: YP Qndéx:
land capfed the revolution of 1688, while De-

vonfhire,
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vonthire ftood aloof—the latter was the angel,
thc former the ftorm. Bad men, and po:fon-

ous,. plants, are fometimes of fuperlative ufe in
ﬂulful hands. :

Applaqfe the Nurfe of Genius..

One quality I may fafely arrogate to myfelf :

I am not afraid to praife.  Many are fuch timid
judges of compofition, that they hefitate, and-
wait for the public opinion. Shew them a
manufcript, though they highly approve it in
their heartts, they are afraid to commit themfelves
by {peaking out. Several excellent works have
perithed from this caufe’; a writer of real talénts
being often a mere fenfitive plant with regard to-
his own produftions. Some cavils -of Mafon
(how inferior a poet and judge!) had almoft in-
duced’ Gray to deftroy {ns two beautiful and:
feblime odes. We fhould  not only praxfe, but:
haﬂen to praife.

Fremb Tragaly

- 51.

1 have printed at Strawberry—Hxll the Corneliz

' Veftale, a tragedy by the prefident Henaylt. " It.
is rather a dramatic poem than a dramd—like~
the other.French tragédies. The'word drama:isa
derived, I believe, from a Greek word fignifying
20-aél. . Now, 'in the French tragedies, there 13-
listlé or no affion; and theéy are, in truth, meve

dramatic poems, corbpofed wholly of conflitts

of‘interefts, paflions, and fentiments; exprefled, .
ot in th¢ language of nature, but in that of.:
declamation, Hence thefe "interefts, paflions, ..
and fentiments, .feem all overftrained, and Zors.

de la nature.
K2 . Ido
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" . 1de not mean to deny juft praife to Corneille
and Racine—but their merit, like that of
Metaftafio’s Operas, is of a peculiar kind. It
is not dramatic, not pity and terror moved by
incident and a&ion—but an intcreft created by
perplexity, mental confli®, and fituation. An
Italian, an Englitman,. a German, expelts
fomething very different in a drama, real altion,
and frequent incident.

On Grace in Compofition.

A LETTER.
Fune 26, 1783,
To your book, Sir, I am much obliged on
many accounts, particularly for having recailed
my mind to fubjets of delight, to which it was
grown dulled by age and indolence. In confe-
quence of your reclaiming it, I atked myfelf
whence you feel fo much difregard for certain
authors whofe fame is cﬁaﬂt;lﬂl:cd. You have
ed reafons for withholdin

‘mﬁongo?r‘;m fome, om the pleag g?m th?ir
ing imitators—it was natural then, to afk my-
felf again, whenee they had ebtained fo mich
‘mlebr.itI? I think I have difcovered a caufe,

which toh
and. that caufe 1 fufpe@ to have been, that cer-
tain of thofe authors | groce —do not take
me for adiciple of Lord Chafterfield, nor ima~
gine that I mean to eve&t into a capital in-
gredient of writing—but I do believe that it isa
perfume that will preferve from putrefadtion;
and is diftin& even -from ftyle, which regards
expyeffion ; grace I think belongs to manner. It
is from the charm of gracethat I belicve fome
: ~ authors

do not remember to have feen noted ;.
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authors, not in your favour, obtained part of
their renown. v il in particular—and yet I
am far from difagreeing with you on his fubje&t
in general. 'There is fuch a dearth of invention
in the Zneid [and when he did invent, it was
often fo foolithly]; fo little good fenfe, fo
little variety, and fo listle power over the
paffions, that I bave frequently faid, from
contempt for his matter, and from the charm
of his harmony, that I believe § fhould like his
poem better, if I was to hear it repeated, and
did not underftand Latin. On the other hand,
he has more than harmony ; whatever he utters
is faid ‘gracefully, and he enobles his images;
efpecially in the Georgics, or at leaft it is more
fenfible. there from the humility of the fubjeét.
A Roman farmer might not underftand his dic-
tion in agriculture—but he made a Roman
courtier underftand farming, the farming of that
ages -and could captivate a lord of Aguftos’s
bedchamber; and tempt him to liften to
themes of rufticity. Statius and Claudian,
though talking of war, would make a foldier
defpife them gs bullies. That graceful manner
of thinking.in Virgil feems to me to be more
shan ftyle, if I do not refine too much; and I
admire, I confefs, Mr. Addifon’s phrafe, that
Virgil toffed about his dung with an air of ma-
jefty. ‘A ftyle may be excelient without grace
«for inflance, Dr. Swift’s. Eloquence may
beftow an immortal ftyle, and one of more dig-
nity ;5 yet eloquence may want that eafe, that
genteel air that flows. from; or conftitutes,grace..
Addifon himfelf was mafter of that grace, even
in his pieces of -humour, and which do not owe
their merit to ftyle; and from that combined fe-

Ej cert
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cret he excells all. men. that ever lived, but
Shakefpeare, in humour, by never dropping in-
to an approach towards burlefque andbuffoonery,
even when his humour defoended to charaQers
that, in any other hands, would have been vul-
garly low. - Is it not clear that Will Whimble
was a-gentleman, though he always lived at a
diftance from good company ? Fielding had as
much humour perhaps as Addifon? but having ne
idea of grace, is perpetual difgufting. His inn-
keepers and parfons are the grofieft of their pro-
‘feflion; and his gentlemen ave awkward when
they fhould be at their eafe.
. The Grecians had grace in every thing, in
. poetry, in oratory, in ftatuary, in architeCture,
“and probably in mufic and painting. The
‘Romans, it is.true, where their imitators; but
having grace too, imparted it to their copies,
which gave them a merit, that almoft raifes them
to the rank of originals. Horace’s Odes acquired
their fame, no doubt, from the graces of his
yanner, and purity of his ftyle; the chief
praife of Tibullus and Propertius, who certain-
1y cannot boaft of more meaning than Horace’s
Odes. . :
Waller, whom you prefcribe, Sir, owed his
reputation to the graces of his manner, though
he frequently ftumbled, and- even fell flat: but
a few ‘of his fmall pieces are as graceful as pof-
fible : one might fay, that he excelled in paint-
ing ladies in enamel, but could not fucceed ia
portraits in oil large as life. Milton had fuch
fuperior merit, -that I will oyly fay, that if his
Angels, his Satan, and his Adam, Kave a8 much
dignity as the Apollo Belvedere, his Eve has all
the delicacy and graces of the Venus of Medici,
. . as
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as his defcription of Eden has the colouring of
Albano. Milton’s tendernefs imprints ideas\as
graceful as Guido’s Madonnas; and the Alle-
gro, Penferofo, and Comus, might be denoted
from the three Graces; as the Italians give fin-
ular titles to two or three of Petrarch’s beft
onnets. - : ,

Cowley, I think, would have Rad grace (for
his mind was graceful) if he had had any ear,
or if his tafte had not been vitiated by the puc-
fuit of wit; which, when it does not offer it~
felf naturally, degenerates_ into tinfel or pert~

nefs. Pertnefs is the miftaken afeltation of -

grace, as pedantry” produces erroncous dignity ;.
the familiarity of the one, and the clumfinefs of
the other, diftort, or prevent, grace. Nature,
that furnifhes famples of all qualities, and in the
fcale - of -gradation exhibits alf poffible fhades,
affords us types that are'more - appolfite than
words. The eagle is fublime, the lion majeftic,
the fwan graceful, the monkey pert; the bear ri-
diculoufly awkard. I meéntion thefe as more
expreffive and comprehenfive than ¥ could make

definitions of my meaning; but 1 will apply’

she fwan only, under whofe wings I will fhelter’
an-apology for Racine, whofe pieces give me an
idda f that bird. The colouring of the {wan is
puré;-ﬁ'h attitudes are ' graceful, he ‘never dif-
pleafes 'you hwhen fajling on his proper element,

Hig feet may be-ugly, his notes-hiffing,'not mu--

fical, his walk- ndt matural ;- he can foar, but it

is with difﬁcultfy. Still the impreflion the fwan’

leaves is that o .
: Boileau may' be icomfiared to the dog,’ whofe:
fagacity is remakkable; a8 el as its fawifing on
its miaftery andrs fn&rﬂhg‘dt‘-tﬂok"ibgdiﬂikcia;
RN Ey4

grace—fo does Racine. . 0 -

.
.-

4
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If Boileau was too auftere to admit the pliability
of grace, he eompenfates by fenfe and propriety.
He is like (for 1 will drop animals) an upright
‘magiftrate whom you refpet; but whofe juftice
and feverity leave an awe, that difcourages fa«
miliarity. His copies of the ancients mag be
too fervile—but if a good tranflator deferve
praife, Boileau deferves more : he certainly does
not fall below his originals ; and, confidering at
what period he wrote, has greater merit fiill.
By his imitations he held out to his countrymen
models of tafte, and banifhed totally the bad
tafte of his predeceffors. For his Lutrin, re-
plete with excellent poetry, wit humour, and
fatire, he certainly was not obliged to the an-
.cients. Excepting Horace, how little idea had
either Greeks or Romans of wit and humour !
Ariftophanes and Lucian, compared with mo-
derns, were, the one a blackguard, the other a
buffoon. In my eyes, the Lutrin, the Difpen~
fary, and the Rape of the Lock, are ftandards
of grace and elegance, not to be paralelled by
antiquity ; and eternal reproaches to Voltaire,
whofe indelicacy in the Pucelle degraded him ag
much, when compared with the three authors I
have named, as his Henriade leaves Virgil, and
even Lucan, whom he more refembles, by far
his fuperiors. The Dunciad is blemithed by
the offenfive images of the games, but lt‘lg;; poc~
try a to me admirable; and though the
m& .bas obfeuritics, I prefer it to. the
three others. It has defcriptions not furpafied .
by any poet that cver exifted ; and which furely
A writer merely ingenious will never equal. The
lines on Italy, on Venice, on Convents, have
all the grace for whick £ contend, as di:_ﬁn&
. - Tom-




[

WALPOLIANA. 39

from poetry, though united with the moft beau.
tiful ; and tgze Rape ofthethleock, befides the
erigimlity o t part of the invention, is a
-R'andard%f gn}ulpvavriting.

In general, I believe that what I call grace,,
is denominated: elegance; but by grace T
mean fomething: higher. I-will explain my--
felf by inftancess; Apollo is graceful, Mer~
cury elegant. _ .

Petrarch perhaps owed his whole merit to the
harmony of his numbers, and the graces of his-
ftyle. They conceal his poverty of meaning,.
and want of variety. His comphints too may:
have added an intereft, which, had. his paflion.
been fuccefsful, and had expreflfed itfelf with
equal famenefs, would have made the numbet-
of his fonnets: infupportable. Melancholy in-
poetry, I am inclined to think, contributes to-
grace, when it is not difgraced by pitiful lamen--
tations, fuch as Owid’s and Cicero’s in their
banifhments. We refpe& melancholy,. becaufe:
it imparts a fimilar affe€tion, pity. A gay wri~
ter, who fhould only exprefs fatisfattion with~
eut " variety, would foen be naufeous.

Madame de Sevigné fhines both in grief and:

-gaiety. There is too much of forrow for her

daughiter’s abfence ; yetit-is always exprefled by
new tuins, new imagesz and often by wit,;
whofe tendernefs has a- melancholy air. When:
fhe forgets her concern, and returns to ber nae-
tural difpofifion, gaiety,. every paragraph has:

-novelty { herallufions, her applications, arg.-the:;

happieft poffible. " $he has the art of making you.
acquainted with all her acquaintance 3 and-* at-=;
taches you even to the fpots fhe inhabited. Her
language is corredt, though - unftudied ; “and

: Es whem
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when her mind ' is full of any great event, fhe
interefts. you with the warmth of a dramatic:
writer, not with the chilling impartiality’ of am,
hiftorian. Pray read her accounts of the death
of Turénne and of the arrival of King James in .
France, and tell me whether you do not. know
their perfons, as if you had lived at the time.
For my part, if you will allow me a word of
digreflion (not that I have written with any me-
thod), I hate the cold impartiality recommended
to hiftorians ; f vis me flere, dolendum eff primusm
ipf tibi—but that I may not wander again, nor
tire, nor contradi® you any more, 1 will finith
now ; and fhall-be glad if you will dine at
Strawberry-Hill next Sunday, and take a bed
there; when I will tell you how many more
Karts of your book have pleafed me, than

ave ftartled my opinions, or, perhaps, pre-
judices. s '

fam, Sir, your obedient, humble fervant;,
Hor. WaLPoLE.

_ P.8. Be o good as to let meknow, by aline:
by the poft to Strawberry-Hill, whether I fhall
haye the pleafure of fecing you on Sunday.

.

Asecdotes of the Streets.

There is a French book called Anedotes das
.Rues de Puaris. 1 had begun a fimilar work,
¢ Anecdotes of the Streets of London.” I in- -
terded, in imitation of the French original, to
-have pointed out the ftreets and houfes where
any remarkable incident had happened. ButI
found the l.bour would be too great, in colle&t-

wg
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ing. materials from varioys refonrces: and I
- ahandoned the deﬁgn, ‘aftet havmg wnttcn aboug
ten o;twclve pages. .,z LT .

o Bon.r—Mot.r

1 have madc a_ calletion of the witey fay-
mgs of Charlgs I[ I have:alfo a_cojle@tion
of bens-mots, :by ‘people. who only faid one
;v;tty thmg in tlge whole - courfe of their

es.

Charles II hcanng a_high chara@er of 2
. preacher in the country, attended, one of his
iermons. Exprcﬂ'mg his diffatisfaltion, ene of
the courtiers replied, that the, preacher was ap-~
plauded to the fkies by his congregation, ¢« Aye,™

“obferved the King, «1 fuppofe lns nonfenfe
{uits their nonfenfe.”

et o

, Sir Robert w. alpole.

. gc, tbc Firft dul not underﬁand Englifhe

Geor e-the Second {poke the language pretty
well, but .with a- broad, Genman accent. - My,

fathcr < brulhed his old Latm,” to ufe a,

phrafe of 1zabet11, in order to converfe:

with, the ﬁri Hanovu'lan fovereign : and ruled

both kings in fpltc of even their miftrefes.
R G’eorge L

I can tell you, from ungueftionable authomty',.
.a remarkable fa&t genetally fufpected, but not
accurately known.. TFhe: count. Koningfmark,,
who affaflinated Mr. Thynne in Pall-mall, af-
terwards became. ah admxrcr of the_wife- ofElthe

. : ec-

1
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EleQoral Prince of Hanover, who was to- fuc-.

teed to the Englith throne by the ftyle of
George I.  The prince was often abfent in the
army, and Koningfmark was {ufpelted to bave
occupied his place.. The EleQtor hzm%?nged
at the real or fuppofed infult, ordered ingf-
mark to be firangled. When George II. made
his firft journey to Hanover; he ordered fome
repairs in the palace, and thé body was found
under the floor of the princefs’ drefling-room.

It is fuppofed the ﬁt(g' caufe of fufpicion arofe
from Koningfmark’s hat being found in -the
apartment of the princefs. r. Hoadley, in
his & Sufpicious hufband,” introduces 2 fimilar
incident while the lady remains immaculate.
This pleafed George the Second, who was con-
vinced of his motber’s innocence. It is whim-
fical that this prince often exprefled his anger by

throwing dewn his hat, and kicking it about -

the room. .
George I. was, however, feparated from his

wife ; and there was no queen in his reign. He.

.had two miftreffes. One was Mifs Schulenberg,

afterwards created Duchefs of Kendal; a tall,
thin gawky. 'The other was the Countefs of
" Platen, who was created Countefs. of Darling-
ton ; and who, for fize, might have been eom-~
pared to an elephant and caftle. This couple of
rabbits occafioned much jocularity on their
firft importation. -

| Univrfiticr,
King William' afked Mr. Locke how long ke

thought the revolution principles might laft in--

England. “The philofopher anfwercd, ¢ Till
S this

—
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this getferstion fhalt -have pafied awdy, and our
univerfities thall have had time to breed a new
one.” Many things I difapprove in our univer-
fitics, where the countty gentlemen are educated
in toryifm by tory clergy. . .

Hiftory.
Smoller’s Hiftory of England was written in
.two years, and is very defedtive. ‘
Thinking to amufe-my fathér once, after his
retirement from the minifiry, I offered to reada
book -of -hiftory. ¢ Any thing but hiftory,”
faid he, ¢ for hiftory muft be falfe.” -

“Btyle.

With te fiyle, I think Addifon far
. inferior té Dryden—w—and Swift is much more
correéX. : o

Every newfpaper'is now written in ¥ good
fiyle. When I am confulted about ftyle, 1
often fay, « Go to the Chandler's fhop for a -
ftyle.” - R '
: yE)m' common cenverfation is now in a good .
fiyle. When this is the cafe, by the matural
of Jknowledge, writers are apt to think
they muft diftinguith themfelves by an uneom-
mon ftyle—hence elaborate ftiffoefs, arid quaint
brifliance. Had the authors of the filver age of
Rome written juft as they eonverfed, their
‘works would have vied with thofe of the golden
age. ‘What a prodigious labour an author often
takes to deftroy his own reputation!  As in old
prints with ‘ curious - flowered -borders, uncom-
¢ mom

N
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_maen induftry is cxcrtcd—-'—Only to mn the
eﬂ’:&

3

Fawse.

Much of reputation depends on the’ period
in which it arifes. The Italians proverbially ob-
ferve, that one Aalf of fame depends on that
‘caufe. In dark periods, when talents appear,
they thine like the fun through a {mall hole in

-the window-fhutter. The firong beam dazzles
amid the furrounding gloom. Open the fhut-
ters, and the general diffufion of hght a,ttraéts
no notice. e

Tﬂﬂa;

. Literature has ‘many revolutions. If an au-
.thor could arife from tIn: dead, after. a hundred
years, what would be his furprife’at the adven-
tuges of his own works ! I often fay, ¢ Perhaps
my books rhay be publifhed in Paycrno{ter-
Row.’

The name of Horatis 1 diflike. It i is the-~
atrical 3 and not Enghfh I have, ever fince
T was a youth, written and f{ubfcribed Horace;
an Englith name for an Englithman. In all my
boeks (and perhaps you will think of the aump
rofus Horatiiis) 1 {o {pell my name.

I always retain the - Zo on my lctters, and
I think the omifion an impropriety. The
mere name is too naked,, while the old ad-
drefles - were .too prolix, We do not now ad-
~drefs an Earl as ¢ Right Honourable;” “the
bare title is thought mepre than ¢ right” ho-
.moyrable. ..

Bifbop
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Bifhop Hoadley was a true - whig, he once
preached a fermon on the anniverfary of the.
Reftoration, and printed it with this witty ti-
tle, ¢ The Reftoration no Blefling without the
Revolution.” He ufed to exprefs great eon-
tempt for the univerfities ; and obferved, as an
inftance of their great progrefs in learning,

that the one had publifhed Shakefpear, and the -
other Hudibras* , ‘

Secret Services.

1 obferve that Sir John Sinclair, in his book
on the revenue, builds much on Bolingbroke’s
affertions, which, as proofs, amount to no-
thing. : .

Some have confidently afferted, that Sir’
Robert Walpole’s. large fecret fervice money
went to newfpapers; while, in fa&, it was
neceffary in order to fix this family on the
throne. Lord Orrery, fecretary to the Pre-
tender, had a penfion from Sir Robert Wal-
pole of two thoufand pounds a year. . The lord,
his “fucceffor, who wrote the life of Sawift,
took lord Orford afide in the Houfe of Peers,
and told him he had made ftrange difcoveries
in his father’s papers. ¢ Aye,” faid Lord
Orford,” but-the lefs you dpeak’ of ‘that, the
better. You are an honeft man, and thatis
enough.” : ‘

® Hanmer’sand Dr, Grey's.
i F allion
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Faltion confuted by Falls.
Tt was not Lord Bath, but Lord Egmont,

who wrote the famous pamphlet; ¢ a&ioh

confuted by FaQs.”
Princefs Dowager of Wales.

The king-had quarrelled with Bute before:
Me came to the throne; it.was his mother,
the princefs dowager, who forced her fon to
employ that nobleman. I am as mueh con-
vinced:of an amorous connexion between B. and
the P. D..asif Fhad feen them together.

The P, D. was a woman of firong mind.
When fhe was very ill fhe would order her
carriage, and drive about the ftreets, to thew
that {he was alive. The K. and Q. ufed-to go
and fee her every evening at eight 0’Clock ; but
when fhe got worfe they went at feven, pre-
tending. they miftook the hour. The night be-

fore her death they were with her flom feven to

nine.. She keeped up the converfation 5 ufus
al, went to bed, and was found dead in the

, morning.. She died of the evil, which’quite-

confumed her. _
Mifcellancous Antiguities:

Here is a lift of curious articles, which I'in=

* tended for other Numhers of my "Mifcellaneous

Antiqpitiés, i that publicition had been ed-
eouraged. ' o
r.. Original 'Remonftrance from . General
Monk to King Charles II. concerning the Plan:
of Goverpment he was to follow, 1660.
2. Ca-

’
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2. Co. Letter from Mr.. William Neve to Sir
Thomas Holland, touching. the Death and Fu-
neral of James I.

- 3. Co. Singular Letter from Sir John Stan-
hope, 17 April, 1597 : a fpecimen of the court
bribery of the times.

4. Co. Letter from the Duchefs of Cleve.
land to King Charles II. from the original in
Lord Berkfhirc’s hands, Paris 1648.

5. Co. Nine Letters from the celebrated Earl
of Rochefter to his Countefs. .

6. Defcription of a curious MS. temp. H. -
VL ; with a French Poem addrefled by the Earl
of Shrewfbury to that king’s queen.

7. (Printed Tral.) A Rclatxon of Lord
Nottingham’s Embafly to Spain 1604, by Ro- -
bert Trefwell SomcrlYet Herald, 16035, 4to.
~ 8. Co. Thc Bee, a Poem, by the Earl of

Eflex, 1598. -
9.’ i&t«.r of News from T. Cromwell,
1634. .

10..Co. A fingular Letter from a rich Heir
efs upon her Masria
- 11. (Printed Tra g) A Mafque ; in "which
Prince Charles afted, 1636.

12. Extra@s concerning the Wardrobe of~
Edward II,

13. Co. of a long and curious Letter of
Father Peter, Confeflor of James IL. to Fa-
ther La Chaife, , Confeffor of Lewis XIV., on .
the State of Affairs in England, dated 18t
March, 1687.

14. Original Letter of Oliver Cromwel
to his Wife, after the Battle of Dunbar, 1650.

15. Co, Letter from Sir Edward Herbert,
Father of Lord Herhert of Cherbury. 6. Co.

1

i
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16. Co. Singular Letter. from Sir Symonds
d’Ewes, 162g5. .

17. Relation of the Duke of Buckingham®s
Entertainment in France 1671, and fome
Notes, &c. by Lord Clarendon.—A moft re-
markable account of the murder of Lady Lei~
cefter by her Lord. - ' :

18. Co. Letters from Queen Mary to Lady
Rufleli, Widow of Lord Ruflell, from the
Originals in the Poffeffien of the Duke of Bed-
ford. .

'19. Original Letter from Queen Catherine
Par, the Year fhe died, 1548, to the Lord
High Admiral Seymour, her Hufband. - :
P 20. Letter from Lady Haftings to .Cardinal

ole. o L

21. Original Letter from Lady Huntingdon.
to Cardinal Pole. : o

22. Another- Original Letter to Cardinak
Pole. - o Coee

23. The Original Expence Book of the Mar.
quis of Buckmgham, the moft ‘magnificent
Peer of his Time, 1622 and feq. as kept by his
. Treafurer. (From this large volume only ex-

tracts thould be made } RO

'Lg'ﬁ gf.Mr.r. Bellamy, o

. T have been reading -a book called Mrs. Bel-
Jamy’s Apology for her life. To my certain
knowledge one half of it is-falfc ; .and I there-
fore believe the whole is in the like predica-
nent. - T ) .

- T Funits.
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; ' - Junius.

e

I.was informed by Sir John Irwine, that one
day, when he was at Mr. Grenville’s, Mr. G,
told Sir John, that he had that morning receiv-
ed a Letter from Junius, faying, that he ef-
teerned Mr. G. and might foon make himfelf
known to him. This affords me proof pofitive
that the celebrated author of thofe letters could
not be Mr. Grenville’s fecretary, as was re-
ported®. .

I really fufpe@ Single-fpeech Hamilton to
‘have been ‘the author from the following cir-
cumftance. . One day, at a hoife, where he
happened to be, he repeated the contents of that -
day’s Junius ; while, in fa&, the printer had
delayed the publication till next day. Hamil-
ton was alfo brought forward by Lord Holland ;
and it is remarkable, that Lord Holland.’
though very open to cenfure, is not once men-

tioned.

* Mr. Almon’s recent difcovery on this topic, in his ufual
inaccurate way of ipfe dixit, without any reference .or au~
thority, way be the truth, but is certainly very improbable.
A {oung Irithman, author of the Letters of Junius! This
embryo Burke would infallibly have been produced in public
life, as his talents deferved. . 'I'he mafculine maturity of
the ftyle indicates an experienced writer. The fone is that
of a‘men converfant in public affairs. ‘Why dic in an ob-
feure fuation, in the Eaft Indies, when a mere difcovery of
his own fecret would have infured fame and fortune ? Jacre-
dulxs odi. - The wbig refembles the ftyle of Junius—but how
many fuccefsful imitations of his fiyle have apfcucd! itis
cafy to aps any fiyle—but to found a new ftyle of fingular
force and dignity1s a different matter!

Among meré conjeures, . the “foliowing may have its
place. The titkeis, « The Letters of Funius. Stat nominis

. mmbra.”  Funius is the umbra, the tranflation, .« f Young only.

Nir can the motto refer to the fase, then in ‘an acme of

fplendour. .
¥ .Garrick,
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Garrick, dining with ‘me, told me, that,
having been at Woedfall’s, he learned that the
Junius of that day would be the laft. Upon
which, hurrying to St. James’s, he reported this
intelligence to feveral people. Next day he re-
ceived a letter from Junius, informing him that,

. if he ufed fuch freedoms, a letter to him fhould

appear. From this Garrick concluded that the
author was about the court.

Bali:gbroke land Marlborough.

Lord Bolingbroke difcovered a foible of the
great. Duke of Marlborough, that he delight-
ed in tying Mifs Jenning’s garters, When
he repeated the ftory, he ufed to add, “ What
is known to women is known to the world.™

| .i’ortrait.r of Mary Queen of Scots.

* The falfe portraits of Mary Queen of Scots
arc infinite—but there are many genuine, as
may be expected of a woman who was Queen
of France, Dowager of France,” Queen “of
Scotland. I have a drawing by Vertue, from
a gemine portrait unengraved. That artift was
a papilt and a Jacobite, and idolifed Mary.
At Lord Carleton’s defire, and being paid by
him, Vertue engraved a pretended M‘;ry, in

that nobleman’s pofieffion, but loudly. declared _

his difbelicf. Yet has this portrait been copied
in Freron’s curious Hifloire de Marie Stuart,
Londres (Paris), 1742, 2 vols. 12 mo. and in
many other works ; - while the genuine Mary by
Vertue, with the fkeleton and her age, has not
‘been re-engraved. :

»

The |
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The world is generally averfe
Toall the truth it fees or hears,
.But fwallows nonfenfe and a lie
With greedinefs and gluttony.

"So Afays Hudibras, Ibelieve: for Iquote from
memory. -

M. Tu‘mley’: Hudibras.

Speaking of Hudibras, it was long cfteemed
an ix:}m!ﬁbility to give an adequate tranfla-
Tion of that fingular work, in any language ;
fill more in French, the idiom of which is
very remote from the concifenefs of the or-
g To our -aftonifhment, Mr. Townley,
an Englith gentleman, has tranflated Hudibras
into French, with the fpirit and concifenefs of

Squirrels and Mice—Lord Pembroke,

"Regum after breakfaft, in the fummer feb-
{on, at leaft, Mr. Walpole ufed to mix bread
- and milk in 2 large bafon, and throw it out-at
the window of the fitting-room, for the fquir-
rels ; who, foon after, came down, from the
high trees, to enjoy their allowance. This in-
ftance of tamenefs and confidence, led to one
yet more remarkable, related by Mr. Walpole.

“When I vifited the .old Earl of Pembroke,
at'Wilton, he would always, before dinner, cut
a flice of bread into fmall dice, and fpread them
en the chimney-piece of the dming-room. I
awas at firft furprifed at this ceremony, tilfl 1
. faw
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faw a number of mice creep from invifible
crevices, to partake the EarPs unufual hofpi-
tality. :

“That nobleman had feveral eccentricities.
He one morning took it into his head to daub
with colours the cheeks and eyes of his fine
ftatues. Tranfported with the novelty of his .
creation, he ran in queft of the ladies, t6 fhew_
them this furprifing improvement. Meanwhile
a waggith youth, his relation, had extended
the colouring to fome other parts. <« Walk in,
ladies, it is life itfelf,” faid the old-earl. His
furprife, and the confufion of the women, may
be eafily imagined.

Biographia.

I had happened to fay that the Biographia
Britannica was an apology for evéry body.. This
reached the ears of Dr. Kippis, who was pub-
lithing 2 new edition; and who retorted that the
life of Sir Robert Walpole fhould prove that
the —Biogtaphia was not an apology for every
body. Soon after I was furprifed with a vifit
ft_om the Do&or, who came to folicit materials
for my father’s life. Y ou may guefs I very ci-
villy refufed. L

Connoiffeurs.

Dr. Ducarel was a_poor creature. He was -

keeper of the library at Lambeth; and I wanted
a copy of that limning there, which is prefixed
to my Royal and Noble Authors. Applying to
the Do&or, I found nothing but delays. * I’
myft purchafe his works, and take fome of his

' antiques
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antigues at an exorbitant price, &c. Com-
pletely difgufted,-I. applied to the Archbifhop
himfelf, who immediately permitted a drawing
to be taken. . : .

- Sir #*% *** {5 another poor cregture of acon-
poiffeur.”. Heds, in tryth, a mere dealer in an-
tiquities, and fome of them not the moft ge-
nuine.

Eontenelle. s ,

Fongeénelle, in his old age, was very deaf,
and was always attended in company by a ne-
phéw, a talkative, vain young man, When any:
thing remarkable had .efcaped Fontenelle’s ap-
ditory nerve, he ufed to apply to his nephew,,
. What .was faid ?” This coxcomb would often
' anfwer, “ Uncle, I faid—"" Bab! was the con-.

-« fant gdétort of the philofopher.

o 1;5;‘('1147?}. :

- Fontepelle’s Dialogues on the Plurality of
‘Wonlds, firft rendered me an infidel. Chyif-
tianity, and’ & plurality of .worlds, are, in my
opinion, _irgcancilgable., -Indeed, one would
be'puzzled enough to reconcile modern_ difco- -
veriés.on this globe alone, with any divine reve-
lation. I never try to make converts; but ex-
pe&t and claim to enjoy my own opinion, and
other people may enjoy theirsy It is my Bill of
Rights. If a religious {yftem be infallibly true,
and finfpired by heaven ‘#ielf; what, human - ef-
fort can -injure it? lorollerance ity /0,6 -4 "
,proof of -falfehood.. Truth,. farjfrom. being: tao -

‘delicate to be ‘touched, is fgpgthened by op- .
T -~ pofition
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pofition and ‘difcuflion. _ Yet in what country is
a fair oppofition to the eftablifhed religion per~
mitted / Are not fame, rewards, emoluments,
wholly on the fide of the priefthood ? Ought
they not to be open to all perfuafions ? One man
ﬁ! an archbifhopric, and ten thoufand- a year,
afferting a- fyftem perbaps: falfe. He who
could even mathematically, if poffible, demon-
ftrate its falfehood, would only run a rifk of
being burnt. Is this truth 2-Is this equality of
difcuffion! O fye, gentlemen! firft lay down
your preferments, and then argue. Arguments
from felf-intereft are of no avail with the wife.
But as ‘difintereftednefs and poverty were the
very foundations of your fyftem, fo felfin-
tereftednefs and wealth will be its ruin..
Atheifm 1 diflike. It is gloemy, uncomfort-
able; and, in my eye, unnatural and irrational.
It certainly requires more credulity to believe
that there is no God, than to believe that there is.
This fair creation, thofe magnificent heavens, the
fruit of matter and chance! O impofhble !

-1 go to church fom}f“ti";m:s, in order to induce
my {ervants-toge toc . I am no hypocrite.
I'zo not go hgdu'to perfuade them to believe
what I do not believe myfelf. A good moral
fermon may inftru&t and benefit them. I only
fet them an example of liftening, not of be-
lieving. :

Methodifm.
My neighbour, Mrs. **¥, is g rank methoditt.
Ske torments all the parifh. She wanted me to
turn away an old {ervant, becaufe he had two

baftards. I-pity her-hufband. A man, occu- .
. pied
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pied with India and China, tobe plagued with a
methodift wife! She wants' to convert -him.
‘This Chinas indeed, is a bad dofe. Hundreds
of millions who have never heard of Chrift and
Judea, nor of Mahomet and Arabia! Even the
-'Salvator Mundi, die to no purpofe! To fave the
hundredth part of the hundredth part of a frac-
tion of mankind! What an infult to the faith !
- 'We ought to have a ‘crufade againft thofe
"Chinefe, and baptize them in their blood, byall
‘méans. The fhocking infideld ! '

.41'»}/}7'0:1g’: Works, P

. Dr, Armftrong’s Poern-on Health is very well.
T was induced t'other day to glance at his own
colleCtion of his works in two {mall volumes.
‘His pride is moft difgufting, If you believe
-him, there was no judge of poetry in England—
Except himfelf. An author:{thould either know,
_or fuppofe, that there are in this enlightened
country thoufands of readers; whomight perhaps
"write as well as himfelf, on any topic; butwho,
at;.any rate, may be-fuperior judges, though
) ﬂ“ﬁ! be too lazy to call their tafte into a&tive ex-
_ertion. ' His profe is quaint and uninterefting ;
~often puerile.—I only. remember his objection
to the phrafe fubjes? matter, whichis juft: His
tragedy has no incidents, and the language is
all in a flutter. His Winter, in imitation of
Shakfpeare, deferves to be better known.

) F Original
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Original Letier, on “improvements of -the. Englif®
language®, &Kc. :

Since I received your book, Sir, I fcaxce
ceafed from reading till I had finithed it; fo ad-
mirable I found it, and fo full of good fenfoy
.brightly delivered. Nay, I am pleafed with
myfelf too, for having formed the fame opiniom
with you on feveral points, in which we do not
agree with the generality of men. On fome to-
pics I confefs 3s frankly I do not concur with
you ; confidering how many you have touched,
it would be wonderful if we agreed on all, for
I fhould not be fincere if Ifaid I did. There
arc others on which I have formed no opinion,
for I thould give myfelf an impertinent air with
no truth, if I pretended to have agy knowledge
of many fubjeéts,  of which, young as yon are,
you feem to have made yourfelf mafter.” Indeed
1 have gone deeply into. nothing, and therefore
fhall not difculs thofe heads on which we differ
moft, as prabably I thould not defend my opinions
well.  There is. but one part of yoyr work to
which I will venture any objeion, though yon
Jave confidered it mugh, and 1 little—yery litle
indeed with rcggd; te your propofal, which, tp
ane is but two.days old. Y'mean, your plap for
the improvement of .our language, which Lallow
has fome defedls, a '}II}:IC}I wagtg correétion
in feveral particulacs,  The fpecific amgndment
which.yw,pf&;mfe, and 'to which ﬂiigg» is
the addition of &’s and s to our términations.
To change s for.ain the plural number of our

\ : . fub-
® The book alluded to was written in early youth, and has

many juvenile crude ideas, long fince abandened by its
wuthor. ’ .
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iubib.nt;ves and adjeCtives, would be fo violent

an alteration, that I believe neither the power of
Power, nor the power of Genius, would be able
toeffie@ it. In moft cafes I am convinced that
very flrong innovations are more likely to make
umpreflion than fmalt and almoft imperceptible
differences, as in Religion, Medicine, Politics, &c.
but I do.not think that Language can be treated
in the fame manner, efpecially in a refined age.
When 2a nation firt emerges from barbarifm,
two- or three mafterly writers may operate won-
ders; and the fewer the number of writers, as
the number is {fmall at fuch a period, the.more
abfolute is their authority. But when a country’
has been polithing itfelf for two or three centu-
ries, and when confequently authors are innu-~
merablé, the moft fupereminent genius (or who-
ever is efteemed fo, though without foundation),
poffefies very limited enpire, and is far from
meeting implicit obedictice. -Every petty writer
will conteft very novel intitutions; every inch
of change in any language will be difputed : and
the language will semain as it was, longer than
the tribunel, which fhould diftate very hetero-
ous alterations. -

" With segard to adding .a or o to nafal confos
nants, conbder, ‘Sir, thould the ufage be adopt-
ed, what havoc would i make? AN our poe-
try would be defetive in merre, or would be--

. come at once as obfolete as Chaucer; and could

|

we promife ourfelves, that we fhould acquire
better harmony, agd more rhimes, we (hould
have a new crop of poets to replace Milton,
Dryden, Gray, and I am forry you will not al-
low meto uz:l, Pope. You might enjoin our-
profe to be reformed, as you have done lgv the

Fa pece
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Spe€tator int your -*¥¥¥¥#%¥* byt try Dryden’s
Ode by your new inftitution, ' :

I beg your pardon for thefe trivial obfervati-
ons. I affure you I could write a letter ten
times as long, it 1 were to fpecify all I like in
your work. I more than like molt of it; and X
am charmed with your glorious love of liberty,

and your other humane and noble fenti-
ments. * B Ok * B % Rk X K * =
»* % ¥ % ®» * % L * » % B
It is as great as uncommon, and gives me as
good an opinion of your heart, Sir, as your
baok daes of your great fenfe. Bosh affure me
that you will not take ill the liberty T have ufed
in exprefling my doubts on your plan for amend-

ing our language, or for any I may ufein dif-

{enting from a few other fentiments in your
work 3 as I fhall in what I think your too low
opinion of fome of the French writers, of your
preferring Lady Mary Wortley to Madame Se-
vigné 3 and of your efteeming Mr. Hume a man
of a deeper and more folid underftanding than
. Mr. Gray. Inthe two laft articles it is impoffi-
ble to think more differently than we do. In
Lady Mary’sletters, which 1 never could read
but once, I difcovered no merit of any fort;
yet 1 have feen others by her (unpublifhed) that
have a good deal of wit; and for Mr. Hume
.ive me leaye to fay, that I think your opinion.
that be might have ruled a flate, ought to be qua-
lified a little, as in the very next page you fay—
his Hiflory is a_mere apology far prerogative, and
a wery weak one.  If he could have ruled a flate,
one muft prefume at beft that he would-have
been an able tyrant—and yet ‘I fhould fufpe@
that a man who fitting coolly in his chamber

could
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could forge but a weak apology: for prerogative,
would riot have exercifed it. very wifely. Iknew

- perfonally, and well, both Mr. Hume and. Mr.
Gray ;- and thought there was no degree of com»
parifor: between- their underftandings—and, in
fa&, Mr. Hume’s writings were fo fuperior, to
his converfation, that I frequently faid he under-
ftood nothing till he had written upon it. What
you fay, Sir, of the difcord in his hiftory front
his love of prerogative, and hatred of church-
men, flatters me much, as I have taken notice
of that very unnatural difcord in a piece I print-
ed fome years ago, but did not publifh, and
which.I will fhew to you when I have the plea-
fure of feeing you here: a fatisfation I fhall be
glad to tafte whenever you will let me know you
are at leifure after the beginning of next week.
Yam, 8ir, with great refpect and eftecm, your.
obedient, humble {ervant,,

Hor. WaLPOLE. -

Strawberry-Hill,. une 23, 1785,
; ~ .

Lord Cheflerfield.

The reafon why Diord Chefterfield could not
fucceed at court was this. After he returned
from his embafly at the Hague, he chanced to.
engage in play at court one night, and won
" 1500L. Not cﬂooﬁng to carry fuch a fum home,
at fo late an hour, he went to the apartment of
the Countefs of Suffolk, the royal miftrefs, and
left the money with her. The Queen’s apart-
ments had a window which looked into the ftair-
cafc leading to thofe of the Countefs, and the

TRz <. wass
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was informed of the tranfaltion. She ruled
all, and pofitively obje&ed to Chellerfield evear
being named.

Countsfs of Sufolh.

This Countefs of Suffolk had married Mr
Howard ;5 and they were fo poer, that they took
a refolution of going .to Hanover, before. the
death of Queen Anne, in order to pay their
court to the future royal family. - Such was
" their poverty, that, having invited fome friends
to dinner, and being difappointed of a fmall re-
mittance, flic was forced to fell her hair to fur-
vith the entertdinment. Long wigs were then
in fathien; and her hair, being fine, long, and
fair, produced twenty pounds. :

Sir Robert Walpole never paid any court to
Lady Suffolk ; a circumftance which greatly re-
- g¢ommended him to %e:cn Caroline. pon.

Mr. Howard’s becoming Tarl of Suffolk, by his
brother’s death, he withed to refcue his wife, but
dared not attempt it in the verge of the court..
Once he formed the plan to earry her off, as the
went to Hampton-court palace, but the Duke of
Argyle, and his brother, Lord Ilay, earried her
out in a poft-chaife, at eight o’clock in the
morning. . : :

The tory party withing to try if Lady Suffolkc
had any intereft, prevailed en her to requeft that
Lord Bathurft fhould be made an earl. It was
- refufed, and the party loft all hopes.

Mifi Ballendgn..
. The Prince, afterwards Gédrge II. was def~
perately in love with Mifs Ballenden, who hated .

him.
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Rint. Mis. Howard went between themd, but
mot fucceeding, the Prince was fdreed: to: con-
tent himfelf with the medidtrix, who was not.
pretty, but vety agreeable. IR
Mifs Balletien was exquifitely béautifol; and
as great an ornament to the court.of George 1.
as ‘her countrywoman, Mifs Stuart, had béento: .
that of Charles II. She was the daughter of
" Lord Ballendeh, dnd mdrtied Colottel. Campbell,
afterwards Duke of Argyle. ) .

- After -Ler marriage, hér fornser roya lover,
piqued by her difdain, feldom failed to ftep up-
to her at court, arid fay fuch cruel things that:
fhe would colour, and be moft undafy. . Unge~
nevousy eertaihly, as he ought rather to have
applauded her virtué. Henry IV. of France;
you know, priifed the lady whe anfwered him;.
that the ohly path to-her- ¢huttrber lay - through:
the oherch. :

Sir Robert Walpole,

On the death of George I.my father killed
two-horfes, in carrying the tidings to his fuc-
eeflor : and, kneeling down, afked who fhould
compofe lis Mdjefty’s. fpeech ? The King told
him to o to Sir Spencer Compton. That gen-.
tlemsan,. uniufed to public bufinefs, was forcedto:
ferid to Sir Robert, to requeft. his affiftance in.
the compofition. The Quéen, upon. this, afked:
the King if it were not better to employ his fa-
ther’s minifter, who could manage his buftnefs. °
without the help of. another 2 My father was
inftantly réappointed.

Somebody had told. the Princefs; afterwards:
Quéeni Garoline, that Sir Robert. Walpole had

Fgqa called,
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calléd her’ a -fat bitch. It -was not true, But .
fettling her jointure by parliament, when :
mas Pl:i'rgwefs. gf Wales;,y and 50,000l being *
propofed, Sir Robert, moved and obtained
1005000l .- The Princefs, in great good-hu- .
mour, fent him . word that the fat bitch had for--
given him. . .

. Fraderick Prince of Wales. ' f: :

It feems fatal to the Houfe of Brunfwick
to difplay a conftant fuccefion of quarrels be--
tween father and fon. George II. had quar-
relled with his father. Frederick, Prince of
Wales, was.a worthlefs fon. = The cant of li-.
berty, affumed by his partifans, was truly lu~:
dicrous, as much fo as the Prince’s pretended -
tafte for poetry and the arts. .I recolle® none :
of his anceftors eminent in arms: and that-
any of the family fhould have a real tafte for
letters, or the arts, would be little fhort of a
miracle. : . -

Corruption.

In my youth I thought of writing a fatire .
on mankind, . but now in my age I think I
fhould write an apology for them.  Several wor--
thy men, whom I know, fall into fuch unex-:
pected fituations, that to me, who know thefe:
fituations, their conduct is matter of compaffion, -
and not of blame. St

Sir- Robert Walpole ufed. to' fay, that it-
was fortunate fo few men could be prime mi«
nifters; ds it” was beft that .few. thould the-

- 3 L " roughly:
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roughly know the thocking wickednefs of man--

kind. . . ) :

I never heard himfay, thatall men have their
prices; and I believe: no fuch expreflion ever-
carqe:.from his mouth,

- Maxim of ‘Government,

Sir- Robert’s grand maxim of government'
was ‘Quieta ne movete :* 3 maxim quite oppofite
to thofc of our days.-

‘Walpole and Mnﬁn

I fhall tell you a great fecret, the caufe of
my late differenice with Mr. Mafon [1785].-
Lord H. Mafon, and I, ufed often to meet to--
gether, as we cordially agreed in our fentiments
of the public meafures purfued during this
reign. But when the India bill of Fox came:
to' be agitated, Mafon took a decided part-
againft it ;' nay, wrote to me tiat, upon this.
occafion; every' one ought to affift the King ;
and warmly recommended it to me to ufe my
influence in that caufe. - '

You may imagine I wasalietle furprifed at
this new ftyle of my old friend, and the imperti-
nenceof giving his- advice unafked. Ireturn--
ed a light, ironical anfwer. AsMafon had, in
a fermon’ preached before the Archbifhop. of-
York, publicly declared that"he would not ac~ .
cept of a bithopric, if offered'to him, I'jeeringly
told him that I fuppofed his antipathy-to a bith--
opric had fubfided. He being alo the firft pro-
moter of the York aflociations (which I never:
approved). I added {l;;;tl foppofed he intended;

.. 3 S

L0 22
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to ufe that fool W*** a5 a tool of popularity..

For W*** i3 {o ftupid that he cannot evem

write. Englith ; and the firf York affociation.
paper, which is written by W***, is nejthee
fenfe nor grammar. . . )
To return to Lord H. He was {6 obnoxious: -
to the court that, when his. mother lately d‘iec}ls.
the Queen did not fend a meffage to-his Coun-
tefs, to fay that fhe would.call on her; thongh:
this be always done in etiquette to. a coumtefs, ,
" and as. eonftantly refufed. In confequence
Lord and Lady H. never went near the court ::’
But when Fox’s Indiabill came te the Houfe of
Lords, Lord H. probably by Mafon’s fuggeftions,.
remained to the very laft of the queftion, and’
much diftinguifhed himfelf againft it.. Tle con~
fequence was,. that, a few days after; Lord H...
called on me, to fay that the King had fent hims
a meffage, requefting his agceptance of the eme-,
bafly te. Spain: and he concluded withi.begging:,
my advice on the occafion. ¥ told him at once:.
that, fince the King had fént fuch a meflage, I'.
thought it was in fa&t begging gardon: ¢ and:,
my Lord, Fthink you muit go to court, and re—--
turn thanks for the offer, as you: do not accept it
But lo and behold! in a day or two Lady H...
was made lady of the bedchamber to the Queen ;.
and Lord H. was conftantly -dangling in. the:
drawing-rooma . )
Soon after Mafon, im.another letter, afked
me what I thought. of Lord H.’s becoming. fuchs -
a courtier, &c.. I was really fhocked to fee a.

man, who had profefled fo much, treat fuch a -
matter fo lightly ;. and returned. a pretty fevere

anfwer. Among other matters, I faid ironical-.
ly, that, fince Lord Fh had:given. his cap-and
0 dagger
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ting: £ lelle mafter, he (Mafoff) e no
&gwgde! at my love f6r my bufk of
Caligula. For Lord H. ufed formerly always to
Wt 2 {aslering, oidithe:daprof liberfy betdvéen:
oo daggersy whess he went! torcourt: bue he
gare it (o 1iWehs Boy dpore-hist change.  And I,
though 2 whrin. filnd of répablicaifim®, havé
* fmuik bot of Caligulas - brodze, much ad«
mitedforits fine. workmtahfhip:- :
- The: confequénce: of trefe differenees has
Been, that we calk on-cach othery. but are on'the”
obldeftiterms., L o ’
“1 onght to have: mentiomed  that Mr. Mafon.
in his: lattewepiftie to- me;. condaled with: me ons
the death-of: my brother, by which I l6ft. r4o0t.
ayear. Hrmy anfwert toldihim theve was no
wom. forcondolence in- the affait, my brother
having attained.the age of feventy-fevens and E
4 myfelff'bein%an old maniof fixty-cight; {6 that:
it'was time for tlie. old child . te'give over buy-
ing of baubles. Iadded, that Mr. Mifon well .
knew thatthe place had "bees twice offered to -
mte for my-ewn life, butl had:refufed; and left:
it on the old fosging of my brothers,

Mafon-toor has turned' a kind of 2 courter,,
though ‘he wis formerl¢ fo notedy. that, being:
otic of the King’s: chaplains;; and . it being . his:
tam: to: préach- before. the royal family, the.
Queen ordered another to perform- the-office. :
But when this: fubftitute began- to read prayers,,
Mafon alfo began the fame fervice, He did not;
fay whether he proceeded 3, but this-I'had : from:+
liis-own. mouth ; and.as it happened. in-the.cha

o : Co peld

o Suck: were Ms; Wilpole's précif: words in 1985 ! cemam
Todpera micantur, ci nos mutamur in ilise
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pel at st. James's, it is_furprifing the town &ig

not know ‘it. Mafon in conkqucncc teﬁguut:

the chaphinfhi

.Mafon has fix or cight hundted a yeav, anﬁng
from a living to which ‘he. was prefented by the
Earl of Holdernefs,..and from-his York prebend.
In my laft letter to him, I afked if -(upernume-
zary church~offices: wére not among the articles
of Mr. Pitt’s reform ? I do think that Mafon
changed his featiments from a filly hope of fee-
ing. his favourite fcheme, of parliamentary re<
form, profper in Mr. Pitt’s hands, but which
that giddy boy afterwards fo noterioufly juggled.:

I neverthelefs muft regard the change as flat apof=:-

- tafy, for Pitt was then aéting in formal oppo-.
fition to the conftitution of his country, being:
the only minifler who ever wmbﬁood the Houfee\
of Commons.

pr v India Bxif’

In my opxmon Mr Fox’s Indm bill was nok
enly innocent, but falutary. In a converfation.
thlx Fox, I obferved that all the arguments.
brought againft that bill, of its forming a new
power in the conftitution, &c. had been for-.
merly urged, as appears from Burnet, againft,
* the conftituting of a baard of trade in William’s s
Teign : a meafure which was, however, carried,
into effe@t, and: has not been attended with one
bad confequence. -

-The following I heard with my own ears at |
2 nobleman’s table : After dinner. I happeped to
cutftay all the company, except two French

entlemen. One of them afked his lordfhip if
¢ knew Mi. Fox ? 'Fhe nobleman anfwered—
: . « A little,
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o« A little, as pcop.lc in the, world know each
other.” The French gentleman then faid, that.
he was juft fetting out for France fo had not
time to fee Mr. Fox; but hebegged his lorde
thip to tell him, that it was the univerfal opinion
in France, of the beft judges of the fubjedt,
that this bill prefented the only plan which could .
fecure India to England; and that its confe-
~ quences were fo apparent, that in’ France they
were. generally dreaded.

“The prefent views of the French [1785] are
evidently to diveft us of India, as they have
done of America. Qur fleet' muft of courfe
decline; and. in that cafe France hopes to dic-
tate to-us on all occafions, though the jealoufy
ef other powers. may prevent its canqueit of this. :

_country, Naval power xs, in all events, the, .
moft uncertain and precarious.of any;, as all hif-
tory confpires to evidence.. Ireland, by the in-
famous juggling of the « I’nopoﬁtxons,” has
loft all. confidence in. this country.. Were our
thipping and commerce to decline, all is loft,
for aur debts fwallow QUI FCVCRYE.. .

L Grage a

G‘ny wag a- d’exﬂ:, but a- violent enemy of
atheifts, fuch as he took Voltaire and Hume to.
be but, in my opinion, erroncoufly. )

uarrel between  Gray and me' arofe:

fram hw(\nmg too feriqus.a companion. . Lhad..
juft :broke loofe fram the reftraints of. the uni~
verfity,, with; 2s much money as.1 could. fpend,. ..
and. .} was.willing to indulge myfelf. Gray.
was for/anuquxtxes, &c. while . Lwas_ for, per—, ..
petual balls and plays. The fault was mma

. ¥ay
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' Giay' was g fnde: nitmn, of vedy uﬂg‘nﬁir

appearamce. :
: C‘mmr&fﬁm

'I'She' prdﬁ.m ”'m ndﬂ?el;;; the $otfi of -
Fanuary, though: the laf¥ did. Reatigre cori~
u-hdicgon, wl‘:en all'is-confidered. - But his onw-
ly'aim feems- to- be- that of oppofition: to- Ais~
randfather, who - d—=d his mother for
g-é—-lh, whcn he: heard thzt fibe had- ﬂleevﬂ.

[

- A’Mockﬂt leg - e

Lord B. zwlng‘ His celebratcd“brofhet iss
firdeed a- warm. ome. - But, hark'in your™ eary.
Lord B.-under- the' mafk: of whiggery, is the:
King’s correfpondent for Scotch affairs ' Divider-:
et impera is the favourite maxim::- alkfaily’ endv?
party diftinétions are confounded. .~ - i

Lord: B! is; however; a: mere changeﬁhg.‘
Fam plagued with Hi correfpondeiice, whicl'i lsv‘
full of ftuff. - ¥ fay: nothing - of  his- fawhing
letter to- Pitt; alleging: his: friendfhip. with hxs'
father; and foliciting a-place. Heaven-defend -

us from. fuch whigs!’ Yet:he. wntes to. me.asu
if P d&d‘ﬂv&kﬁow«mm. T
mbgv dnd %m oo d

%muﬁ"dﬁmﬂk the: wﬂﬁg&fdf au the mfp!&’w
rity* of cur countvy... The tovics. have only
throwiit ug iMvd. difagiaabie eriffr.. I¢: igrifide:
to heat the littér Boaft'of dhe public happinefy,. -
whick i wliolly- the worl of their antagottifts.. ~
They ah‘e’fb abfurdas-to wgm ﬂid riatidnal free-- ;

domy.,
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dom, the fole foures: of the weiilty oo’ whith:
they fatten.  Sic wos Aon . vobii metiifoatis apes .
Had the tories fucceeded at the revolution, or
acceflion, this fair gewttry* would HRave been:
another Spain; the defolate: abode of nobles.
and priefts.  What Bae- rendered it thé wonder-
and .enyy of Lurope ! Freedom: One would:
wonder that any man- fhould confpire againfb-
the general felicity—but- this infatuation arifess
from the ¢fprit du- corps,. which can even produce-
mental' blindnefs—can  inftigate its unhappy.
devotee to deftroy the hen that lays the gole
den eggs.. e o

L William IIE

" William HE. is- now: termed-a fooundrel{ bue
was not: Jamas I¥.a fool? The charadler of
‘William: is generally confideredion too. finall a:
feale. To. eftimate it propesly, we muft. re-
membex that. Louis- XIV;. had formed: 2 vaflt.
fcheme of conqueft, which would have. o¥es-:
thrown the liberties of all Europe, have fub-
je€ted even us to the-daptice of French:priefts:
and French RKarlots. 'Fhe extirpation- of: the
protefiant religiony e abolitivi of alh civil pii-
vileges,. would: have been- tlie - infullible: confe--
quence: I fpeak of this fcheme not assa partis-:
fan, but from the moft extenfive reading and in-
formation on the topit: I fay that William IIL.
" was the firlty' if net fole caufe of the eomplete.
ruin . of this glan of tjwanny. Fhe Bnglith:res
volution was but a-fecendary obje&ly the threne:'
a mere ftep towards tlie altar off Eusopean: liber-..
ty. William had recourfe- to all parties merely
to: ferve this great end, for which he often ex- -
) pofed.
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ed.hisown life in the ficld, and was devoured
conftant cares in the cabinets .

Rapublics, +

Though . admire republican principles i~
theory, yet .I am afraid the pratice may be -
too e& for human nature. We tried a
republic laft century, and it failed. Let our-
enemics try next. I hate political experi—
ments.

Commentaries of Agrippina..

Tacitus mentions the Commentaries of Agrip-
pina,. mother of Nero. I wifh we had more
extraéts from a work by fo fingular an author.

I {hould fuppofe it was decent, and attempted to~"
palliate her crimes. Yet I thould like tohave a-.
copy, bound up-with Arian’s life of Tilliborus-
the .robber, quoted, if I remember right, by
Lugian... A

. : .Cnd;'t;.

I have ne credit any where. How fhould:.
I?..I have. never ftooped ‘to the means of ag--
quring it.. .. .. ' '

. '.,,.éowley’\r&M_iﬂrMﬁ:.-

EERNER PPN . :

Cowley’s.. catalogue - of miftrefles féems to:

be foupded on a poem- in- the Authologia La--
lorum. -.[p. x04.]: .. .

T
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Feft-Book by Tacitus.

Tacitus is faid to have made a colle&tion
of jefts. I doubt not but they were acute .
ones. .

Dg]éritiﬂg' Portraits.-

What. fpecial vanity can overwhelm us with
fo many portraits of diflenting teachers¢ Imuft
clofe mli' colleGion. . Iam fick of fuch trum-
pery. hey remind me of a vifionary who
flourithed in the laft century. He was at the
expence of having a plate engraved, in which
he was reprefented kneeling before a_crucifix,
with a label from his mouth, % Lord Jefusy do
you love me ”* “From that of Jefus proceeded
another label, ¢« Yes, moft illuftrious, moft ex-
cellent, and moft learned Sigerus, crowned poet
of his Imperial Majefty, and moft worthy rec-
tor of the univerfity of Wittenburg, yes, I love
you.” ) .

Contemporary 7adgmer(2:., .

Contemporaries are tolerable judges of. tem-

~ porary merit, but often moft erroneous in their
. eftimate of lafting fame. -Burnet, you know,

peaks of «one Prior ;” and Whitlocke of ¢ one
Milton, a blind man.” ~ Burnet and Whitlocke
were men of reputation themfelves. But what
fiy you of Heath, the obfcuré chronicler of the
civil wars ? He fays '« one Milton, fince firicken
with blindnefs,” wrote againft Salmafius; and
compofed ¢ an impudent and blafphemous book,,
called ¢« Iconoclaftes.”

' Family
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Fivnily of c;%w;

Uibbobit’s accotint of the Courténay family
18 th his ulual mafterly tyle. Look:isito Mlﬁ‘t)pf'sf
Travels for a curious epitaph on the laft lord,’
who died at Padua. I need gpof remind you,
that he was horoured- in the affé€tions of Mary
and Elizabeth. ', X

Riigliakyuem genuit, fuetatqud hibitata Patronunt,
: Cortotieurh celis ha¢ continét arta Pucem, =~
_«  Credfea caufa necis Regnt affe@atdl tupidd,
Reginz optitum tun¢ gusgtie tontnbisin,
€vi regni Peoceres non confenfere; Philippo
Reginam Regi jungre poffe rati. B
Eurepam unde fuit fuveni peragrave necefle,
Ex quo mors mifero contigit ante diern.
Anglia fi plorat defando Frincipe tanto,:
Nil mirum, domino deficit illa pis. ,
8ed jam Cortoheus cétlo fruiturque beatis, *
Cuin doleant Angli, cuih fine fine gemant.
Cérionei probitas igitur, praftartia, nomen,
Dum ftabit hec templum, vivida femper erunt.
Angliaque hinc etiam ftabit, ftabuntque Britaani,
Cenjugii eprdti fama,peciimis erit;, -
‘tmproba Naturz legis Libitina refcindens,
Exwatn juvenss rbitpleatqie R, -

* Thus tranfated - Thidhigh cHelt tontains thy: Duds
G’f%ou_nena , born it Bngland, of whith country he had a-
profpect of gécoming' the maffer. The fuppofed caufe of his’

atli was i ambitidn to fefee the thithg, by oiarrylng the
queén; but the peers would not corfint, prcfenhﬁ Philipy
- royal hufband. Hence it became neceff'ary for’ the youth:
t6 ttavel thirough Europe; and in confequenée he g‘rifh'ed
by a‘prematire death. It ¥ rot fb‘rpf?ﬁrrg that Etigland®
fhould lamefie thia fate of fieh @ prince, and drodp adfor
the death of her pjous lord. Bat iouttcnay, now enjoys,
the happy foeiety d?‘ ‘Heavey, while the Englifh lament and
groan without end,” &e. v et

(A - Epiftle
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Epiple to Chambers.
The Cor'npile'r having learned that the ce-

* Yebrated epiftle to Sir William Chambers was

fuppofed to be written'by Mafon, very inno-
cently exprefled to Mr. Walpole his furprife
that Mafon, the general charaéleriftic of whofe
poefy is feeble delicacy, but united with a plea-
fing neatnefs, fhould {e capable of compofing

fo fpirited a fatire. Mr. Walpoley with an

arch and peculiar fmile, anfwered, that it

‘would be indeed furprifing. An inftantaneous

and unaccountable impreflion arofe that he was

gut delicacy ptevented the
dire& queftion. The compiler has fince hearda
fufpicion to the fame eﬂ"eg, exprefled by cam-
petent judges. There is, at any rate, teafon
to'believe that Mr. Walpole had « thare in that
compofition. . '

Opium.

¥ am furprifed at-the averfion our medical
men entertain againft opium. I have had a
fevere attack of the gout, and could not_fleep.
T confulted my phyfician : he advifed me not to
ufe opium. Asfoon ashe was gone I fent for
fome. I took it *, have flept well, and am
almoft recovered.

" Originol Later.

J i C

- Strawberry-Hill, Fuly 37 1785,
You thank me much more than the gift de- .
ferved, Sir. My editions of fuch pieces as I
e : .- . . have
* Five grains, if memory may be trulted. J
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have left, are wafte paper to me. I will not
fell them at the ridiculoufly advanced prices that
are given for them ; indeed only fuch as were
publithed for fale,” have I fold at all; and
therefore the duplicates that remain with me,
are” to me of no value, but when I'can oblige
a friend with them. Of a few of my impref=
fions I have no copy but my own fet; and as
I could give you only an imperfe& colle&tion,
the prefent was really only a parcel of frag-
ments. My memory was in fault about the
R and N. Authérs : I thought I had given them
to you ; I recolle& now that I only lent you
my own copy; but I have others in town, and
ou fhall have them when I go !thither. For
ertuc’s MS. ¥ am in no manner of hafte.

) T oW . = -’ »

My chicf reafon for calling on you twice this
week was to learn what you had heard; andI
thall be much obliged to you for further infor-
mation, as I do not care to be too inquifitive,
left I fhould be fufpeéted of knowing more. of
the matter. o ' .

‘There are many reafons, Sir, why I cannot
come into your idea of printing Greek*. Ia
the firft place, I have two or thiee engagements.
for my prefs; and my time of life does not al-
low me but to look a little way farthier. In
the next, I cannot now go into new expences of

urchafe. My fortune is very much reduced,

th by my brother’s death, and by the late
plan of reformation. The laft reafon would
weigh with me, had I none of the other. My

admiration®

% An edition of Anacreon had been recommended as a.
mere Iexary curiofity,
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admiration of the Greeks was a little like that
of the mob on other points, not from found
knowledge. I never was a good Greek {cho-
Tar ; have long forgotten what I knew of the
-language 5 and as I never difguife my ignoranee
of any thing, it would look like affectation to
_pritit- Greék “authors. I could not bear to
print them without .owning that I do not un-
derftand them; -and ‘fuch a confeflion would
sperhaps be as much oftentation as unfounded
pretenfions. * I muft’ thérefore ftick to my fim-
plicity; and not go out of ‘my line. Itis difhi-
<ult to diveft one’s felf of vanity, becaufe im-
poflible to diveft one’s felf of felf-love. If one
runs from ene glaring vanity, one is catched by
its oppofite. Modefty can be as vain-glorious
- en the ground, as Pride.on a triumplgxal car.
Modefty, -however, is preferable; for fhould
fhe contradi€t her profeflions, fhe ftill keeps her
"own fecret, and does not hurt the pride of others.
Adiey, Sir. . 1am, very fincerely, R

Your obedient, humble fervant,

Hor. WiLPOLE.
Gibéarg. ,

The firt volume of Gibbon’s Hiftory is fo
highly finifhed, that it refembles a rich piece of

painting in enamel. - The fecond and third vo-
" lumes are of inferior compofition. The three
_ laft feem to me in a medium, between the firft
- volume and the two next.’ o

Stupid
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Stupid Storses.

~ A ftupid flory, or idea, will fometimes make
one laugh more than wit. I was ence remov-
ing from Berkeley-fquare to Strawberry-hill, and
had fent off all my books, when a meffage wp-
expeftedly arrived, which fixed me in town fqr'
that afternoon. What to do? I defiged my
man to wmmage for a book, and he brought
me an old Grub-freet thing from the gasret.
The author, in fheer ignoragce, sot humoyg,
difcourfing of the difhculty of fome purfuit,
faid, that even if a man had as many lives 252
cat, nay, as many lives as one Plugarch is faid,
to have had, he could not accomplifh it. - This
odd quid pro qup furprifed me into vehement
laughter. = . , o
Lady *** is fond of ftupid ftories. Sha
repeats one of a Welch {cullion weuch,
who, on hearing the fervants fpeak of new.

meons, afked gravely what became of all the

old moons. , B

Mifs ** %, with a fweet face, and innocent
mouth, fings flafb-fongs. The contraft is ir-
‘réfiftible, : .

Walpole no Author.

. I do not look upon myfelf as an guther. X
may fay, without the wain affe@ation of mo-
detty, ,J;at I have done nothing. My Catalogue
f Royal and Noble Authors, almoit any book-
eller could have drawn up., My chief conipi-
lation, the Anecdotes of painting in England,
s Mr. Vertue’s work, not mine.
- Vertue’s

’
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. Vertue’s manvofcripts were in great confufion.
Y drew up an index, and loft it.” Another fuf-
fered the fame fate. I thought I was bewitch-
ed 5, and even trembled for the third.

. KLax.
: Whata man Fox is! After his long and ex-
haufling fpeech on Hafling’s trial, he was feen
handing ladies into their coaches, with all the
gaicty .and prattle of an idle gallant,

Never was the noble art of bogk-making car-
ried to fuch high perfeftion, as at prefent.
Thefe compilers {gem to forget that people have
lipraries. One vampsup a new book of travels, .
cOp.ﬁ&in% merely of difgiifed extrals from. for-
mer publications. Another. fills his pages with
Greeg and Latin extrafts from Ariftode and
Quintilian. A 'third, if g;ﬂible, more infipid,
gives us long quotations from our poets, while
a reference was enough, the books being in the
hands of cvery bedy. - Another treats us with
oia«? ‘Krench, ana ip. mafquerade s and, by a fine

ular fate, dgrives advantage from_ hig véry
lyndets, which makes the things look news
‘Pah ! 1, and ap amanuendis, ¢ould fcribhle one
of.thofe backs in twenty-four howrs. . " °

French Philefopherss

1 admire Voltaire and Helvétius. Rouffean,
1 never, coulil like, Take much affeGtation, and
a litde fpice .of frenzy, and. yow sompofc his
L ST T perfonal
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perfonal chara&ter. I found the French philos
fophers fo impudent, dogmatic, and intrufive,
that I detefted their converfation. Of all kinds |
of vice I hate reafoning vice. . Unprincipled
themfelves, they affe@ed to ditate morality
and fentiment. The great, from vain glory and
want of ideas, encouraged their prefence : but
they always reminded me of ‘the {fophifts, hired
to affift at Roman entertainments. And what
reafoning! Every Frenchman ought to be
taught logic and mathematics, that his ‘mind
may acquire fome folidity. Their charalteris |
fo impetuous, that what with us is fenfation, is
with them paffion. THe real philofophers of
antiquity were diftinguifhed for their modera-
tion, a radical mark of knowledge and wifdom ;
and they treated the popular religion with re-
fpe&t. Our new fet are fanatics againft re-
Kgion: 'and furely of all human characters a
fanatic philofopher is the moft incongfuous,
‘and of courfe the moft truly ludicrous. |

Face-Painting.

*. Lady Coventry, the celebrated beauty, killed
Rerfelf with painting.. ‘She bedaubed herfelf
with white, fo as to 501) the perfpiration. .Lady
Mary Wortley Montague wa$ more prudent:
fhe went often into the hot bath, to fcrape off
the paint, which was almoft as thick.as plafter
on a wall. .

" Veltaire and Relt.. . . - .

Voltaire fometimes fell into ifmnge ‘miftakes,
One Rolt, an obfcuré author, having publithed
. a hiftory

AN
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a hiftory of the war of 1741, a fubje& alfo

treated by the French philofopher, Voltaire
wrote to him the moft fawning letters, ftyling

“him the firft hiftorian of the age!

Mother of Vices. ‘

- The Datke of Orleans, the Regent, had four.
daughters, diftinguithed byythe names of the
Four Cardinal Sins. A wag wrote on their
mother’s tomb, Cy giff /Oifivité, ¢« Here lies:
Idlenefs,” which, you know, is termed the mo-
ther of all the vices. :

Innocent X1

"The Pope, to .whom James.II. fent his em--
bafly, was poflefled of much fhrewdnefs and
prudence; and juftly regarded the reftoration .
of the Catholic fyftem in England as an impof-
fibility. Caftlemain, the ambaffador, was in. .
flated with his mafter’s infatuation, and had
long requefted a fpecial audience, in order to
propofe decifive fteps. Difgufted with the Pon-
tiff ’s ceolnefs, he at laft demanded an audience
of leave ; and being fpeedily admitted, he pro-
nounced a long harangue, rather reproaching
the Pope for his indifference in fo important a
bufinefs. The Pope having. heard him with
great fang froid, at laft an{wered, ¢ Sir, the air
of Italy 1s rather dangerous to foreign contftitu-
tions. I beg you will have a reverend. tare of
your health, and I with you a good journey.”

It was' faid on this occafion that only two
things were neceffary té) fecure the tranquillit¥
. . . . . .' ‘0 |
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of Europe’; that the King of England fhowld
turn Proteftant, and the Pope, Roman Ca-
tholic.

- Latronage.

Patronage of authors is an antiquated fathion,
and at.prefent means nothing. It is ftill re-
peated by rote among a few young or ignorant
writers, as an echo dies away by degrees into
an unmeaning found. The public favour is
deemed a fufhcient recompence : but after the
cafes you have mentioned I think differently.
Nothing, for inftance, - can be more unjuft than
that an author, who has profefledly written fos
the general tafte, and has in confequence de-
rived great emoluments from his works, fhould
have a penfion; while another, who has con-
fined his toil to mathematics, or other abftrufe
purfuits, confefledly ufeful and highly meritori-
ous, but not adapted to much fale, goes wholly
unrewarded. This cafe evinces that a penfion
is a mere piece of vain-glory in the government,
which defires to have it recorded that fuch and
* fuch an eminent writer was penfioned. In
France things are very different. Voltaire has
no penfion; but manya plodding ufeful man has.
In our national literary f{ocieties the members .
pay an annual fum: in France they receive an
annual fum.

In all things we have the mercantile fpirit of
~ monopoly. A few fafhionable writers mono-

polife the public favour : and merit is nothing if
not introduced to notice by the fathionable cabal.
Merit is ufelefs : it is intereft alone that can pufh
a man forward. By dint of intereft one of my
‘ ! coach-
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coach-horfes might become poet laureat, and the.
other, phyfitian to the houfechold. They might
eafily appoint deputies, as was done in the re-
gency bufinefs.

Mathematics.

The profound ftudy of mathematics feems
to injure the more general and ufeful mode of
reafoning, that by wdufion. Mathematical
truths being, fo to fpeak, palpable, the moral
feclings become lefs fenfitive to inpalpable
truths.© As when one fenfe is carried to great
perfedtion, the others are ufually lefs acute ; fo
mathematical reafoning feems, in fome degree,
to injure the other modes of ratiocination.
Napier (who was not a lord, as I am admonithed,
fince I publifhed my Catalogue of Royal and
Noble Authors) wrote nonfenfe on the Revela- -
tions. So did Newton on the fame book, and
the prophecies of Daniel. Now Dr. South, you
koow, ufed to fay, that the Revelations either
found a man mad, or left himfo. I fay nothing
of Newton’s Chronology. He builds, I believe,
upon one Chiron, without proving that Chiron, -
or the Argonauts, ever exifted. Mythology is
too profound for me. I know not if Chiron
were man, or horfe, or both. I only know he
is no acquaintance of mine.

Sacerdos.

.Mr. Goftling, a clergyman of Canterbury,
was, Iam told, the writer of an admirable pa-
rody on the noted grammatical line,

- Bifrons, atque Cuftos, Bos, Fur, Sus, atque Bacerdoss

G2 It
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It runs thus: :

- Bifrens ever when he preaches; -
Cuftos of what in his reach is.
Bos among his neighbour's wives;
Fur in gathering of his tithes.
Sus at every parifh-feaft;
Ob Sunday, Sacerdos, a prieft,
(

Architectural Solecifin.

A folecifm may be committed even in archi-
teQure. The ruin in Kew Gardens is built
with A&-of-Parliament: bnck*

French Cbara&er.'

I vifit Paris often, and have confiderably ftu-
died the French charalter. In individuals:it is
often excellent ; but taken in general it difgufts
by its petulance and vanity. The French have
always been diffolute in their amours; and are
thus led to affail the chaflity of foreign women,
the moft unpardonable of all affronts to fathers,
brothers, hufbands, and. lovers. This, and
their petulant overbearing conduct, prevent
their conquefts from being lafting. Yes, I

fwear to you bi the Sicilian. vcfpers, thcy can

never be of much duration.
Cellind’s Bell.

One of the pieces in my colleflion which I

the moft highly value, is the ﬁlver bell with. -

‘ which

* Ana& paﬁ'ed forty.or ﬁfty yearsy to fix the pre.
cife Jength, breadth, and thlcknefl, each brick, ‘The
©ld Roman bnckl, &c. &c. arc of a very different form.
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which the Popes ufed to curfe the caterpillars ;
a ceremony I believe now abandoned. Lahontan,
in his travels, mentiops a like abfurd cuftom in
Canada,- the, {olemp ;excommunication, by the
Bifhop, ‘of the turtle-doves, which greatly in-
jured the plantations. S

For this bell I exchanged with the Marquis
of Rockingham all my Roman coins in large
brafs. The relievos, reprefenting caterpillars,
butterflies, and other  infeCts, ate wonderfully
executed. o .
. Cellini, the artilt, was one of the moft ex-
traordinary men in an extraordinary age. His
life, written by himfelf, is more amufing than
any novel I know. , '

Enpy'.‘ }

Euavy, though one of the worft and meaneft
of qur paffions, feems {pmehow natural to the
human breaft. This fentiment is well expreft
by a French poet, in a drama on the banifhmeng
of Ariftides.

Je ne le connois point ; Je P’ exile i regret;
Mais que ne jouitil de fa gloire en fegret?

Sully's Memoirs.

¢ It'is hiftory, Madam: you know how #he
2ale goes,” faid Cardinal Mazarine to the %%cen
Powager of France. But in no refpeét is
hiftory more uncertain ‘than in the defcription

‘of battles. Sully obferves, that when, ‘after

the battle of Aumale, the officers were ftand-
ing around the bed of Henry IV. not two of
G3 all
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all the number could agree in their account of
the engagement.

Though the original folio edition of Sully’s
Memoirs be very confufed in the arrangemient,
it is worth while to turn it over for man{«acu_-
rious particulars. The account of his embaffy
‘to James L. is particularly interefting, and lays

open the politics of that day with a miafterly -

hand. _
It appears from Sul:{s original- work, that
Henry IV. intended that all Europe fhould

be compofed into fifteen dominations, fo as to "
* form one vafl republic, peaceful in .itfelf, and
" capable at all times of pacifying all its confti-

tuent ftates. This fcheme wis to be adjufted
in fuch a manner, that each ftate would find
it mok for its own intereft to fupport it on all
occafions.

I have marked 4 paffage in the firft volume
p- 31, full of terrific truth. Look at it
¢ Les plus grandes, magnifiques, et ferieufes
affaires d’Eftat tirerent leur origine, et leurs
plus violens mouvements, des niaiferics, ja~
loufjes, envies, et autres bizareries de la Cour;
ct fe reglent plutoft fur icelles, que fur les
meditations et confultations bien digerées, ny
fur les confiderations d’honneur, de gloire, ny
du foi.” The moff grand, magnificent, and fe-
rious affairs of flate derive their origin, and their
moff wvidlent movemenss, from the fillinefs, jea~
loufies, envies, and other whims of the Court ;
and are rather regulated by thefe, than by medita-.
tionsy and swell-digefled confultations, or by corife-
Merations of honour, glory, or geod faith.” )

. Scepti-
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Seepticifms and Curiofity.

Chi non fa niente, nen dubita di niente,
¢« He who knows nothing, doubts of nothing,”
fays an Italian proverb. Scepticifm and curi-
ofity arc the chief fprings of knowledge.
Without the firft we might reft contented with
prejudices, and falfe information: without
the fecond the mind would become indifferent
and torpid.

Sir Fobn Gerinain.

I fhall tell you a very foolifh but a true ftory.
Sir John Germain, anceftor of Lady Betty
Germain, was a Dutch adventurer, who came
over here in the reign of Charles II. He had
an intrigue with a countefs, who was divorced,
and married him. This man was fo ignorant,
that being told that Sir Matthew Decker wrote
St. Matthew’s gofpel, he firmly believed it.
I doubted this tale very much, till I afked a
lady of quality, his defcendant, about it, who
told me it was moft true. She added, that Sic
John Germain was "in confequence fo much
gerfuaded of Sir Matthew’s picty,- that, by

is will, he left two hundred pounds to Sir
Matthew, to be by him diftributed among the
" Dutch paupersin London. :

‘When Sir John Germain was on his death-
bed, his lady defired him to receive the facra-
ment. Do you think,” faid he, ¢ that it will
do me any good ?”—<¢ Certainly,” fhe anf{wer-
ed. Hetook it: and, after half an hour, faid
to her, My dear, what was that little thing
. G4 . you

~
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you made me take? You faid it would do me-
good ; but F'donot feel a bit better.” T

" Virtuofs.

Virtuofi have been long remarked to' have
little confcience in their favourite purfuits.
A man will fteal a rarity, who would cut off his
hand rather than take the money it‘is worth.
Yet in fa&t the crime'is the fame. '

Mr.*** i3 2 truly worthy clergyman, who
colle@s coins and books. A friend of mine
mentioning to him ‘that he had feveral of the
Strawberry-hill editions, this dtrgyman faid,
# Aye, but I can fhew you what it is not in
Mr. Walpole’s power to give you.” He then
produced a lift of the pigures in the Devon-
fhire, and other two ‘colle&tions in London,
printed at my prefs. I was much furprifed.
It was, I think, about the year 1764, that, on
reading the fix volumes of ¢ London and-its
Ervirons,” I'ordered my printer to throw ‘off
vrre copy for my own ufe. This printer was
-the very man'who, after he had left my fer-
vic%;)roduccd the noted copy of Wilke’s Effay
on Woman. He had ftolen one copy of this
lift ; and I'mauft blame the reverend amateur for
purchaiing it of him, as it was like receivin
" ftolen goods. ) v
Original Lettér.

Strawberry-bill, Sept. 17, 1785

" You are too modelt, Sir, in afking my ad-
vice on a point, on which you could have no
better guide than your own judgment, If I
’ prefume
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peefumee to give .you my opiniom, it is from
geal for your honozn-. Iythixrk it would be be-
low you to make a regular anfwer to anony-
mons feribblers in a magazine. You had better
await to fee whether any formal reply is made to
-your book, and whether by any avowed writer,
2o whom, if he writes fenfibly and decently, you
may condefcend to make an anfwer.
: gtill, as you fay you have been mifquoted, I
Jhould not with you to be quite filent, though I
fhould like better to have you turn fuch enemies
into ridicule.. A foe who mifquotes you ought
so.be a welcome antagonift. He is fo humble
«as o confefs, when he cenfures what you have
wiot f3id; that he cannot confute what you have
. faid—and he is fo kind as to furnifh you with an
: opportunity of proving him a liar, as you may
- vefer to your book to detect him. -
This 18 what I would do: I would fpecify in
the fame magazine, in which he has attacked
. you, your real words, and thofe he has imputed
toyou, and then appeal to the equity of the
: reader. . You -may guels that .the fhaft comes
from_fomebody whom you have. cenfured, and
- thence you may draw a fair conclufion that you
bad been in the right to laugh at one, who was
. reduced to pyt-his own words into your mouth,
before he could find fault with them: and hav-
ing fo.done, whatever indignation he excited in
the reader muft recoil on himfelf, as the offen-
- five paflages will come out to have been higown,
- not yeur’s, .You might even begin with loudly
-condemning .the words, or thoughts, imputed
to you, as if you retraGted them—and then, as
if you turned to youx bopk, and. feund you had
faid no fuch thing there, as what you ‘was
Ggs ready
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- ready to retra&, the ridicule would be doubled

on your adverfary. Something of this kind is
the moft I would ftoop to: but I would take the
utmoft care riot to betray a grain of ‘more anger
than is implied in contempt and ridicule. Fools
can only revenge themfelves by provoking, - for
then they bring you to a level with themfelves.
The good fenfe of your Work will fupport it,
and there is fcarce a reafon for defending it, but
by keeping up a controverfy, to make it more
noticed : for the age is fo idle and indifferent,
that few objes ftrike, unlefs parties are formed
for and againft them. I remember many years
ago advifing fome ~aequaintance of ‘mine who
were engaged in the direétion of the QOpera, to
raife a competition between two of their fingers,
and have papers written pro and con—for then
numbers would go to clap and hifs the rivals re—
fpeétively, who womld not go to be pleafed with
the mufic. .

Dr. Lort was chaplain to the late archbifhop,
Sir, but I believe is no, fo to the prefent, nor do
¥ know whether at all copnefled with him. I

do not even know where Dr. Lort is, having feen

~ him but once the whole fommer. I am ac-
quainted with another perfon, who I believe has
fome intereft with the prefent: archbifhop; but I
tonclude that leave muft be aiked to confult the
particular books, as probably indifcriminate ac-
cefs could not be granted.. . .

I have not a fingle correfpondent left at Paris.
The Abbe Barthelemi, with whom I was ver
intimate, behaved moft unhandfomely to me af{
ter Madame du Deffand’s death; when I had
acted by him in a manner that called for a very
different return. He could have been the moft

proper
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grepc: -perfon to apply to; but I cannet afk a
avour of one, to whom I had done one, and
who has been very ungrateful. I might have an
opportunity, perhaps, erc long, of making the
inquiry you defire, though the perfon to whom
I muft apply is rather too great to employ; but
if I can bring it about, I will; for I thould have
great pleafure to aflift your purfuits, though,
from my long acquaintance with the world, I
am very diffident of making promifes that are to
be executed by others, however fincerely I am
nmyfelf, - o

Sir, your obedient, humble fervant,,
Hor. WaLroLE.

Bolingbroke’s Gratitude.

"Bolingbroke, fo thew his gratitude to my fa—
ther for permitting him to veturn to England,.
endeavoured to fupplant the minifter by means
of the royal miftreflas—but George 11. was ruled
by his queen, and not by his miftreffes. Queen
Caroline, indeed, deferved the favour fhe en-
joyed. So attentive was fhe to her hufband,
that he ‘could not walk through the gardens,
without her calling for her cloke, and following'
him, even when fhe had a cold, or was other—
wile indifpofed.

Swiff.

Swift wasa good writér, but had a bad heart.
Even to the laft he was devoured by ambition,
which ‘he pretended to defpife. Woulww

' v
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believe that, after finding his eppofition to the

miniftry fruitle(s, and, what galted hinr ftitl-
more, contemned, he fummoned up refolution
to wait on Sir Robert Walpole ? Sir Robert

feeing Swift look pale and ill, inquired the ftate

of his health, with his ufual old " Englith good

humour and urbanity. They were ftanding by

a window that looked into the court-yard, where

was an ancient ivy dropping towards the ground.

¢¢ Sir,” faid Swifz, with an emphatic look, « I

am like that ivy; I wantfupport.” -Sir Robert

anfwered, ¢ Why then, doctor, ‘did you attach

yourfelf to a falling wall #” Swift took the hint,

madé¢ his bow, and retired.

Amrbu}-y.

Atterbury 'was nothing more nor lefs than a -
jacobite prieft. His writings were extolled by
that faction, but his lettér on Clarendon’s Hif~
tory is truly excellent. oL )

\

Geérge. L ‘

- On a journey to Hanover the coach of
George L. breaking down, he was obliged to
take fhelter in the next country-houfe, which
belonged to a gentleman attached to the abdi-
cated family. The King was of courfe fhewn
into _the beft room; where, in the moft ho=
nourable place, appeared—the portrait of the
Pretender. The pofleflor, in great confufion,
was about to .apologife by pleading obliga~
tions, &c. when the King ftopped him, by fay-
ing, with a fmile of indiffcrence, « Upon my
word it is very like the family.” o

William
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\  William Diske ‘of Cimberland.

William, Duke .of Cumberland, gave pro-
mifes of talents that were mever accomplithed.
One day he had given fome offence to his royal
mother, and was remanded to the confinement
of his chamber. After what the Queen thought
a fufficient duration of his punithment, . fhe fent
for him. He returned.in a very fullen humour.
& "What have you been doing ? faid the Qllsen. :
¢ Reading.”—¢ What book #”—¢« The New
Teftament.”—¢«¢ Very Well. What part ”’—
s¢ Where it is faid, Woman, why troublef} thos
me 2" ) ,

Dud:g/.'r of: Marlborough.

I am ‘told that the fecret letters between
Queen Anne and the Duchefs of Marlborough,
in the firft glow of their paffion, are ftill extant
in a certain houfe in the -Green Patk. They
ufed to correfpond under feigned and romantic
names. When. this intenfe friendthip abated,
‘the Duchefs was certainly more in fault than
the Queen. Such was the equality produced by
their intimagy, that almoft the fole remaining .
idea of - fuperiority remained with lier who had
the advantage in perfonal charms—and- in this
there; was . unfortunately -no comparifon. . The
Duchefs begame fo prefumptuous that the would
give the Queen her gloves to hold, and on taking
them again would affet fuddenly to turn her

.head away, as if her royal miftrefs had per-

fpired fome difagreeable effluvia!,

Lady
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Lady Sundon.

Lady Sundon was bribed with 2 pair of dra-
mond ear-rings, and procured the donor a good'
place at court. Though the matter was noto-
rioufly known, fhe was fo imprudent as to wear
them conftantly in public. This being blamed
in a company, Lady Wortley Montague, like
Mrs. Candour, undertook Lady Sundon’s defence.
& And pray,” ﬁ:ﬁ the, ¢ where is the harm ?
1, for my part, think Lady Sundon alls wifely
for does not the bufh thew where the wine is.
bl d ?” N

Pope.

Pope received a thoufand pounds from the
Duchefs of Marlborough, on condition that he
would fupprefs the charalter of Atofla—yet it
is printed, : ‘ N

Bernet.

Bifhop Burnet’s abfence of mind is welk
known. Dining with the Duchefs of Marlbo-
rough, after her hufband’s difgrace, he com-
pared, this great general to Belifarius. ¢ But,”"

* faid the Duchefs, eagerly, ¢ how came it that
fuch a man was fo miferable, and univerfally ..
deferted ?”—+¢ Oh, madam (exclaimed the difs
trait prelate), he had fuch a brimftone of a’
wife 1 : '

Orig/nal



“WALPOLIANA. © 93

Original Letter.®

.

) Strawberry-Hill, Avguf 18,

I am forry, dear Sir, that I mult give you un~
anfwerable reafons, why I cannot print the work
you recommend. I'have been fo much foli~ -
cited fince I {fet up my prefs to employ it for
others, that I was forced to make’it a rule to
liten to no fuch applications. I refufed Lotd
Hardwicke to print a publication of his ; Lady |
Mary Forbes, to print letters of her anceftor
Lord Effex; and the Countefs of Aldborough,
to print her fathes’s poems, though in a piece

* as fmall as what you mention, Thefe I recol-
~ le&k at once, befide others whofe recommenda-

tions do not immediately occur to my memory 3
though I dare fay they do remember them,, and
wowld refent my breaking my rule. I will only

-beg you not to treat me with fo much ceremony,

nor ever ufe the word bumbly to me, who am
no ways entitled to fuch refpet. One private
gentleman is not fuperior to another, in eflen-
tials 3 I fear the virtues of an untainted young
heart, are preferable to thefe of an old man
long converfant with the world : and in found-
nefs of underftanding you bave thewn, and wi/?

fthew, a depth which has not fallen to the lot of

Your fincere humble fervant,

« Hor. WaLPOLE.

" P.S. Iwill call on you in a few days, and
fay more on the particulars of your letter.

: Hera'gfm
® Aboent a hundred létters of compliment or civility will

be omitted. Thofe only are fele@ed which coptain litcrasy
facs, or uncommen thoughts.
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Heroifm of a Peafans.

g .
The following generous aGtion has always
ftruck me extremely ; there is fomewhat' even
of fublime in it. . R
A great inundation having taken place in the
riorth of Italy, owing to an exceflive fall of
fnow in the "Alps, followed bya fpeedy thaw,
the river Adige carried off a bridge near Ve-
fom, except the middle part, on which was the
houfe of the toll-gatherer, or porter, I forget
which ; and who, with his whole family, thus
_remained imprifoned by the waves, and in .mo-
mentary danger of deftrution. They were
difcovered from the'banks, ftretching forth their
hands, fcreaming, -and imploring fuccour,
while fragiments of tHis remaining arch were
continually droppirig into the water. s
In this extreme danger, a nobleman, who was

* prefent, a count 6f Pulverini, I think, :held out

a purfe of one hundred fequins, as a r¢ward to
‘any adventurer who would take a-boat, and de-
Jiver this unhappy family. But the rifk was fo
great of being borne down by the rapidity.of the
ftream, of being-dafhed againit the fragment of
the ‘bridge, or of being crufhed by the filling
ftones, that not one, in the vaft number.of
fpeCtators, had courage enough to attempt fuch
an exploit. . o
A peafant, pafling along, was informed of
the propofed reward. Immediately jumping
.into a boat, he, by ftrength of oars, gained the
middle of the river, brought his boat under the
. pile;.and the whole family fafely defcended, by
means of -a rope.. ¢ éouragc I” cried he.
' © ¢« Now
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- Now you are fafe.” . By a fill inore firenuous
effort, and great.firength of arm, he brought
- the boat and family to fhore. ¢ Brave fellow,”
exclaimed the Count, handing the purfe to him,
¢ here is the promifed recompence.”—¢¢ I fhall
never expofe my life for money,” anfwered. the
peafant. ¢« My labour is a fufficient livelihood
for myfelf, my wife, and children. Give the
purie to this poor family, which has lofl all.”

Sentiment. -

‘What is called fentimental writing, though
it be underftood to appeal folely to the heart,
may be the praduét of a bad one. One would
imagine that Sterne had been a man of a very
tender heart—yet I know, from indubitable au»
thority, that his mother, who kept a fchool,
having.run in deht, on account of an extrava-
gant daughter, would have rotted in jail, if the
parents of her fcholars had not .raifed a.fub-
fcription for her. Her fon had too much fenti-
ment to have any feeling. A dead afs was more
important fo him than a living mother,

.

Vertot.”

In writing the Hiftory of the Knights of
Malta, Vertot had fent to Italy for original
materials, concerning the 8iege of Rhodes:
but, impatient of the long delay, he completed
his narrative from his own imagination. At
length the packet arrived, when Vertot was fit<
ting with a friend : he opened it, and threw it

: contemp-
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contemptuoufly on the fopha behind him, fayy
ing cooly, Mon fiege off fait®. i

_Akr_tﬁde and Rolt.

Akenfide’s Pleafures of Imagination attract-
‘ed ‘much notice on the firft appearance, from
the elegance of its language, and the warm co-
louring of the defcriptions. But the Platonic
fanaticifm of the foundation injured the gene-'
ral beauty of the edifice. Plato is indeed the,
philofopher of imagination—but is not this fay-
ing that he is no philofopher at all # I have been
told that Rolt, who afterwards wrote many
books, was in Dublin when that poem appeared,
and aCtually paflfed a whole year there, very
comfortably, Ey palling for the author.

Montefpuieu.

Madame de Deffant faid of Montefquieu’s
,cclebrated work, that it was defprit fur les
oixt.

Fenkins.

Jenkins, who was ufed as a tool by the op-
pofition to inflame the nation into the Spa.
nith war, by telling that the Spaniards had cut
ﬁﬁ'd}.u:l ears, was found pofleffled of both when

¢ died.

Chevelier

* My fiegeis made. ¢ Wit npon' laws.
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Clve‘valier Ramjfayd

The Travels of Cyrus had their vogue, though
a feeble imitation of Telemaque ; and nothing
tan be more Infipid or foreign to fuch a book,
than the diftilled nonfenfe concerning the trinity.
The author, Chevalier Ramfay, was the fon of
a mah who had fought againft the royal forces
at the battle of Bothwell-bridge, as I think itis
called, and who was a violent enthufiaft. When
2 tutor was wanted for the young Pret nder,
Ramfay was recommended by Fenelon. He
had afterwards a place given him by the French
court worth 4ool. a year: and was made 3
knight of St. Louis.

Before the latter honour could be conferred,
it was neceffary that he fhould produce proofs
that his anceftors had been gentlemen. The
beft way he thought .was, to claim a defcent
from fome noble family in Scotland ; and he
applied to one of his own name, but met with
a ftern repulfe. Lord Mar called on him, while
he was fitting much mortified, with the anfwer
to his letter in his hand ; and learning the caufe
of his vexation, increafed it by-reproaching him
for his meanuefs, in applying to a houfe of
fuch oppofite political fentiments. The Earl
then took a pen, and wrote, ¢ 1 do hereby ac-
knowledge Mr. Ramfay to be defcended of my -
family. Mar.” His vanity was the wore gra-
tified by this fudden tranfition from extreme
mortification ; and he was immediately admitted
wpon this unexpeéted certificate..

Marrioge
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Marviage Extraordinary.

CTtis ﬁngtﬁar that the .defcendants of Ch.ary '
les I. and * Cromwell, intermarried, in the
fourth degree. -

~Hurd, |

. I Jook upon Bithoj H\'xrd as one of thofe.
fuperficial authors, whofe works are wonder-
fully adapted to the public tafte.

T Pafengers in Landfcape.

Once walking in his grounds, the good
effe@ of the paffengers, on a foot path be-
wond, - was obferved, -as figures in the land-
cape.” ‘Mr. Walpole anfwered.' ¢« True. I
have no obje@ion to paffengers, provided
they pafs.” ° ' '

B Strange Tale.

Lord * ** %Yeing out of town, his houfe
was left in charge of 4 female fervant. The
- plate was lodied at his banker’s. A letter came

to fay that his lordfhip would be in town on
- fucha day, and defiring that the plate might be
‘got ready the evening before. The ‘fervant
took the letter to my lord’s brother, who faid
there was no doubt of the hand-writing. The
banker exprefled the fame certainty, and deli-
vered the plate. -

The
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The fervant being apprehenfive of thieves,
. Tpoke to their butcher, who lénther a ftout dog
which was fthut up in the room with the plate,
Next niorning a man was found dead in the
room, his throat being torn out by the. dog;
and upon examination it proved to be mylord’s
brother. . The matter was carefully. huthed,
and a réport fpread that he was gone abroad.
' Pennant,

. Mr. Pennant is 2 moft ingenious and plea-
fing writer. His Tours difplay a great variety
of knowledge, exprefled in'an engaging . way.
In private ife I am told he has fome peculi-
arities, and ecven eccentricities. , Among the
latter may be claffed his fingular antipathy toa -
wig—which, however, he can fupprefs, till
reafon yield a little to wine. But when this
is the cafe, off goes the wig next to him, and
into the fire ! ,

"Dining once: at Chefter with an officer who
“wore a wig, Mr. Perinant becare half feas over 5 °
amd another friend that was-in company care-
fully placed himfelf between Pennant and wig, -
“to'prevent mifchief. - After much patience, and
many a wiftful look, Pennant ftarted up, feized
the wig, and threw it into the fire. ‘It was.in
flames in a moment, and fo was the officer,
who ran to his fword. Down ftairs runs Pen-
nant, and the officer after him, through all the
fireets of Chefter. But Pennant efcaped, from
fuperior local.knowledge. A wag called this
¢ Pennant’s Tour in Chefter.”

French

AQOIAY]
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Fréuch Nationality.

“The Abbé Rdynal came, with fome French-
men of rank, to fece me at Strawberry-hill.
They were ftanding at a window, looking at the
profpect to the Thames, which they found flat, -
and one of them faid in French, not thinking
that I and Mr. Churchill over-heard them.
¢« Every thing in England only ferves to recom-
mend France to us the more.” Mr. Churchill
inftantly ftepped up, and faid, ¢ Gentlemen,
when the Cherokees were in this country they
could eat nothing but train-oil.” :

IRV,

Gray fhould not have admitted
- Y; towers of Julius, London's lafting fhame,

into his beautiful ode. ¢« Towers of Cafar”
would have been unexceptionable. He goes
merexcon tradition it is true; but we know
that the Romans were rot poflefied of London,
nor any part of this country, in the time of -
Julius Cefar. Under Claudius they were.
Tradition can never be alleged for an abfolute
impoffibility.

Bruces Travels,

Bruce’s book is both dull and dear.  We join
in clubs of five, each pays a guinea, draw lots
who fhall have it firft, and the laft to keep it for
_ his patience.

Bruce’s
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Bruce’s overbearing manner has raifed enmity
and prejudices; and he did wrong in retailing
the moft wonderful parts of his book in com-

_panies. A flory may be credible when attended
with circumftances, which feems falfe if de-
tached. '

I was prefent in a large company at dinner,

when Btuce was talking away. Some one‘afked
him what mufical inftrumeénts are ufed in
Abyflinia. Bruce hefitated, not being prepared
- for the queftion; and at laft faid, ¢ I think I
faw one Jyre* there.” , George Selwyn whif-

red his next man, ¢ Yes; and there is onc
lefs fince he left the country.”

Colifeum. v

. 'When I was at Rome the firft time I went
into the Colifeum ; it was ftill fo ftupendous,
that though a company of ftrollers were act-

ing, on a temporary ftage, and their audience .
were fitting on benches, the whole fpeQacle was.

fo very inconfiderable, that it feemed remote,
and not to be noticed in that vaft area, of which
it occupied a moft trifling fpace.  Yet as ancient
Romans were not taller than modern, it ftruck
me that the gladiators and ators muft have ap-

eared ftill more diminutive to the original
peQators from the elevated arches. They muft
have been like thoufands of flies, gazing at
mites from an immenfe height.

Emphatic

¢ Same pronunciation as Jyar.

-
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Bmphatic Oath,

- Some time aﬁer the maffacre of St. Bar-
tholomew, the deputies of the reformed were

treating with the king, the queen-mother, and. -

- fome of the council, for a peace. "The articles

were mutually agreed on; the queftion was-

upon the fecurity for performance. After fome
particulars propounded and rejééted, the queen-
mother faid, ¢ Is not the word of a king fuffi-
cient fecurity ?”  One’ of the deputies anfwera.
ed, ¢-No, by St. Bartholomew, Madam.”

Ridicule.
We have juftly abandoned the maxim that

ridicule is a teft of truth. It is rather the -

_ moft powerful weapon of vice, which has
fcarcely ariy other mean of attacking virtue,
except' ridicule and flander,. well knowing the
confequence.  Contemnptuy fame contemni vir-
dutes. : ’ '

The firf Step.

Il #y a que le premier pas qui coute: ¢ The
firft ftep is the only difficulty.” This proverb
was oddly applied by a lady, who, hearing
canon in the company fay that St.Piat, after
Lis héad was cut off; walked two entite leagues
with it in his hand. ¢« Yes, Madam, two en=
tire leagues” —« I firmly believe it,” anfwer-
ed the lad]; “on fuch an occafion the firft
Sep is the only difficulty.” o

Spanifly

-~

-
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 Spanifp Etiquette.

"The etiquette of the Spanifh court was the
‘motft fevere in Europe.' One of their kings even
fell a vitim toit. Philip 1IL being newly re-
covered from a dangerous malady, was fitting
near a chimney, in which was fo large a fire of
‘wood, that he was almoft ftifled. Etiquette
did not permit him to rife, nor a common do-
meftic to enter. At length the Marquis de Po-
bar, chamberlain, camein, but etiquette forbad
his interference, and the Duke of Ufleda, maf-
ter of the houfehold, was fent for. ‘He was
goneout; and the flame increafed, while the
king bore it patiently, rather than violate his
dignity. But hisblood was {o heated, that next
morning an eryfipelas of the head appsared,
and a reiapfe of the fever foon carried him

.

Etrurian Ware.

Concerning the Etrurian earthen ware fee
Plutarch’s life of Publicola, where there is a
long and curious paflage mentioning a chariot
made of earthen ware; a point of perfeCtion
to which it has not yet arrived among us. -

Languet’s Letters.

1]

1 havevead Lord Hailes’s edition of Languet’s
iftles. There are fome curious things, par-
ticularly his remarks on the Englith pronuncia-
tion of the Latin language.

H Evj{ldifian L
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Erydition.

Eruditien is excellent when managed by -good
fenfe. But how often does it only increafe a
man’s natural fund of nonfenfe ! What do you
fay to the fcholaftic.queftion, 8i Dews feit que
non feiuntur ?  Hobbes faid, that if he had read
as much as the ernditi, he fhould have been as

ignorant as-they.
Memoires de Grammont.

I find that, in the notes to the Strawberry-
hill edition of the Memoires de Grammont,
republithed by Dodfley, and of which I gave
you a copy, I have fallen into fome miftakes
for want of a proper genealogy of the Aber-
com family. ,

[The following little memoir, remitted to
the editor by an ingenious correfpondent in
Ireland, will ferve to ve&ify thofe miftakes,

. and will at the fame time prove interefting to
the admirers of the Memoires de Grammont,
perhaps the moft witty and amufing of literary
-produllions. Mr. Walpole’s chief errors occur
p- 75 and 273, in which he .fuppofes George
to be the eldeft fon ; and thus. perplexes feveral
of the anecdotes.] '

¢« James, fecond "Lord Hamilton, married
Mary, daughter of James III. and by her had
James, third Lord Hamilton, firft Earl of Ar-
ran. His fon James was fecond Earl of Arran

- and Duke -of Chatelheraut, whofe eldeft fon
James became infane. John, the fecond fog,
‘was created Marquis of Hamilton in 1599.

¢ The
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¢ The "third fon, Claud, was, in 1 585,
created Lord Paifley, and his eldeft fon, James,
wasmade Earl of Abercorn in 1606. By Ma-
riana, daughter of Lord Boyd, he had five fons
anid three daughters. '

¢¢ The thrée cldeft fons failing of iffue, the
title of Abercorn afterwards fell to the defcen-
dants of Sir George; the fourth fon. (Alexan-
der, the fifth fon, became a count of the em-
pire, and fettled in'Germany, where his pofte-
rity ftill remain.) ;

¢ Sir George Hamilton, fourth fon of James,

. firft Earl of Abercorn, married Mary*, third
fifter to James, firft Duke of Ormond-(fhe died
in 1680), and by her he had, .

' Ha2 - ¢ 1.-Jamcs,

¢ « Her nicces, daughters of - James, Duke of Ormong,
Lady Mary, wife of the Earl of Devonthire, and Lady Eli-
gabetb, fecond wife of the Earl of Cheftertield, werc the
reiguing beautics of the age. There are pictures of both in
the prefent Earl of Ormond’s caftle at Kitkanny, = Lady.
Chefterfield was of a delicate form and low fteture; her
Eax'gh‘%i' magried John, Earl of Strathmale.

The fcandalous chronicles of thofe times charge -her
Wifband, the Ear}of Chefterfield, with having canfed her to
take the facrament upon her innocence, relpeéting any inti-
macy with the Duke of York, and having then btibed his
:ll:rain te put poifen into the facramental cup, of which the

i His fon, Lord Stanhope, by his third wife (father of
Lord Chefterfield the author, marricd Gertrude Saville,
daughterof the Marquis of Halifax. 'The marquis and carl
quatrelled, and the latter made his fon bring his wife to
Litchfield, breakiug off all intercourfe between the families.
Lady Stanhope had always on her toilette her father’s « Ad-
wite to a Daughter:™ her father-in-law took it up one day,
and wrote in the title-page, *“ Labour in vain.”” On her fide,
the lady made her fervant out of livery carry in hispocket a
bottle of wine, another of water, and a cup ; and whenever
the dined or fupped in compeny with her -father-in Jaw, eie
ther at his own houfe or abroad, fhe never would drink but
&f thofe liquors, from her fervant’s hand, as a hint to the
Earl, and fociet: grefcnt, of what his lordfhip was fufpe-
<d of having effeted by a facted beverage.”
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¢« 1. James, groom .of the bedchamber to
Charles II. and colonel of a regiment, Being
on board the fleet with the Duke of York, 3
cannon-ball cirried off his lcg, and he died the
6thof June, 1673." From him fprings the pre-
fent Earl of Abercorn.

“« 2, Georgc, Count Hamlltcn, a marechal
de camp in the French fervice. He married
Frances Jennings, fifter to the Duchefs of Marl-
borough, and left three daughters; Elizabeth,
wedded to Vifcount Rofs; Frances, to focount
Dillon ; Mary, .to Vifcount Kingfland.

“ /B which laft marriage the 'pictures I
faw at Tarvcy_, Lord Kingfland’s houfe, came
to him. I particularly recolle& the portraits
of Count Hamilton and his brother Antony;
and two of Madame Grammont, one taken
in her youth, the other in an advanced age.)

3. The third fon of Sir George was Antony,
who followed King James into France, where
ke dxcd a licitenant-general.

4- Thomas, a captain in the fca—fervxcc,'
dled m New-England.

¢« 5. Richard, died a heutenant-gcneral in
France.

¢ 6. John, a colonel, flain at the battle of
. Aghrim.

« As Sir George Hamilton was governor
of the caftle of Ninagh in 1649, from that,
and his affinity to. the Duke of Ormond, it
has been concluded that his children were all
born in Ireland™.

€€ He

* He afterwards went dbroad, and did not return till the
reftoration. when ¢he was created a baronet. Dougl. Peer.
Sir George himfelf was probably born in Scotland. = Any of
his chiidren, born between 1649and 1660, muy claim a fo-
reign birth, Zdjz,
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% He had alfo three daughters.

¢ y. Elizabeth, wedded to Philibert, Count
de Grammont, by whom fhe had a.daughter,
who became the wife of Henry, Earl of Staf-
ford. Tradition reports that Grammont, hav-
ing attached, if not engaged, himfelf to Mifs
Hamilton, went off abruptly for France; that
Count [George] Hamilton purfued and overtook
him at Dover, when he thus addreffed him:
« My dear friend, T believe you have forgot a
circumftance that fhould take place before your
return to  France.” To which Grammont an-
fwered, ¢ True, my dear friend ; what a me-
mory I have | I quite forgot that I was to mar-
ry your fifter; but I will inftantly accompany °
you back to London, and retify that forgetful-
nefs.” ‘It is hardly ‘requifite to add, that the
witty Count de Grammont is not recorded to
_bave been. 2 man of perfonal courage. o

¢ 2. Lucy, married to Sir Donogh O¢Brien,
of Lemineagh. ‘

¢« 3. Margaret, to Matthew Forde, Efq. of
Coolgraney, Wexford. _ ’

¢ (With his defcendant at Seaford, county
Down, I faw the piture of Count [George]
Hamilton, drefled in the French uniform ; the
painting not near fo good as that in the Kingf-
land family.) : '

« Frances Jennings, widow of Count Ha-
milton, was fecendly married to Richard Falbot,
Duke of Tyrconnel. She died at his. houfe in
Paradife-row, Dublin, I think in the year 1736.
Her death was occafioned by her. falling out of
her bed upon the *floor, in a winter’s night;
and being too feeble to rife or to call, was
found in the morning fo perifhed with cold,

Hj that
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that fhe died in-a few hours. She was of very
low ftature, and extremely thin; and had not
the leaft trace in her features of having ever
been a beauty.”

Puff Drep

An old general ufed to drefs in a fantaftic
manner, by way of puff. It is true people
would fay, « Who is that old fool ?” but it
is as true that the anfwer was, ¢ That is the
famous general * * %, who took fuch a
place” .

Trick againft Low.

A Jew and a Chriftian, both Italians, united
their endeavours in a fnuff-fhop. On Saturday,
the fubbath, the Jew did not appear; but on
Sunday he fupplied the place of the Chriftian.
Some fcruples were ftarted to the Jew, but he
only anfwered, Trovata la legge, trovate Pin-
ganno, “ When laws were invented, . tricks
were invented.”

~ Vabue of Fuftice.

An attorney in France having bought a charge ~

of dailiff for his fon, advifed him never to work
in vain, but to raife contributions on thofe who
wanted his affiftanee. ¢ What! father,” faid
the fon in furprife, ¢ would you have me fell
juftice "¢« Why not "’ anfwered the father :
« Is fo fcarce an article t0 be given for no-
thing .

- ' Hiflary.
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Hi ‘xﬂo:'y.

The example of Sully fhiews that the ftudy
of hiftory is praltically ufeful to a ftatefman,
for he tells us, in his Memoirs, thas he was
much given toit; and he proved the firft of

all minifters,
- 0dd Medal.

Vertue, in his manufcripts, mentions a
fmall filver medal of Lucy, Duchefs of Port{~
mouth, reverfe Cupid an a woplpack, 1 have
not {een it. ‘

Furniture.

- .

I like our old walnut-tree furniture as well
a3 mahogany, " But ebony was a luxury of* our
anceftors. My ebony chairs in the Holbein
room coft me a handfome fum, though not
- the moft elegant of the kind. g

Authors.

Fletcher, in his Locufte, has an odd line
on authors :

The goofe lends tbem afpear, and every rag a fhield.
Premature.
A man married a girl. who brought him a.
child in fix weeks. His friends rallying him,.

and faying the child had came. too foon,, « You
H a4 ane:
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are miftaken,” anfwered he; ¢ it was the cere~
mony which was too late.”

v  Female Quarsels.

The fprete injuria forme is the greateflt' with
a woman. A man of rank, hearing that two
of his female relations had quarrelled, atked,
¢ Did they call each other ugly ?”~—¢ No.”—
« Well, well; I thall foon reconcile them.”
/

Clerical Sarcafm. .

In fome parith-churches it ‘was the cuftom
to feparate the men from the women. A cler-
gyman, being interrupted by loud talking, flop~
ped fhort, when a woman, eager for the honour
of the fex, arofe and faid, ¢ Your reverence,
it is not among us.”—¢So much the better,”
anfwered the prieft; ¢ it will be over the
{ooner.”

Modeft Death.

‘I am fond of Fontenelle, and of every anec-
dote relating to him. He was told that an ac-

trefs had died of the fmall-pox. ¢ Very mo-.

deft I” exclaimed he.
Smart Epiftle.
The French civil wars often difplay wit 3

ours are dull. The anfwer of the captain. of
Hume Caftle to Colonel Fenwicke, who fum-

moned it in the name of Cromwell, is, how-.

ever,

1
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ever, whimfical. I think I can’ tumn to it.
Here it is.

€ RIGHT HONOURABLE,.

¢« I have received: a trumpeter of yours, as
he tells me, without your pafs (‘be bad forgot
it, it feemsy and left it bebind bxm upon the table ),
to render Hume Caftle to the Lord General
Cromwell. Pleafe you, I never faw your gene-
ral, nor know your general. As for Hume:
Caftle, it ftands upon a rock. .

* Given' at Hume Cattle, ' this day ‘before
feven:- o’clock. So refteth, without prejudxce.
of his native country, :

Your moft humble fervant,

Joun €ockBurN.”

Mamm of W r:tmg.

We muﬂ {peak to. the. eyes, if we wxfh to:
aﬂ'c& the mind..

-Hieroglypbié.‘

A farmer of the gabelle on falt had built a
villalike a palace. Difplaying it: to his friends,
it- was obferved, that a flatue was wanting for a
Jarge niche in the veftibule. ¢ I mean. to puv
theére,” faid the farmer, ¢ fome allegorical ftatue
relating to my bufinefs.”—s¢¢ You may then put:
Lot's wife, who was changed to a Ratuc of
ﬁlt,” anfwcted one of his friends..

Hgs Fam‘-
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Fools by Profeffion.

Our court-fools ceafed with-the reign of-

Charles I. L’Angely was the laft in France.
He was prefented by the Prince of Conti to
Louis XiV. Being afked why he never at-

tended fermon, he anfwered, « Becaufe. ¥

bate noife, and do not underftand reafoning.™

Blegant -Compliment..

A French officer being juft arrived at the
eourt of Vienna, and-the emprefs hearing that-
be had the day before been in company with a
great lady, aflked him if it were true that the
was the moft handfome princefs. of her time ¥
The officer anfwered, with great gallantry,
« Madam, I thoughtfo yefterday.”

Algaratti.

Algarotti is a lively and pleafint writer, and -

fometimes. conveys his thoughts. in elegant me-
taphor; for example: « Lo fiile di Bacone,.
uomo di altiffima dottrina, abbonda di vivifimi
penfieri.  Nella maggior profondita d’acqua,
£ trovana le pere piu grofle.” « The ftyle
of Bacon, a man of the moft profound learn~

ing, abounds. in moft: lively thoughts. In the -

greater depth of water the larger pearls are
found.™ wE e B R

* * Romance Tingue..
I find ‘that it was about ‘The ninth eentury

that barbarous Latin began to give place to the
. modern
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modern languages of France, Spain and Italy.
The council of Fouss, in the year 813, order-
ed the priefts to preach in romance, that they
might be underftood by the people. 'We have
an odd idea that the: clergy- did not preach be-
dore the weformation ‘The Roman Catholic
¢clergy always preached,, and, do. preach,, in the
~ulgar. tongue. o

Riddle..

The French delight to try the: ¢fprit of chil-
dren by a kind of riddles., For cxample: A
man has a little boat, in which- he muft carry,
-from one fide of a river to the other, a wolf,
agoat; and a cabbage; and muft not carry
.more than. one of thefe at once.. Which fhall
he take: firft, without the rifk that, during one
of his navigations, the wolf may devour the
goat, or the goat the cabbage? Suppofe. he
carry the wolf,, the cabbage is loft—if the cab-
bage, the gnat is devoured—if the goat, the
einbarrafiment, ig equal ;” for he muft rifk. his
. ‘goat,, or. his cabbage, :on. the. other fide of the-
nver. .. i L . .

"The:anfwer. is,, he muft take the goat firft,
the wolf. will net touch..the cabbage; in the
fecond paffagé he cagrigs.the cabbage, and brings.
back the goat; in -the- third he tranfports the
.wolf, which may.again be fafely left with the.
«eabbage.. He concludes. with returning for the

-goat.

i (Q'rig?rzal"'

ca b oa o LY .if.
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Original Letter.

O&eber, 1784.
R

¥ am much obliged to you for the many ei-
vil and kind expreflions in your letter, and
for the friendly information you give'me. Paw-
tiality, I fear, diQated the former; but the
laft I can only afcribe to the goodnefs of your
heart. , '

I have publifhed nothing of any fize' but the
pieces you mention,- and ome or twe {madll -
trafts, now out of print .and forgotten. The
reft have been prefaces to fome of my Straw-
berry editions, and to a-few other publications,
and fome fugitive pieces, "which I reprinted
fome years ago in a fmall volume, and which
fhall be "at your fervice, with the Catalogue of'
Noble Authors. . - : .

Wit}} regard to the. bookfeller whe has takem
‘the pains of "colleQing -my writings for am
edition (among# which 1do not doubt but he
will generoully beftow on ine ' many that I did
not write, according to the kberal pradtice of
fuch compilers), and who alfo intends to write
my Kfe, to which as. I never did any thing
‘worthy of the notice -of the public, he' muft
likewife be a veluntger centrmbutor) it would
be vain’ for me to endeavour to prevent fucha
" defign. Whofoever has been fo unadvifed as
to throw himfelf on the ptblic, muft pay fuch
a tax in a pamphlet or magazine when he dies 3
.but happily the infe&s that prey on carrion are
“ftill more fhort-lived than the carcafles were
from which they draw their nutriment. Thofe

monien-
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momentary abortions live but a day, and are
- thruft afide by like embryos. ‘Literary charac-
ters, when not: illuftrious, are known only toa
few literary mén; and amidft the world of
books, few readers can come to my fhare.
Printing, that fecures exiftence (in hbraries)
to indifferent authors of any bulk, is like thofe
cafes of Egyptian mummies which, in cata-
combs, preferves bodies of one knows not'
whoem, and which are feribbled over with cha-'
ra&ters that nobody attempts to read, till nobody
underftands the linguage in which they were
written. ) - .
1 believe, therefore, it will be moft wife to-
fwim for 2 moment on the pafling current, fe--
cure that it will foon hurry me into the ocean:
where all things are forgotten. To appoint a
biographer is' to befpeak a panegyricy 4nd I
‘doubt whether they who colle& their works for-
the public, and, lke me,  are confcious of no -
intrinfic worth, do but be{ mankind to accept-
‘of talents (whatever they were) in licu of vire-
taes. ‘To anticipate fpurioue publications by a-
comprehenfive and authentic one, is almoft. as
great an evil; it is giving a body to feattered
- atoms 3 and fuch an act in ene’s old a%e is de= -
elaring a fendnefs for the indifcretions of youth,-
or fos the mifles of an age, which, though-
wore mature, is enly the lefs excufeable. I+
is moit: true, Sir, that fo far fram being pre--
‘judiced in favour of my ownm writings, I am:
perfuaded, that-had -I thought early as Ithink
now, k-thould never have.appeared as an au~.
thor. Age, frequent illnefs, ‘and pain, have:
‘given me as many. hours of refleGion in the in--
tegvals of - the two latter, ag the two'lattcrdrh:we .
o awn



drawy. from ‘refleflion ; - and; - befides - thain
thewing me the inudility - of all our little views,,
they have fuggelted an obfervation that I love:
to encoutage in myfelf from the rationality of’
it. I have larnt and- have practifed the k-
miliating tafk of comparing myfelf with great
authors: and .that compariforr has. annihilated.
all the fattery that felf-love could fuggeft: . L
know how trifling my own writings are, and&
" how far below the ftandard that confitutes-ex~
cellence ; for the fhades that ditinguith medi~
ocrity, they are not worth difcrimipation ;" and:
he muft be very modeft, or eafily fatisfied, who
can be content to glimmer for an inftant a little
more than “his - brethren glow-worms.. Mine-
therefore, you find, Sir, is not humility, but
pride ! When young I wifhed for fame, not
ekamining whether I was capable-of attaining:
1y nor confidering in what lights fame was
defirablei There are two-parts of honefb.fames,
that attendant on the truly great ; and that bet-.
ter fort that i due-to the good. I fear I did
ot aim at-the latter; nor difcovered, till.toor
late,- that I' eould not compafs the former..
Having negleted the bef¥ road, and having, in--
fread-of- the-other, ftrolled into a narrow paths
that-led to'no geal worth fecking, Ifee the: idle~-
nbfpof my journey, and hold it more graceful: .
té.abandon my wanderiags. to chance ocoblivion,, .
than‘to:mark folivitude for-trifles, ‘which L think: :
- fo myfelf, - : A
" I' beg your pardon fér- talking. fo .much. of
myfelf4 but an anfwer was due to-the: unmems.
ed- attention: whiolt you: have paid to-my wris-.
ings. I turn- with more plealure . to - fpeak: ong
yours. Fergive me ifs Lhall blame you, ‘dlth“.’
SR er




WALPOLIANA. - 1y

ther youceithier: abandon your intention, or-are
too impatient to execwte it. A’ mere recapitu-
fation of - authenticited falts would be dry. A
more enlarged plan would demand much ac-
quaintance witle ‘the charalters of the aQors,
and with the prebable fources of meafures. The
prefent time is accuftomed to details and anec-
dotes 5 and the age immediately preceding one’s
own is lefs known to any man- than the hiftory
¢of any other period. c ’
R R T T
Your obliged and obedient
humble fervant,

"Hor. WaLroLE.
D Callieres.

The.book of De Callieres, De /s fcience du:
monde, is very well written. It was the foun
dation, I believe, of the pamphlet called The
Polite Philofopher, - :

Dasnte:

Dante is a difficult author:. . I with wehad &
complete tranflation in profe, with the eriginal
on the oppefite-page, like the French one of the:
Inferno, printed at Parisin 1776,

News..

Renaudot,. a phyﬁcian; firft publiffied atPa-
sis, im 1631, a Gazette, fo called from Gazetto,,
acoin. of - Venice paid for. the seading of nﬁ\»

, : ipt:
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fcript news. In more early times our chicF

nobility had correfpondents abroad ' on pur-
fe to wnte what were called “Letters of:
ews.” -

Rotrow..

- Rotrou’s Venceflas is.the beft of the French.
tragedies, anterior to  Corneille. It ought
to be reprinted, as it is only to be found in
the fcarce ancient edition, or in large col~
leCtions, . ,

. D’ Hancarville:.

That book of D’Hancarville is very foolifh..
He is puzzled why all barbarous nations have
fimilar idols.and cwitoms; and yet is- not puz-
zled at their all having two eyes and a nofe.
The human mind and the humar form’ are
every where fimilar. All nations find mitk
very ufeful; yet d’Hancarville is deplorably
wife on the dniverfal veneration paid to bulls
and cows.. A little good-fenfe is worth all the
erudition in the world,,

’ And;. tl':o'ugl.l; no ﬁi'en'ce, fail:l'y vv'of'tli tl;e k'évcni ’
" French Royal Authorss

Louis XIV. tranflated from Ca:far,‘. with the
affiftance of his govermor, ¢« La Guerre des. -
Swiffes,” Puaris 1651, folio, from the royal prefs
of ‘the Louvre. ’ C .

By his fucceflor we'have; ¢ Cours des princi=
paux Fleuves et Rivieres de 'Europe : .ouvrage
S compofe
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compofé et imprimé par S. M. tres Cretienne.
Louis XV: Roi de France et de Navarre. Pa-
ris, de limprimerie du Cabinet de {a Majefte,
1718, 8vo.”—¢ The Courfe of the chief Ri-
vers in Europe, compofed and printed by his
moft Chriftian Majefty Louis XV. &c. lzaris,
from the King’s cabinet prefs.” :
- Philip of France, only brother of Louis XIV,
tranflated Florus, Paris 1670, 12mo. It was
publifhed by La Mothe le Vayer. .
It is furprifing that Louis XI. thould appear
among the royal authors of France. He wrote
for the inftrucion of his fon, « Le Rofier des
Guerres ;” a work divided into two parts, the
firft moral, the laft hiftorical. The firft is in
.the form of maxims; for example : .
_ ¢ If a king wifh to raife pure hands to hea-
ven, lethim gbe contented with his own domain,
and the ancient fubfidies : the greateft necefli-
ty of the public weal can alone authorife the
impofition of new taxes.” : '
« When men formed communities, and
built towns, and appointed mafters over them,
it was onlyin order to obtain juftice, and help
againft injuries: hence it is the prime duty of
a king to prevent oppreffion, and diftribute
juftice.” :

Original Letter,

Strawberry-bill, 03,18, 1786,

I aM much obliged to you, dear Sir, for the
notice, and your kind intentions. I have vari-
ous copies of King Charles’s colleéiion;.but‘
the one.you mention is probably more curious
and what I fhould be very glad to have; and

i
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if T can afford it will give whatever fhall be
thought reafonable; for I would by no means
take advantage of the poor man’s ignorance or
neceflity ; and therefore fhould with to have it
eftimated by fome connoiffeur; and though the
notes may be foolith, they waould not prejudice
the information I fhould like to get. I muft
go to town on Friday, and will call on you :
and if you cannot be at home, be fo good as
to leave the MS. and L will bring it back to
zhou the next day, or Sunday, as I retum hi-
€T, ,

Yours. fingesely,

Hor, WaLROLE
' Poiffardes.

The karamgeres, or filh-women at Parig,
form a fort of body.corporate. In the time
of Louis XIV. the Dauphin having. recovered
from a long illnefs, the fith-women deputed:
four of their troop to offer their congratula-
tions. After fome difficulties, the ladies were
admitted by the King's fpecial command, and:
conduéted to ‘the Dauphin’s apartment. One
of them began a fort of harangue, « What
would have become of ‘ugif our dear Dauphin

. had died ? We fhould have loft our all.” The

King meanwhile had entered behind, and be-
ing extremely jealous of his power and glory,
frowned at this ill-judged compliment; when.
anather of the deputation,, with:s ready wit,
regained his, good graces, by adding, ¢ Trues
we fhould have loft oug all—for our good
: - . King

\
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King could never have furvived his fon, and
would doubtlefs -have. died of grief.” The
naif policy of this unexpe€led turn was much
’admired.

Henry V111

Your argument that Henry VIII. might have
retained the church-lands, and thus have fecured
a great revenue, is well enough in theory: But,
in fa&, he could not have kept them; it was
neceffary to diftribute them, in otder to intereft
others in the fupportof his innovations. 1 be-
lieve he-forgot tge northern peers § and this led
to rebellions in the north, : -

Uffelefs Reading.

Dr. Bentley’s fon reading a novel, the Dotor
faid, ¢ Why read a book which you cannot
quote ?” :

Charles I.

The beft and moft undoubted fpecimen of the
mental powers of Charles I. is his conference
with Henderfon. .

" Hypereriticifm.

Every thing has its place. Lord Hailes, who
i very accurate himfelf, obferved to me, that
the chronelogy of- the Memoires de Grammont
is not exact.  What hag that book to do with
chronology. ? '

Fcketip
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Sockegip.

Louis XI. ‘when he was a youth, ufed te
vifit a peafant, whofe garden produced excel-
lent fruit. Soon after he afcended the throne,
this peafant waited on him, and brought his
little prefent, a turnip, from his garden, of an
extraordinary fize. The king {miled, remem-
bered his paft pleafures, and ordered a thoufand
crowns to the peafant. .

The lord of his village hearing of this liber-
ality, argued with himfelf thus: ¢« If this pea-
fant have a thoufand crowns for a turnip, I have
only to prefent a fine horfe . to- this munificent
monarch, and my fortune is made.” As others
might entertain the fame idea, he lofes no time,.
but mounts one horfe, and leads in his hand a
beautiful- Barb, the pride of his-ftable. He
arrives at court, and requefts the King’s accepw
tance of his little prefent. Louis highly praif-
ed the fteed ; and the donor’s expetations were
raifed to the utmoft, when the King exclaimed,
¢ Bring me.my turnip”—and added, in_ pre-
fenting it to the feigneur, « Hold; this coft me
; tl}ou,fand crowns, and I give it you for your

orfe.” . : :

- Original _Le#n;.

- . . Strawberry- Hill, Sept. 30, 1785,
As foen, Sir, as Ican fee the lady my frierid,

. who is-much acquainted with the Archbifhop,
I will try if fhe will afk his leave for you to fee
the books you mention in his library,, of which
I will give her thelift. I did afk Mr. Cambridge
R where

\
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where Dr. Lort is; he told me, with the Bi-
fhop of Chefter, and on an intended tour to’
the Lakes. Ido not poffefs, nor ever looked
into, one of the books you fpecify; nor Ma-’
billon’s A&a San&orum, nor O¢Flaherty's
Ogygia. My reading has been very idle, and
trifling, and defultory ; not that, perhaps, it
has not been employed on authors as refpeta-" .
ble as thofe you want to confult, nor that I had’
not rather read the Deeds of Sinners than A&a
San&orum. I have no reverence but for fen’
fible beoks, and confequently not for a great,
number : and had rather have read fewer than’
I have, than more. The reft may be ufefulon
«ertain points, as’ they happen now to be to’
you, who I am fure would not read them for
general ufe and pleafure, and are a very different:
kind of author. Ithall like, I dare fay, any
thing you do write ; but I am not overjoyed at
your .wading ‘into the hiftory of dark ages,
unlefs you ufe # as a canvas to be embroidered
with your own' opinions, and epifodes, and’
comparifons with ‘more recent times. That is
a moft entertaining kind of writing. In gene<
ral, I have feldom wafted fime on the origin of
nations, unlefs for an opportunity of {miling at’
the gravity of the author, or at the abfurdity of
the manners of thofe ages; for abfurdity and

- bravery compofe almoft all the anecdotes we'

have of them; except the accounts of what
they never did, nor thought of doing.

I have a real affetion for Bithop Hoadley.
He ftands with me in lieu of what are called 7 /¢
Fathers; and 1 am much - obliged tox you for
offering to lend me a book of his*; but asf m

alt

® A colle®ion of his fmall tra&s and fingle Sheets, pre-
fented by him[elf to fpeaker Onflow.
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faith in him and his do&trines has long been fet~.
tled, I fhall not return to fuch grave ftudies,
when I have fo little time left, and defire only
to pafs it’ tranquilly, and without thinking of
what I can neither propagate nor corre&. When
youth made me fanguine, I hoped mankind
might be fet right. Now that I am very old, I
fit down with this- lazy maxim, that unlefs one
could cure men of being fools, it is to no pur-
pufe to cure them of any folly, as it is only
making room for fome other. Self-intereft is
thought to govern every man; yet is it poflible
to be lefs governed by feif-intereft than men are.
in the aggregate? Do not thoufands facrifice
even their lives for fingle men ? Is not it an efta-
blithed rule in France that every perfon fhould
love every king they have in his turn; What
%ernment is formed for general happinefs ?
ere is not it thought herefy by the majority

to infinuate that the felicity ofy one man ought
- not to be preferred to that of millions? Had
not I better at fixty-cight leave men to thefe
prepofterous notions, than return to Bifhop,
Hoadly, and figh?. ) .
Not but I have a heart-felt fatisfation when

I hear that a mind as liberal as his, and who has,
dared to utter facred truths, meets with approbas
tion and purchafers of his work. You muft not,
however, flatter yourfelf, Sir, that all your pur-
chafers are admirers. Some will buy your book,
becaufe they have heard of opinions in it that
offend them, and becaufe they want to find
matter in it for abufing you. Let them; the
more it is difcufled, the more ftrorigly will your
fame be eftablithed. 1 commend you for fcorn-

ing
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ing any artifice to puff your book ; but you muft
allow me to hope it will be attacked.

I have another fatisfaltion in the fule of your
book ; it will occafion a fecond editioh. What
if, as you do not approve of confuting mifquoters,
you fimply printed a lift of their falfe quotations,
referring to the identic fentences, at the end of
your, fecond edition. ‘That will be preferving
their infamy, which elfe would perith where it
‘was ‘born : and perhaps would deter others from
fimilar forgeries. If any rational opponent
ftaggers you on any opinion of yours, I would
retralt #t ; and that would be a fecond ttiumph.
f am, perhaps, too impertinent and forward
with advice: it is at leaft a proof of zeal; and
you are under no obligation to follow my coun-
fel. Itis the weaknefs of old age to be apt to
give advice; but I will fairly arm you againft
myfelf, by confefling, that when I wasyoung, I
was not apt to take any.

+  Fours moit Ancerely,

‘$iok. WALPOLE. -

.

Wul- Preverb.

Proverbs not only prefent « Ig hon gros fens
qui court. les rues,” but fometimes are exgreﬂ”ed
in elegant metaphor. I was flruck with an
eriental one of this fort, which I met with in
fome book of travels: ¢« With time and pati-
ence the leaf of the mulberry-tree becomes
fattin.;’ 4

Odd
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0dd Obligation.

The Duke of Roquelaure was one of thofe
who, as Madame Sevigneé fays, ¢ abufe the pri-
vilege that the men have to be ugly.” Acci-
dentally finding at court a very ugly country
gentleman, who had a fuit to offer, the Duke
prefented him to the King, and urged his requeft,
faying he was under the higheft obligations to
the gentleman. The King granted the requett;
then atked Roquelaure what were thofe great ob-
ligations. ¢ Ah! Sir, if it were not for him,
I fhould be the very uglieft man in your domi-
nions.” This fally excited the royal fmile,
while the gentleman, with .plain good-fenfe,
affe€ted not to hear it. X

Pet-irl.r.

We read more of pearls than of diamonds, in
ancient authors. The -ancients had not fkill
enough to make the moft of diamonds; and
othe art of engraving on them is not older than
the fixteenth century. The moft remarkable of
modern pearls is that in the Spanifh treafury,
called The Pilgrim. It was in the poffeflion of
a merchant, who had paid “for it 100,000,
crowns. When he went to offer it for fale to
Philip IV. the King faid, ¢ How could yon ven-
ture to give fo much for a pearl?” The mer-
chant replied, « I knew there was a king of
Spain in the world.,” Philip, pleafed with the
flattery, ordered him hjs own price. -

Selfe

.
[
i

‘.

J
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Selfifbrefs.

The reafon why I admit no children with the
companies that come to fee my houfe, is, that
I have had fome trinkets damaged, nay, loft. I
thought of the Archbifhop of Narbonne, who
opened his fine gardens to the citizens, but
ftuck up notice that no flowers were to be pulled,
as they were for the delight of all, and not of
any individual. One day, however, being at
~ his window, he perceived a lady, who was de-
ftroying a whole parterre to make- her dear felf
a nofegay. Calling a fervant, he ordered him
to give the lady a crown, to enable her to buy
flowers. The damfel threw down her theft,
and marched off in a rage, which was not alle~
wviated by another meflage from the Archbithop, -
¢¢ That his garden was only open for thofe qui
Javdient vivre”

. " Legacy Foreflalled.

A French peer, a man of wit, was making
his teftament: he had remembered all his do- .
meftics, except his fteward ; ¢ I fhall leave him -
nothing,” faid he, « begaufe he has ferved me
thefe twenty years.” - o

- M;i‘ﬂakm Prety,

Some paflengers were chatting idle nonfenfe
to a parrot, hung out at a window, when a de-
vout old lady came up.: ¢ O wickednefs !” ex«
claimed fhe: « why do you not teach him his.

creed 27 )
i Novel.
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- S A

'f have read fomewhere that La Comtefie de
Mortine, a novel in two volumes, by Madame
Durand, is werth the perufal,

&'mmk:.'

. Knowle’s Hiftory of the Turks is full of long
orations, tranflated from the Latin of Leanclavius,
Confidered: a5 @ hiftory, it is a mals of fables ; in
point of language, it is the dulleft book in the
werld, with fecble periods of a page long, -

A ’ T :

Amorous Saint.

I am #dld that the life of S¢t. Catherine of
‘Sienna contains 4much qurious and equivocal
_matter. .

[The title is Legenda della feraphica Catherina
di Sienna. Vinegie, 1556, 8v0.] -

Hardouis.

Hardoum was' a diverting madmms. He
thought moft of the. claffics were forged by
monks. ‘So wrong-headed he was, that yem
may be fure that what he afferts is falfe, and
what he attacks is true.  When he was incul-
catipg his new do&trines of literary forgery to a
youth, his difciple, the latter afked dim what
was to be thought of the fcriptures, the canons,
the fathers ? After a long filence, Hardouin
anfwered,- « Only I'and Gogd know the ferce of
your objetion.” = Ct
. ) Sucking
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Sucking -Pathers.

Bouhours has written a-little work called In«
genious Thoughts of the Fathers: There is
hardly one worth repeating. Thofe fathers rea.
fon tike compléte fools. I am eonvinced that
§n theit time the human mind had become ex-
haufted and debafed. The Platonic philofophers
of that pefiod are no better reafoners. Chrife
tianity was cértainly of all the fyftéms then of.
fered the moft rational. Perhaps the philafophie
ﬂgh of the unity of God could nevet have ni’et
with acceptance nimang the people, excépt
the meas of Qhri{tianitg. peok d

Original Leetter.

- Straxvberry-bill, Fume 29, 1782
DEAR BIR, 4

Some time ago you faid you would be fo kind
as to give me a lift of the whitings of Lord
Blibank. I have'a ind b -complete my e«
count of royil and neble authots, for which I
Irave 4maffed 2 great nuniber of additions, buth
of works and omitted writers. I'fhall thefe-

" feye'be much obliged to you, If, without ine

terrupting yout own much more vdluable write’
ings, you tan favour me with that 1ift.
-"AN"1 know of Lord Elibank’s publications
ave the following:

_t. Inquiry into the Origin arid Confequetice
of the publis Debts. o :

2. Thoughts on Money, Circulation, and
Paper, Currency.  Edinb. 1758,
S I2 . 3. A pams
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3. A pamphlet on the Scottith peerage, 147 x.
I do not know the title.

I have a very imperfe@ memorandum, made
long ago, and which being only written with a
pencil 1s almoft effaced ; fo that all that remains
legible are thefe words, ¢ Lord Lyttleton’s cor-
refpondents, Lord Elibank’s anfwer to”

I recolleét that it alluded to fome remarkable

anecdote; but my memory grows {uperannuated, -
and I cannot recover it. Have you any idea? -°

1 do not even know Lord Elibank’s Chriftian
name; was it Patrick?

In 1778 1 cut out of a néwifpaper almoft a
whole column, containing an account of the
death and charalter of Patrick, Lord Elibank 3
and as he is there deferibed as.a very aged man,
1 conclude it was the Lord I remember, who
married the widow of Lord North and Grey,
and ‘was brother of Mr. Alexander Murray, im-
prifoned by the Houfe of Commons.

When I have the pleafure of feeing you here
(which I hope will be in about a fortnight, when

I fhall be free from all engagements), I will, if -

you care to fee if, trouble you with. a fight of
my intended fupplement, to which, perhaps,
you can contribute fome additions, as I think
you told me. Iam in no hafte, for I only in-
tend to leave .it behind me, and have actually
put all the materials in order, except the article
of Lord Elibank. I do not pretend to fhew you
any thing worthy of your curiofity, for nothing
is more trifling than my writings ; but Iam glad
to lay you under a fort of debt of communica-
_ tion, in which I am fure of being greatly over-

.+ Jgan

e el ettt —
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I can tell you what is truly curious ; I have

a lift (over and above thofe whom I fhall
mention, being dead) of at leaft thirty living
authors and authoreffes. 'Would not one think
this a literary age? As perhaps you was not’
aware of what a mafs of genius the Houfe of
Lords is poflefled —I ought rather. to fay, the
peerage of the three kingdoms, and of all, ex--
cept of two of the ladies (who are five), the
works are in print, I will thow you the cata-
logue ; nay, you fhall have a copy, if you pleafe,
leﬁ fo many illuftrious names thould be loft,
when I, their painful chronicler, am not alive
to. record them. Nor is there -an atom of
vanity in that exprefion. Books of pcerage
are like the precious fpices that embalm corpfes,
gnd preferve the dead for ages.—Adieu, dear
e ’ -

Yours moft fincerely,

Hor. WALPOLE.
Prejudices.

Our paffions and prejudices ever miflead us.
There is a French ben trovato on this topic.
A curate and his wife had heard that the moon
was inhabited ; a telefcope was borrowed, and
the lady had the firft peep. < I fee,” faid fhe,
«I fee two fhades inclining towards each
other ; they-are, beyond doubt, happy lovers.”

" —<¢Poh !” faid the curate, looking in his
~ turn 3 ¢ thefe two fhades are the two {teeples of

a cathedral.”

I3 Bmphatic
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Ewphatic Reprodf. |
I have heard of a general offcer, whe may

be claffed with the Awchbithop of Grarfada.
When he was about ninety years of age he

-was difiurbed with the notfe of fome young

officeys, diverting themfelves with feme girls.
« Is this, gentlemen, the example that 1 give

you

A W lli'M . -

A father wifhed to diffoade his daughter from
any thoughts of matrimeny. ¢ She who mar.
ries does well,® faid he; <« but fhe who does
net marry does better.”-——<¢ My father,” fhe an.
fwered meekly, «I am content with doing
well ; let her do better who ¢an.”

Ignorant Naiveté.

An old officer bad loft an eye in the wars,
and fupplied it with a glafs one, which he al-
ways took oyt when he went to bed. - Being -
at 3n ins be took out hig eyo, and-gave-it ta
the Ample wench who dttended; deliring her
to lay it on the table. The maid afterwards
fiill waiting and- ftaging, ¢« What doft wait
for ” faid the officer. ' Qnly for the other
eys, Six? * . )

Amufensents of War.
When Louis XIV. befieged Lille, the Count
de Brouai, governor of the plate, was fo po-
, : o lite

[ ~
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lite as to fend a fupply of ice every morning
for the King’s deflest. Louis faid one day to
the gentleman who -brought it, ¢« I am much
obliged to M. de Brouai for M ite, bur Lwith
he wionld fend . it .in largei portions.” The
Spaniird anfwered, without hefation, ¢ Sire,
Be thinks the fiege will be Jong, and he s afrask
the ics- may be exhaufted.” When the meflen-
ger was going, the Duke de Charroft, captain
of the guards, called out, ¢« Tell Brouai not to
follow the exampie of the governor of Douai,
who yiclded like a rafcal” The King turned
sound keghing, and faid, <« Charraft, are you
3ad "~ How, Sir ¥ anfwered he, ¢ Biouai
ismy comfin.” ‘

In the Memoires de Grammont you will find
Gmilar examples of the amufiments of war.
You remember that when Fhilip of Macedon
vanquithed the Athenians, in a pitched battle,
they fent next morning to demand their bag-
gage ; the King laughed, and ordered it to be
returned, faying, ¢ I do believe. the Athenians
think we did not fight in earneft.”

U mx:apﬁawe Toffament. ’

Sainfrai, a notary of  Pafis, was.fent for ta
write the teftament of a rich man, who defir«
ed him fo to word it that no room might be left
for conteftation among his heirs.  «No roomy
for conteftation, impoffible !* anfwered Saine
frai. ¢ Jefus Chrift, the wifeft of wmen, the
fon of God, dvew up 4 teftament, which has
been: contefted for thefe feventeen hundred
years, and witl ever be' contefted. Can I hoge
to go beyond him?” So faping, he took his
hat, and withdrew, . .
14 Equity.
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Equit:y.

I bave read fomewhere, I believe in Thu.
anus, that the inhabitants of a city ftipulated.
with their fovereign, that their judges fhould.
not decide caufes by equity. They deemed
equity a mere pretext for abandoning the letter
of the law, - :

A Commandment.

- The evening before a battle, an officer came
ta aflk Marfhal Toiras for permiffion to go and
fee his father, who Jwas at the point of death.
-¢ Go,” faid the general, -who faw through the
pretext ; < thou fhalt honour thy father and
thy mother, that thy days may be long upon the
carth.” :

F(ﬂx;on:.

It was about the year 1714 thattwo Eng-
lith ladies, vifiting Verfailles, fet an example
of low head-drefles to the French Ladies, who
at that time wore them fo high, arranged like
- organ-pipes, that. their heads feemed in the
aiddle of their bodies. The king loudly ex-
prefled his approbation of the fuperior tafte and
elegance of tl?ne Englifh fafhion ; and the ladies
of the court were of courfe eager to adopt the
new form,

The fame ladies are faid to have introduced
the fafhion of large hoops in France ; an abfurd
cuftom, which the delicate raillery of Addifon
-could not extirpate.

Metanymy.
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Mdo}tjmy. '

Scarlet and purple are terms foinetimes ap.
plied, by old French and Englith poets, to fgw
cloth of any colour, becaufe thofe fuperb colours
had been originally confined to that fort of cloth.
Thus we read of white fcarlet, and of green
purple. :

Dr. Robertfon.

Dr. Robertfon’s - reading is not extenfive : he
only reads what may conduce to the purpofe
in hand ; but he ufes admirably what he does
read. His Introduttion to the Hiftory of
Charles V. abounds with grofs miftakes. In
mentioning the little-intercourfe among nations,
in the middle ages, he fays a prior of Cluny .
exprefles his apprehenfions of a journey to-
St. Maur. He fuppofes the prior’s fimplicity
a ftandard of the mode of thinking at that
time! In many other inflance$ he has mifta- _
ken exceptions for rules. Exceptions are re=
corded, becaufe they are fingular; what is ge-
nerally done efcapes record. A receipt may
be given for an extravagantly dear book, even
now ; but that does not imply that books are
NOW VERy Ungommon. : .

‘ V alue of an Oatl;.

A Norman was telling another a great ab)
furdity as a matter of fa&t. -« You are jeit~
ing,” faid the hearer. ¢« NotI, on the &’mh
of a Chriftian.”—¢ Will you wager "’ No,

C Is ~ Twont
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I won’t wager; but I anf ready to fwear

to itt,, v -

4 Strange Erron , o
_ A tra& of Fathey Paul has i)een,reocml
ublithed (his. Opinione tackqnte. il gaversa ddz
%ep. Venegiana, Londra, 1788, 8vo.), with a
pompous preface, faying that this invaluable
work is now printed from am undoubted MS. -
This thing was printed a century and a half
sgo! - e o e,
Apt. Quitation. .

Here is an antiquarian book for you ! F have _
been dipping into it to my forrow. Moft of
them ' are narcotic,- but this- is irritating 3
for who can bear infolence, mixed: with falfe
reafoning on falfe foundations? I tookdown
Lucretius to look at a quotation, and' 3n a
P}tic'zble paffage Tanght my eye. Fhave mark-
edits . "

in fabrica fI falfs eft regula prima,
Normaque fi fallax.notis regionibus exit, -

Et \ibella aliqux fi ex parte claudicat hitum,

Ommia mendofe fieri, atque obltipa neceffath af;
Prava, cu'bzpcia, prona, fupina, atque abfona teéta,
Jam ruege it quadain videantur velle, ruantque < =
Prodita judiciia fallacibus omnia primis

« .

Origingd
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* Qwiginal Lefter.
‘. Strorabersyebill, Aogufits, 2778,

" BEAR STR,

The new regulation of the poft proves: very
inconvenient to this little diftri@. It arrives
and departs again in half an hour; fo that
having a vifit when I received your.letter yefter-
day, I could net poffibly 'anlywer it then; nor
can I write now expeditioufly, as for thefe,
thirteen days I have hadva third fit of the gout in
my left arm and hand, and can barely hold
the YPaper. . ’

our intelligence Of the' Jubilees to be ce-
lebrated i Scotland *'in. honour of the revo-
lution was welcome indeed. It is a favourable
fymptom-of an age when its feltivals are found-
ed on good fenfe and liberality of fentiment,
and not to perpetuate fuperftition and flavery.
Your countrymen, Sir, have proved their good-
fenfe too. in their choice of a poet. Your
writings breathe the noble, generous fpirit con-" -
genial to the inflitation. Give me leave to fay,
that. it is very flattering to me'to have the Qde
commupicated ta me.—L will not fay, to be
canfulted,, for of that diftinction I am not wor-
shy ; Lam not a poet; and am fure cannot im-
prove your ideas, which you have exprefléd
with propriety and. clearnefs, the nsceffary in-

ients of an addrefs ta a populous meeting,
for I doubt our numgrous audiences are not
artived at olympic tafte enough to feize with
- ' enthu=

® At Glafgow, it fould have been.
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enthufiafm. the eccentric flights of Pindar. You
have taken a more rational road to infpiration
by adhering to the genuine topics of the occa=-
fion : and you fpeak in fo manly a ftyle, that I .
do not believe a more competent judge could
amend your poetry. I approve of it fo much,
that if you commanded me to alter it, I would
alter but one word, and would infert but one
. more. Inthefecond ftanza, for

Here ever gleam'd the patriot fword, -
I would rather read, °
Here ever flaft’d,

as'1 think gleam’d not forcible enough for the
thought, nor expreflive . enough of the vigo-
rous ardour of your heroes. In the third
ftanza, I think, there wants a fyllable, not li-
terally, but to the ear; .- '

And flavery, with arts unbleft.

‘Slavery, if. pronounced as three fyllablesy does
not fatisfy the fulnefs of harmony, and befides
obliges the tongue to dwell too ftrongly on awith,
which ought not to occupy much accent. An
epithet to arfs would make the whole line
{onorous,
- Thefe are trifling criticifms of a trifling critic,
but they mark both my attention and fatisfali-
on with your ode. I muft add, how beauti~
fully is introduced, innocent .of blood! How
ought that circumftance to be dwelt upon at the
Jubilee of the Revolution! :

' T will



WALPOLIANA. ~ 139

I will tell you how more than occafionall
the mention of Pindar flipped into my pen.
have frequently, and even yefterday, withed
that fome attempt were made to ennoble our
horfe-races, particularl{l at Newmarket, by af-
faciating better arts with the courfes, as by con-
tributions for odes, the beft of which fhould
be rewarded by medals. Our nobility would
find their vanity gratified, for as the pedigrees
of their fteeds would foon grow tirefome,
their own genealogics would replace them; and
in the mean time poctry and medals would be
improved. Their lordfhips would have judg-
ment enough to know if their horfe (which

{hould be the imprefs on one fide) were not well

executed ; and as I hold there is no being more
difficult to draw well than a horfe, no bad artift
could be employed. Such a beginning would
lead further, and the cups or plate for the prize
might rife’ into beautiful verfes. But this is a
vifion ; and I may as well go to bed and dream
of any thing elfe. I do not return the ode,
which I flatter myfelf you meant I {hould keep.

Your much obliged, humble fervant,
Hor. WarroLE.

P.S. I muft not forget how difficult it
is to write to a given tune, efpecially with
fo much ‘eafe as you have done; and nothing
is more happy than making November lmile as

Faaf-
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. ForlifBnefs of Presching.

. "A preacher in Italy was pronouncing the pa
negyr%d of his’ favagnite faint, the foundcrp:f-
-his order. He compared him with alf the cex
leftial hierarchy, 4nd could find mo place ho-
nourable enough for hiny, while his long para~-
graphs were ever clofed with the exclamation,
“‘V%here fhall’ we place this great patriarch ?*
Ah auditor, whofe patience was exhaufted, rofe
up, and. faid; «8ince you are fo puzzfed, he
mpy bave my place, for F-am going.” '

7 do-not know if it were the fame preacher
who faid St, Francis Xavier converted, by one

fermon, ten ‘thoufand perfons in a -defert:

iffand. ‘ :
" Pere Seraphin, a noted capuchin of picus-
fimplicity, was preaching before kouis XFV.
at Vetfailles, when he perceived the Abbé Fe-
nelon afleep. Stopping in the midft of his dif-
courfe, hefaid, « Wakethat 3bbé wha is affeep,
and who_perhaps only attends. here to pay his
_ court to the King.” Lauis {miled, "and pardon-

ed the difrefpet, i confideration of the father’s

Gmplicity of charalter. o :

Embaffadors.

a -

" You remember Sir Henry Wottons definition
of' an embaflador, ¢ A man fent to tell lies for
. the good of his country.” He fhould of courfé
Have a firm countenance. - Louis XIV. delighted
an exciting awe and confufion of face in thofe
who approached him, but could not fucceed
with Baron Pentrider, envoy from the emperor.

When
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When he was making his firft fpeech Eotiis wag,

i'iqucd at his coolnefs, and fought to embarrafs
im by calling out, ¢ Speak louder, Mr. Em-
baflador.” Pentrider only anfwered, ¢« Louder "
raifed his voice, and praceeded.. o

--Lord -Herbert of %!herbury,’ in the curious
accounit of his own, life which I printed, tells -
a good: ftory of a Spanith embaffador, who had
abandoned a copgrefs becaufé he could not ob-
tain precedence over the French deputy. On
hisveturn to court he waited on the King, and. .
explained the reafon of his condugt. ¢« What,®
faid the monarch, “could you think of aban-
doning fuch an' important bufinefs for the fake
of a ceremony ¢” The embaffador, piqued at
the refie€ion, anfwered with great {pirit, * « A .
ceremony ! What is your majefty yourfe]lf but
a geremony I - -

| Ufe of Manafferies.

An ¢nvoy from Cairo to Lorenzo de Medici.
afked:that wife prince how it came to pafs that
there were fo few mad men at Elorence, while.
the capital of Egypt' prefented great numbers,
Larenzo, pointing to a moniftery, faid, « Wae,
fhut them up in, thofe houfes.” : ,

‘ Regroqf. /

«Cardinal Dubois offered an abbey to. a bithep,
who refufed it, becaufe he faid he could not re-
concile to his conftience the poffeflionof two -
benefices. The Cardinal, in great furprife,
faid, < You fhould be canonifed.”—s¢¢ I wifhy.
my lord;” anfwered the Bifhop, ¢ that Ideferv~

¢

¢ -
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ed it; and that you had the power” A deli-
cate reproach of his ambition.

Friem_l/bip.

Inour cold climate friendthip feldom ripgms: 4

much. ~ A friend is a name far a more conftant
acquaintance. _Yet I have heard of a gentle-
man who laid down his equipage, and retrench-
¢d his expences, in order to lay by-a {fum to af-
fift two children of a deceafed friend, who

left them in poverty., T

Gothic Arcbi{eé?ur?. .

~

Mr. Gibbon mentions that the palace of
Theodofius, reprefented on one of his coins, is

the oldeft fpecimen of Gothic architeure. - L. .

doubt the coin and ‘the palace. Perhaps the old
thrines for reliques were the real prototypes of _

this fine fpecies of architeGure. Some, as old_ ‘

as Alfred’s time, have pointed arches in minia-
ture. It was a moft natural tranfition for piety
to render a whole church, as it were, one thrine.
The Gothic ftyle feems to befpeak an amplifica~
thon of the minute, not a’ diminution of the great.

Warburton’s groves are nonfenfe ; it was not a_°

paflage from barbarifm to art, but from one’
ipecies of arttoanother. The ftyle was at firft

peculiar to thrines, and then became peculiar to
churches. :

Comu&inage.
Concubinage was liwful, and allowed by

the canons of, the church, till the 12th cen-
T ‘ tury.

Y =~
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Our extreme rigour has, as ufual, pro-
pagated vice. Nothing can be more unjuft.
than the want of any medium between the ap-
pellation of wife, and the moft degrading con-
tempt. Infamy and vice reciprocally produce
each othgr.

Prince Eugene.

Prince Eugene was at one time fo great a fa-
vourite in England, that an old maid bequeathed
to him 2500/ ; nay, & gardener left him 100/
by his will, :

Retort.

- The French like us better abroad than here.
_ A French ambaffador faid to Lord * * *, «The
Englith are excellent when out of their ifland.”
The peer anfwered, with great readinefs and
fpirit, < They have then at leaft the merit of be-
ing excellent fomewhere.”

| New proof of Frien#b;'p.

Sir %% * *** wag a great amateur, nay,
pra&ifer, of boxing and wreftling ; and willing=
ly imparted his knowledge to thofe who con-
fulted him. A lord in his neighbourbood call-
ing on him one day, they walked into the gar-
den, and the baronet ftarted his favourite topic.
The peer’s politenefs leading him to fay that he
fhould wifh to fee a fpecimen of the baronet’s
boafted fkill, Sir ** * fuddenly feized him from:
behind, and threw him over his head. Up flarts

my lord in a rage, when the baronet .addrgkfl{éd
im
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F3

of my great friendéhip for you. This
-firoke I have fhewn to mo other perfon

fil

Incredible Fafl. -

The Abbé Regwier; fecretary of the French
Academy, was colle&ting in his hat from each
member a contribution for 2 certain purpole.
“The prefident . Rofes, one of the forty, was a.

mifer, but had paid his ?uom 3 which the

Abbé not perceiving, he prefented she hat a
fecond time.  Rofes, as was to be expeéted,
faid he had already paid. ¢ I believe it,” an=-
fwered Regnier, « though I did not fee it.”—
« And §,” added Fonmtenclle, who was befide
him, «I faw it; but I do nat beliewe it.”

 Eogal Pyezle.

A prefident of the parliament of Parie afked
Langlois, the advocate, why he fo often burden-
¢d himfelf with bad caufes. My lord,” an-
fwered the advocate, «“I have loft fo man
good ones, that I am puzzled which to take”

. By Wi

- Bafy writing is vot cafy seading. Aa authow
wag praifed, in the preferice of 2 :good judye,
for the faeiliz with which he compsfed ; and it
was added, that he was not the lefs modeft am
that account. ¢ No,” anfweved the critie,
« that is not enough; he fhowid be the more
humble-on that accoun.” v

] - "Bufs

with great gravity, « My lord, this is a
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FAEN LN . . ‘ . ’
. Wien Madame de Stazl was writing her
Memoirs, a female friend afked her how fhe
would- manage when fhe came to charafterife
herfelf, her fenfibility, and gaMantrics. « OR'1*
mﬂ'\{:?d Madame, 1 fhall give only a buft of
myfelf. o
In our novels, memoirs, &c. &c. we are great
dealers in bufts. 'The French, on the contrary, -

o delight perhaps too much in whole lengths : hut

they hiave the merit of mmatomifing the whale of
human natere, while eur hypocrifies mputilate
the figure, and deftroy allits truth. -

Bwyy. ,

A Frénch genieral, of a jealous and invidious
charafter, faid- to the Dake D’Anguien, who
had jeft gained the celebrated battle of Racroi
in 1643, « What can thofe who envy your glo-

ry fay now ?’—< I do ‘not knaw,” anfweted the
prince; « I wifh to afk you.”

Korgeries. N

Forged charters were eommon in the middle
ages. I remember to have read that a monk of
Soiffons, in the twelfth century, being on his
death-bed, confeffed that he had forged many’
charteis for different momafterics.

P,
Pauw is an ingenions awthor, but trop fran-
choms.. There are good things in his Recberc;er
ur
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Jur les Grees ; and his idea that Sparta was =
mere den of thieves, is certainly juft. Their
conduct to the Helots fhews that they were not
only thieves, but affaffins § as their defcendants
are to this day. I cannot make out what he
means when he fpeaks of Varro’s colleion of
portraits, as having been engraved by that great
man, and coloured by a lady called Lala. He
quotes Pliny as his authority. -

Truth.

In all fciences the errors precede the
truths; and it is better-they thould go firfk
than laft. ' -

De Coucy.

It was Raoul Chatelain de Coucy, and not a
lord of Coucy, who was the famous lover and
poet. The lady was Gabriclle de Levergies 3
the -hufband Albert, Lord of Faiel. Sce the

" Poems of ‘de Coucy, with the, old mufic, print-
éd at Paris, 1781. The truth of this horrible
tale feems certain : the date A. D. 1191. The

poetry is very good for that period.

Farces.

About the middle of the laft century a hun-
dred crowns wag paid in Paris to the author of
a fuccefsful play. Till the year 1722 farces
were not given after plays in France, till the
cighth or ninth reprefentation. This leading
to the opinioh, that a farce was a fymptom that
the main picce was on the decline, La Mothe

) ' ~defired
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defired a farce might be given after the firft re~
prefentation of his Romulus. The example be-
came univerfal.

Semiramis.

The Semiramis of Voltaire is a grand trage-
dy, and the ghott is a bold effort for the French
ftage. At firft it was coldly received ; and Vol-
taire, fecing * Piron in the tiring room, afked
him what %\e thought of it. <« I think,” faid
Piron, ¢ that you wifh it were mine,”
¢ I love you juft enough to with fo,” replied

Voltaire.
Ariful Queftion.

‘Dominico, the harlequin, going to feec Louis
XIV. at {fupper, -fixed his eye on a difh of par-
tridges. The King, who was fond of his ag-
ing, faid, ¢ Give that dith to Dominico.”—
¢ And the partridges too, Sire ?” Louis, pe-
netrating his art, replied, ¢ And the partridges
100.” ¢ dith was gold, , R

 Rhime,

I beliecve rhime was not known in Europe

“till about the year 8oo.  We feem’ to have

had it from the Saracens, who were then pof-
fefled of Spain; and of Sicily then or foon
after, . -

Naivete.
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‘ , Naiveté. - - -
The Roman de la Rofe has fome- naif paf-
fages. Look at this:

Et ¢ncore ne fais jé péché,

. 8i je nomme les achlet chefes, ’

Par plein texze fans nwettre glofog Ces
Que mon Pere de Paradis .
Fit de fes propres mains jadis,

Froy&ﬁ;

I-with Froiffart’s poems were printed. He is
the ofily French poet of that century (the four-
teenth). I find Chriftine de Pife, my acquaint-
ance, had a fon a chronicler and poet. Hewas
called Caftel. ‘ .

- Origingl. Letfer

- Serewberrybitl, 08. 15, 0188,

DEAR SIR, ' - , .

- ¥am rather fon;y to hear that you ate going
to be the editor of ansther’s work, who are fo
infinitely better employed when compofing your«
. felf. However, as it will be on a branch of
- virtd that I love, I comfort myfelf, from your
tafte and accuracy, that it will be better executed -

than by any one alfe.

I will ‘execute your commiffions, but yoi
muft give me a little time. The gout has laméd
my fingers, and"l cannot ufe them much ata

. time 3 and I doubt it has made me a little indo<’
lent too. Age, you may be fure, has not im-
proved my fight; and Vertue’s MSS. are not

- only a-heap of immethodic confyfion, but are
' Writs
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written in fo very diminutive a hand, that any
years ago, when I colleed my Anecdotes from
them, and had very ftreng eyes, I was often
forced to ufe a magnifying glafs. Should you
be impatient, will you come and fearch thofe
MSS. yourfelf ? next, will you come next Sun-
day Rither, and pafs the whale day, if you pleafe,
in the axamination? I db mot recollect three
medals of my father. One I think was ftruck
by Natter, who was much patronifed by my
brother Sir Edward, and who alfo engraved two
or three feals of Sir Robert’s head. The con-
fular figure on the reverfe of the medal I mean, -
wag intended for Cicero, hut.I believe was co-
pied from a ftatue belonging to the late Earl of
Leicefter at Holkham ; and which, if { do not
miftake at this diftance of time, is called Lucius -
Antonius. I do not know that any medal of
my father was ftruck on any particular occafion.
That I mention, and Daffier’s, were honorary,
as of a confiderablegperfon3 and his being prime
minifter might have a little fhare in the i
ment.  Of Daffier I know no more than I bave
faid in the Anccdotes.of Painting. I.amsignos
rant who hag the:medal of :the Dnch?‘s N?i I;Oti-
wouth ; you might learn of Mr. * ¥ %,
who livespe;i‘;:l aépzn{crfemﬁ. - He had a great
colle&tion of modern medals, but fold them.
Perhaps the Duke of Bevonthire has the medal
in queftion; you might learn of Dr. Lort, or I
can afk him. Are there no modern medals in
Dr. Hunter’s collettion ? Thefe are all the an-
fwers I am ready to give to your queries af
prefent. '

Yours moft fincerely,

Hor. WaLroLE



150 WALPOLIANA,
\Y"‘be Devil."

In the time of Louis XIV. feveral ladies of
rank were accufed of magical praltices, A
duchefs among them was examined by a tﬁagi‘f-
¢rate of celebrated uglinefs. She confefied that
fthe had converfed with the devil. ¢ Under

~ what refemblance was he ?” faid the magiftrate
gravely. ¢ In his own- perfon—and he refem-
bled you 2s much as one drop of water does ano-
ther.” Then turning to the clerk the defired
him to write down her anfwer. The magiftrate,
apprehenfive of the ridicule, took care to ftop

and fupprefs the examination.
- Divine Favour.

In Italy, when they make proceflions to pro«
cure rain, and a tempeft and deluge follow,
they fay that when Dominidio is good he is too

d. ~ A Venetiap, trying to. mount a horfe,
prayed to our Lady to a %um He then made
a vigorous fpring, and fell on t'other fide.
Getting up and wiping his clothies, he faid,
« Our Lady has affifted me too much.”

.- Old Ft;ﬂ'h

. ‘Tlge mof!: ancient of the French farces, Peter
‘Patelin, written about 1450, is full of naivete
and laughter.

: f‘ally
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Folly of Erudition,

A German has written an elaborate differta-
tion to prove that Cefar never was in Gaul !
Was it he, or his brother, who attempted to

- prove that Tacitus did not underftand Latin ¢

Cornaro.

. Cornaro on health was once a popular b§ok
The original edition was printed at Venice
X561, 8vo. :

Richlicu. S

The Hiftory of the Mother and the Son is
cértainly written by Cardinal Richlieyy though
emvoncoufly affigned to Mezeray. In fpite of
all Voltaire has written to the contrary, good
judges in. France fill think the Teftament

olitique of Richlicu genuine. = | .

Brusal Affctions.

. The attachment of fome French ladies to
their lap-dogs amounts, in fome inftances, to
infatuation. I have heard of a lap-dog bitinga -
piece out of a male vifitor’s leg: his miftrefs
thus .exprefled her compaffion: ¢ Poor little
dear creature! I hope it will not make him
fick I” ‘

Another lady kept a malicious ape, which bit
one of her women fo cruelly in the arm, that
her life was in danger. The lady chid her ape,
and told him not to bitle{ {o deep 1u future, T}};

: : mai

Aed
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maid loft her arm; and the marchionefs dif-
mifled her with 2 ¥ague promife of a provifion.
The marquis blaming this inhumanity, the lady
anfwered with great coolnefs, « What would -
you have me do with the girl ?. She has lof an

arm.” '
Naiveté,

. Children fometimes light on odd turns of ex-
preflion. One hearing that his mother had loft
a Jong law-fuit, ran home and faid, * Desr
mamma, I am fo glad you have /f that nafty
procefs that ufed to plague you fo.”

Anlfm{ ’ Diary.

. ."The diary of Philip 1V. of France was printed
at Florence in 1746. It contains little but his
expences on a journey to Flanders in 1301
but is printed from his own hand.writing i
tablets of beech-woed, done oves with wass . {

Cofarions ..
The Cafarion of Si. Real is wosth readiog.
. . N ( . . . . X . -
De. Sorves. !

Fohn de Serres, the hiftorian of France,.was
‘the fame Serranus whe publifhed Plato, o
Antient 'Fref_;cb Poetry.

. i . . IR PR P T TR T )
-When I mentioned lately that Froiffast was *
the only French poet of -the fousteenth century,
' o ' * 1was

i

J

0

i
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I was miftaken. Philip de Vitry, Bifhop of
Meaux, about 1350, wrote the poem on the
advantages of a country life: the companion is
by Pierre D’Ailly, Bifhop of Cambray. Vitry
died in 1361, I’ Ailly in 1425. -

[Thefe poems having great merit, and being
very difficult to-'find, are reprinted in the ap-
pendix.] , ..

R N ” 1/ / PO

Windmills were introducéd.herc after éhe
crufades.. Before that time hand-mills were
. ufed. . ’

Vegetdvle Origins. -

Turnips and carrots are thought indigenal
roots of France. Our cauliflowers came from
Cyprus; our artichokes from Sicily; lettice
from Cos, a name corrupted. into ganfe. Shal-
lots, -of efchallots, from Afcalon. B}

1 have been reading: on the fubjelt, -and was
flruck with the numerous ideas on commerce
and civilifation, which-may arifc from a dinner.
Will you have o doffert:-from meniory?  The
cherry and- filbert -are: from Pontus, the citron
frem Media, the chefnut from Oaftuna in:Afia
Minor, the peach and the walnut from Perfia,
the .plum from- Sytia, ‘the pomegranate from
©yprus, the quince from Cydon, the olive and
fig from -Greece, s are the: beft apples and
pears, though alfé found wild in'France, and
even-heres -The apricet is from Armenia. -

- eee e . . . TR | . .

Kl 2 Frm:t
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Fruit Walls.

M. D’Andilly, of Port-Royal, in 1652, pub-
lithed under the name of Le Gendre, La Maniers
de ‘bien cultiver les arbres fruitieres. In this book
he firft propofed the ufe of hot walls, as now
practifed.

The EleGtor Palatine, about the middle of

- the fixteenth century, was the firft who con-
firu&ted green-houfes.

" Another Erench Royal Autor.

That affaflin Charles IX. of France wrote a
treatife.on hunting, in which he gives direGions
for curing the mange, and other difeafes of
dogs. Better to be his dog than his fubject !

" Fontenelle.

Wit, or even what the French term e¢fprit,
feenis little compatible with fecling. Fontenclie
was a great egotift, and thought of nothing but
i One of his old acquaintances went
one day to fee him at his country-houfe, and
faid he had come to eat a bit'of dinner. ¢« What
fhall we have? Do you like ’(paragus ?” faid
Fontenelle. ¢ If you pleafe; but with eil.”—
"¢ Qil! I prefer them with fauce.”—¢ But fauce
difagrees with me,” replied the guefl. « Well,
well, we fhall have them with oil.” Fontepelle
then went out to give his orders; but on his
return found his poor acquaintance dead of anp
apoplexy. Running to the head of the ftairs
he called out, « Cook! drefs the "fparagus with

fa.u c;.n
Carpets
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Carpets. ..

" - Carpets are mentioned in the twelfth century; -
bat they would not do for our old vaft apart-
ments, and ftraw was neceflary for warmth. -

Brantome.

Brantome is a fingular and amufing writer.
What a compofition the firft volume of his
Dames Galantes ! :

In his account of the Vidame of Chartres lie:
fays, that when that lord paflfed to London, as
one of the hoftages for the performance of the
treaty between England and France, he rendered
himfelf fo agreeable to King Edward (III?)
that he took him with him ¢ jufqu’ au fin fonds.
de fauvages d’Efcofie” (to the furtheft part of:’
the highlands of Scotland). There was held a

nd hunt of deer ; after which the Scots pref-

ng with clubs the game killed, in order to.

fqueeze out the blood, ate' the raw flefh with
. bread, and thought it delicious.

* T wonder this ftory has efcaped Mr. Pennant.

Sylphs.

From Sonnerat’s Voyages it appears that the

grandouers of the Eaft Indian mythology are

* erial beings of great beauty, correfponding with

Pope’s fylphs. There is nothing new under
fun. .

~

K3 Know-
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Knowledge of the world.

‘We never think, ner fay, that knowledgc of
the world makes a man miore virfuous ; it rom-
ders him more prudent, but generally at:the ex«
pence of his virtue. Knowledge of the world
implies fkill inr difcerning ¢haralters, with the
arts of i mtngue, low cunning, felf-intereft, and
other mean metives that -ifluente: what - are
called men of the world. Mien of genius are
commonly of a fimple chara&er: their thoughts
are occupied m;oﬁ jecks wery aemote from the
httle arta of men of the vrrovld. :

.
. ]

Pm‘ Huﬂm« Nature.

In tbc ym uxz, as we leam from an: !talian.
antiquary, a general belief prevsiled in: Gera-
many that the Mediterranean fea was to be dried
up, that believers might pafs to Jerufalem on
foot. Italy was crowded ‘with thoufands of
German pilgrims.

) Y
Illymmahom.

Heretics were firft burned in England in the
reign of Henry IV. the ufurper, in order to
Rlea}t;e thilbn(hops, who adlifted him in depoﬁng

ichard II.

Britifb Cattle and Blood-hownds.

At Earl Ferrar’s, Chartley, Staffordfhize, the
indigenal Britifh cattle areizill extant. In form
they refemble a deer ; and-are white, except the -

. cars

.
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“ears and tail, which are black 5 .a black lift alfo

runs along the back. . . )

- In Neidwood foreft, in the fame county,
blood-hounds are flill reared; about the fize
of a maftiff, blackifk back, belly reddifh brown..

X -Qﬁgiml Letter.

Lo . " Strawbérry-bill, Aug. 14, 1789,

E muft-certainly have exprefied myfelf very
awkwardly; dear Sir, if 'you conctived that [
meant the flighteft cenfure on your book 5 much
lefs on your manner of treating it, which is
able, -and clear, and 'demonfirative as poflible.
No: it was myfelf, my age, my want of appre~
henfion and memory, and my rtotal -ignorance
of .the fubjeét, which ‘T intended to blame. I
nevar did'tafte or-ftudy the very ancient hiftories,
of nmatios I rever had a'good memory for
names of - perfons, regions, places; which no
pecific ¢ircumftances coneurred to make me re~
membet:: ind now at féventy-two, . whem, as is
commony I forget numbers of names moft fami-
liar te'me, 'is it poffible I thould read with plea-
fure Any work that ¢onfifts of a vecabulary to-
tally new to- me ?" Many ‘years ago, when my

. faculties-‘were much lefs impaired, .1 was forced

to quit Dow’s Hiftory of Jndofian,. becaufe the.
Indian names made fo- little impreflion on me,
that I went backward infté¢ad of forward ; 'and:
wag-every minute reverting to the former page,
to find about whom I was reading. -+ - .

- Your book was a ftill more laborious tafk to
me, for it contains fuch a feries of argumenta-
tion, that it demanded a double effort fyom a

~ weak, old hc;d; and when I had made myfelf

K4 : mafter
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mafter of a deduion, I forgot it the next day, -
and had my pains to renew. S

Thefe defe@s have for fome time been fo ob-
vious to me, that I never read now but the moft .
trifling books, having often faid that, at the.
very end of life, it is very ufelefs to be improv-
ing one’s ftock of knowledge, great or {mall,
for the next world.

Thus, Sir, all I have faid in my laft letter, or.
ip this, is an encomium on your work, not a
cenfure or criticifm. It would be hard on you-
" indecd, if my incapacity detralled from- your
merit.

* Your arguments in defence of works of -
fcience, and deep difquifition, are moft juft;
and I am fure I have neither power nor difpo~
fition to anfwer them. You.have treated your
matter as it ought to be treated. Prefound
men, or converfant in the fubje&, like Mr. * * ¥,
will be pleafed with-it, for the very reafons that -
made it difficult to me. If Sir Ifaac Newton
had written a fairy tale, I fhould have fwallowed
it eagerly ; but do you imagine, Sir, that, idle
@s Iam, I am idiot enough to- think that Sir
Ifzac had better have amufed me, for half an-
hour, than enlightened mankind, and all ages?

I was fo fair as to confefs to you, that your
work was above me, and did not divert me.
You was too candid to take that ill ; and muft
have been content with filently thinking me very-
filly 5 and I am too candid to condemn any man-

for thinking of me as I deferve. I am only

forry when I do deferve a difadvantageous -cha-
ralter. ] )
Nay, Sir, you condefcend, after all, to afk:
my opinion of the beft way of treating antiqui.:
. . ties;
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ties ;-and by the context I fuppofe you mean

how to make them entertaining. I cannot an--
fwer you in one word, becaufe there are two:
ways, as there are two forts of readers. I
fhould therefore fay; to pleafe antiquaries of

judgment, as you have treated them, with ar-:
guments and proofs ; but if you would adapt

antiquities to the tafte of thofe who read only to

be diverted, not to be inftructed, the noftrum

is very eafyand fhort. You muft divert them, .
in the true fenfe of the word diverfo; you muft,
turn them out of the way ; you muft treat them
with digreffions, nothing, or very little, to the
purpofe. Yet, eafy asI call this recipe, you, L
believe, would find it more difficult to execute,
than the indefatigable induftry you have em-
ployed to penetrate chaos and extraét truth.
There have been profeflors who have engaged to
adapt all kinds of knowledge to the meaneft ca-
pacities. I doubt their fuccefs; at leaft on me.
However, you need not defpair; all readers are

not fo dull and fuperannudted as, dear Sir,

YourAvcry h‘umlile fervant,
-and fincere-admirer, -

Hor. WALPOLE. -

Armour.

- "My fuit of armour, that beIohéect to Franeis I.
- muft have been enly ufed in tilting; it is not

ftrong enough for battle. You fee that little
men may be great men: [fmiling, as he was
himfelf fhort in ftature.]

c Ks Grofe
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.~ Grofe I have read, (on sncient agmens).
fee from it that owr. nsedern paisitcrs kaow no~
thing of eofturne; The chaim, or ring, armour
was that ufed in the middle ages. Our artifts.
always elap on platwuom long before it wae
mventcd. :
”1:;‘, PYPE .
R N oL W
Out m(mnttlﬁ-wme condes {rom ﬁe i
taing atound Malaga. ~Tent 5 Tiits, tin or
red wine. Shetry from Xeres (the- S aifh X 1
pronounced §4 or €3), in the fouth of Spiin,,
‘where: the great battle was” fought between thié
Chriftians-and Saraeens, ‘that cnded in ‘the conk
§ueft of -Spain by the katter: -
Malmfey was from Malvafia in Pelopmmcﬁis.
This rich wine was Afterwards propagated ‘at
- Rlicant, the C:manes, and Madeira.

Eﬂgf dl)lﬂg.. .

‘What is called chalk-engraving is. done in I“ e
tle holes, with a needie—pecking, the chief
manner of Nanteuily is a fhort ftroke with: the:
graver, digging up a little bit of the ‘eopper,;
-which is, ru|

Lm‘im

In our old mm Lattin i§ tin: it is a. fﬂem
Malian werd /ada.

~

Paint-
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REEIEE b 5 '
. : Painting:
Mz, Gibbon has given us fome curious anéc-
dotes of painting, in the middle ages. He
mentions that Conftantine VIII. Emperor, of
Conitantinople (A. D. 91¢), was an artift ;_and,.
what is ftill more extraordinary, that a caftle in
Germany was adorned with hiftorical paintings.
of a viGtory.

_ [See Vol. X. p. 21§, 8vo. The caftle of
Merfeburg, about the year 9503 and the note,
whence it appears that painting was never loft
in Italy.] : ~ :

. Naiveté.

I heard, while in France, a rifible inflance of
maivete and ignorance: -‘Lhree’ young ladies,.
much, of an-age, were boarded in a convent,.
where théy contrated a moft fond friendfhip
for each other, and made up their little. refoiu--
tions never to part as long as-they lived.. But
how contrive this, when in a few years. their
parents would take them out of the nuamery,.
to marry them te different hufbands - After re--
peated deliberations, it was dilcovered that the
only way of remainingir conflant union was,,
that, all the three fhould wed one and the fame
‘hufband. Upon further inquiry and difchflion
this was obferved: to be contrary to law ;. and at.
-length the wifeft head of the three obferved.that.
they might all marry the Great Turk. A litteyr
was compofed in great form, the refult: of the:
choiceft eloquence of all the three, explaip--
ing the tender friendfhip which united them, _anh:.‘

v . the.
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the choice they had made of him for their hufe
band. They added, that as foon as they had
received their firft communion, they would fet:
out for Conftantinople; and begged that alk
might be prepared for their reception.

lighted with this expedient, the three
friends fent off their letter to the poft-office, with
this dire@tion, To My. Great Turk, at bis Sec
raghio, Conflantinople. By Lyons. The oddity
of the diretion was the occafion of the letter
beirig opénied, and of the difcovery of this great -
plot '

Size of Bodks.

I prefer the quarto fize to the o&avo; a
quarto lies free and open before one. It is fur-
prifing how long -the world was peftered with
unwieldly folios. A Frenchman was afked #F
be liked books in fokio®. ¢ No,” fays he, ¢ X
like books ir fruflu +.* :

Thames and Ifss.

We talk of the Thames and the Ifis. There
is no fuch river as the Ifis, either in our old geo-
graphy, or in modern tradition, I mean, un-
educated tradition. “ This Ifis is 2 mere invention
of pedantry, from the name of the Ouf,
a ftream that runs into the Thames.

Singular Title. .
One of the moft fingular titles I know is the
French houfe D’0. This family kas produced
S ' ) feve-
* In the leaf. + In the fruit.

-~
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feveral great charaters, and I believe ftill exifts.
In the time of Henry IV.a M. D’O diftinguith-
cd himfelf. <

Queen Chriftina.

That drawing is of Chriftina, Queen of Swe-

" den, in her travelling drefs. You know ita

good deal refembled that of a man, which made
er fay,  when the court ladies of France crowd-

ed to kifs her on herarrival, « I do believe they

take me for a gentleman.”

‘What an infamous murder was that commit-
ted b{ her orders in the gallery of Fontainbleau !
Had I been Louis XIV, I fhould have ordered
her to be feized, tried, brought to the block’
——then pardoned, and difmiffed from the
kingdom. : ’

Voltaires Letters.

The letters between the Emprefs of Ruffia -
and Voltaire are the beft in the large colle&tion
of his correfpondence. I prefer thofe. of the-
Emprefs to thofe of Voltaire.

Ecrazez Pinfame was a kind of party watch-
word among the encyclopedifts. It- means
ecrazez Pinfame fuperfiition ; that is, what the
Roman Catholics call Chriftianity, and we fenfe--
lefs mummery. It might have been ufed by
Luther. I fee no harm in it.  Corraptio optimi-
peffima®. :

Original® .

* ‘The corruptiun of the befl thiogs is alwags the work.
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O;‘igina) Letter.

Bevkeley fpuare, De: rs, T789,
DEAR SIR,

You will probably have been furprifed at rot
hearing from me fo long. Indeed, I hope yow-
will have been fo, for as it has been occafioned:
by no voluntary negle®, I had rather you
thould have reproached me in your own ‘mind,,
than have been thoughtlefs of me and indiffe~
Fent. : ‘

The truth is, that between great misfortundss,
atcidents, and illnefs, I-have pafled fix melan--
choly months. I have loft two of my neareft.
and moft beloved relations; Lady Dyfart aiid
Lord Waldegrave. Her illnefs. terminated but -
in September ; his, befides the grievous. lofs of
him, left me in the greatefl anxiéty for his wi--
dow, who. thought herfelf at the end of hex
pregnancy, but was not delivered. til] above two.
months after hisdeath,. a fprtnight ago.. ~- - .

, lg the midit of thefe di&l‘ﬁfg&l ad two ve—

ad falls in June and Ssptember;. by whichs .

1 bapifed. myfelf exceedingly,.and the laft of:
whigh Lbrg‘mg%npwa r.l:?tl:e gout., ,,In‘}‘ucl;;

fitugtions. I was very incapable ef entertaining,
ang bedy, .or even. of being enterttined, and.-
faw few but,of my own ungappy family ; or [
fhould have aficed. the favour- of your company:
at Strawberry-hill.. C e
Iam now pretty well, and came to.town but-
when I take the firft moment. of telling:

to dag,
you fo, that, whenever you come to. London,.
- I may.

.
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1 may have a chance of having the pleafure of
feeing you. I am, with fintere regard and ef~
teem, dear Sir,

‘ b.Yo\ur moft obedient, humble fervant,’
"Hor. WALPOLE.
R Fifb in‘F_g(bibn.

+ When fafhions ar¢ worn out at Paris, the
millinets feild the antiquated atticles to the
WORTH, that is, to Swedén or Raflia. A veflsl
deeply laden with fuch merghandife was run
down in thie channel of *St. Peverfburgh. Next
day 2 falmon was caught in the Neva, drefled
in & white fatin petticoat ; and in the fame - net
were found - two latge god; with muflin hand-
kerchiefs around their necks. The fharks and:
porptifes wére dbferved ir.gooms of the latefd
tafte ; and hardly was there a fith that did not
difplay fome of: the frefhoft Pariflan fathions
that had ever vifited the North. o
.. Chareh Patronage.. . °

Every litedary offite,, or fituation,-in Englind
8 in t‘xe hands of the church. The cglq;gy
efen contrive to get intd offices driginally- 'de-
figned for Jaymen. This vaft patronagé is. thé
real rook - apain ftowhich neither: ftotnis -nor- tems
pefts fhall prevail.  Our clergy afe by far the
moft learned in Europe ; and many of ‘them of
the moft refpe@able chara€ter. That they
-would rather make martyrs, than be martyrs,
s what muft be expeéted from hunmh nah;:.b e
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Public Vietue. .-

The hiftory of public virtue in this coun
is to be found in protefls. i

" Reuvenge.

B. the painter, has attempted to ridicule my
tafte in his book. I will tell you why. He,
fome years ago, exhibited at the Academy a
Venus, with hair about as long as from here to:
Windfor. Iwent to fee the pi@ures before the:
exhibition was opened ; and by fome previous
information B. was in the room, following my
fteps, and eager, as'I afterwards learned, to
hear my expreflions of admiration at his wonder-

. ful performance. Unluckily, when I came up
to this miracle of genius, I cried out,” « Good .
God ! what have we got here 1”- then burft out
into a loud laugh, and paffed on to the mext.
This, you know, was unpardonable. But Mr.-
B. fhould have told me that he was the man,
and then I fhould have faid nothing, and have
cndeavourcd to look as fad as he could wx[h

the RQueess of Dmmar&.l

The poor Qqcen of Denmark was certamly
very imprudent. I learn that the would even'
appear in full court in breeches ; and thofe nors
thern countries are rigid in the bienfeance. .

megmg Boks. .

1 fometimes with for a catalogue of Iomé—

ing books—books that one takes up in the gout,
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Jow fpirits, ennui, or when one is waiting for
company. Some novels, giy poetry, odd
whimfical authors, as Rabelais, &c, &c. A
catalogue raifennde of fuch might be itfelf a
good lounging book. I cannot read mere cata-
logues of books ; they give me no ideas.

Court Promifes.

I have fent the Strawberry-hill books to the
Prince of Denmark, as I was requefted, except,
the Anecdotes of Painting; which I was forced
to buy at a high price, to prefent to the King of
Poland. I have no anfwer from Denmark,
which I much wonder at. -

Low Cunning.

- Itis a fpecial trick of low cunning to fqueeze

out knowlédge from a meodeft man, who is
eminent in any fcience ; and then to ufe it as:
legally acquired, and pafs the fource in total .
filence.

Original Letter.

Berkeley-fquare, May 18, 1794.

" DEAR SIR,

.- My houfe is fo full of pictures, that I could
not place a new one without difplacing fome
other; nor is that my chief objeion; I am
really much too old now to be hunting for what
I may have few moments to poflefs; and as the.
poffeflor of the piGure you mention values it

‘ highly,
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highly, T am not tempted to vifit what would-
probably be very dear.- The lady reprefented:
does not ftrike my memory as a perfon about-
whom I have any knowledge, or curiofity ; and
T own 1 have been fo often drawn to go after pic—
tures that-were merely ancient, that sy when:
Iam fo old, and very infirm, and go out very
little, you will excufe me if I do not wait on
you, though much obliged to you for your pro-
pofal. I cannot go up and déwn ftairs with~
out being led by a fervant. ' It is tempus abire
for me : [ufi fatis, ‘

. Yours moft fincerely,

. ORFORD.
Choifeul.

The Duke de Choifeul was difmifled from the
miniftry by the intrigues of Madame Barry,
who accufed him of an _improper correfpona-.
dence with Spain.

Symbolic Feftival.

An old Dutch merchant retiring from bufi-
- nefs, with an opulent fortune, invited his city
friends to dinner. They were fhewn into a
fplendid room, and expeted 2 correfponding
!)anquet, when a couple of old feamen brought
in the firft courfe, confifting of herringsy frefh,
pickleds and dried, ferved up on wooden plates,
put on a bluecanvas cloth. The guefts ftared,
and did little honour to the repafts when a fe-
oond courfe came in of falt beef and greens
. This
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This being taken away, a fplendid feftival ap-
peared, brought in by pewdered lacquies, ferved
on damafk table-clothes, and a fideboard of ge-
nerous wines. The old merchant then faid,
¢ Such, gentlemen, has been' the progrefs of
our republic. -We began *with ftri&t frugality,
which begot wealth ; and we end with luxury
and profufion, which will beget poverty, It is
better to be contented with the beef, that we
may not be forced to return to our herrings.”
The guelts fwallowed the maxim with the ban-

quet 3 butit is not faid that they profited by it.

) Mod‘:r’n‘ Manners. :

Mr. Creech has ‘fent me his account of ) the

changes that have taken place in Edinburgh

within thefe twenty years. It is an amufing

- ‘and inftructive -pi¢ture of the progrefs of fo-

ciety. v
Mourder of Mountfort. B o

M. Shorter, my mother’s father, was walk-
ing down Norfolk-fireet in the Strand, to his

" houfe there, juft before poor. Meuntfort the

layer was killed in that ftreet, by affaffing hired
gy Lord Mouhon. This nobleman, lying in
wait for his prey, came up and embraced Mr.
Shorter by miftake, faying, ¢ Dear Mountfort !”
It was fortunate that he was inftantly undeceived,

_.for Mr. Shorter had hardly reached his houfe
before the murder took place.

Hiflery.
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Hifory.

1

There are three kinds of hiftory all good ; the
original writers ; full and ample memoirs, com=
piled from them, and from manufcripts, with
“great exaltnefs; and hiftories elegantly written
‘and arranged. The fecond ftep is indifpenfably
neceflary for the third ;" and I am more pleafed
with it than with the third. It has more of

truth, which is the effence of hiftory.

Daughters of Orleans.

The Duke of Orleans, regent of France,

was too familiar with both his daughters, after=

wards duchefles of Modena and Berry. In con-
fenting to the marriage of ‘the latter, e is faid
to have bargained for a day or two of her com<-
pany every week. When I was in Italy, jn my
youth, I ‘went to a ball at Reggio, and was
placed next the Duchefs of Modena. This cir-
cumftance, and my being known as the fon of
the Englith minifter, engaged me to fay fome=
thing polite, as I thought, to the Duchefs. -I
afked her the reafon why fhe did not dance.
~She anfwered, that her mother. always faid fhe
danced ill, and would not allow her to join in
that diverfion. ¢ I fuppofe,” replied I in com~
plete innocence, ¢ that your mother was jealous
of you.” Her face was all fcarles in an inftant
and fhe feemed ready to fink into the ground. I

very haftily, withdrew, and took my politenefs-

along with me.

. ' New
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New mode of Drowniég.

Talking of an acquaintance, who was going
to Ireland, in very rainy weather, Mr. Walpole
obferved, that he ran a rifk of being drowned

Wheeler Infedt.

. 'The wheeler infet is a curious microfcopical
obje@. Takealittle duft of rotten timber, and
a drop ef water; by and by the infe& appears,
two horns arife on its head, and then a wheel,
the velocity of which is furprifing. It fails
among the duft, as if amidft iflands,. The
wheel feems intended by fu@ion to draw ix
numbers of fmaller infedts, its food.

Tygre National.

. After the French revolution Lord QOrford was
particularly delighted with the ftory of the Ty-
gre National. A man who fhewed wild

at Paris had a tyger from Bengal, of the largeft
fpecies, .commonly called The Royal Tyger.
But when royalty, and every thing royal, was
abolithed, he was afraid of a charge of inci-
vifm ; and, inftead of Tygre Royal, put on his
fign-board Tygre National. :

~ The fymbol was excellent as depiting thofe
atvocities which have difgraced the caufe of
freedom, as muchas the maffacre of St. Bartho-
lomew did that of religion. Mob of Paris,
what 2 debt thou oweft to humanity, ! N

. ‘ Madame
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Mademe Elizabeth.

Madame Elizabeth, fifter of Louis XVI. is
-almoft a faint. . On the 20th June, 1792, wheny
the mob burft into the palace, the ran ioto the
King's apartment; and when they called for the
Queen, by the name of the Auftrian ftrumpet, .
and were about to feize Elizabeth by miftake,
an attendant exclaiming, ¢¢ This is not ‘the
Quieen,” fhe turned round, and faid, ¢ For the
Jove of God do not undeceive them.” ’

The fame lady, when it' was faid that the
yoyal family fhould be recommended to a. Dieu
Vengewr, anfwered, « No ; but to a Diew Pro=
wileur.” . . . .

An Equal Marriage.

The marriage of a lady of my agquaintance
was fettled by two noble lords ; one for her, one
for lier hufband. 'When the fortune, jointure,
&c. was adjufted, one peer ingenuoufly faid,
« It-ought to be mentioned that there isalitde
fpice ofg amadnefs upon our fide.”—¢ Theré is
alfo {ome on ours, anf{wered. the other.” Both
families had produced inftances of infanity. . I

. OFiginal Letter.

L Baide_yﬁu;c, dpnf 11, 1794.
DEAR SIR, . o
I HavE carefully gone through your MSS.

with great delight : and, with thgeh fycw trifling

correitions that 1 have found occafion to make,

I thall be ready to reftore them to you whenever

: it
/
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3t fhall -be convenient to -you to call for them ;
for J.own I find them too valuable to be trufted
o any other hand.

As I hope I am now able to begin to take the
air, I beg you not to call between eleven and
two, when you would not be likely to find me
at home. ' .

Your much obliged, humble fervant,
Orrorp,

“Butralls from an uncommon Book.

T return you your book with thanks. I did
not before know of its exiftence. The Princefs
of Conti, by whom it was written, muft, I fup-
pofe, be Louifa of Lorrain, daughter of Henri
ie Balafré, Duke of Guife, miatried to the Prince
of Conti in 1605. She died 'in t631. Some
few interefting paffages I have marked.

: paffages that interefted Mr. Walpole
may al{o pleafe the reader, and tranflations of
them follow. The title of the fcarce little book
alluded to, is, Hifloire des’ Amours de Henry IV,
pvec diverfes Lettres ferites a fes Maiftreffes, P
wutres Pieces curieufes.. Leyde, 1663, 12mo.
Du Frefnoy, De P'Ufage des Romans, alctibes it
to Louifa of Lorraine, Princefs of Conti. If
fo, fhe praifes herfelf, p. 30,  as ¢ beautiful,
and one of the moft amiable young ladies of .
that time.” She was left a widow in 16143
and may “have written thus of  her youthful
years.. ‘ A

Speak-
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Speaking of Henry’s amour with Mademois
felle d’Eftree, the fair Gabrielle, the princefs
mentions _that the lady preferred the Duke of
Bellegarde, who would have married her 5 and
could not at firft endure the King. To aveid
him fhe withdrew from Mantes, and ryetired to
the houfe of her father.

¢« The king, whom his foes had, never daunt-
ed, was .fo aftonithed at the anger of his mif-
trefs, that he did not know what courfe to fol-
Jow. He thought that in waiting on her next
day, he might at leaft mitiﬁ:te her refentment ;
but company. would not have been . proper on
fuch a journey, and if performed alone, it was
highly dangerous, as the war raged through the
province, and two garrifons of enemics lay on.
cach fide of the road, which was through a fo-
reft. His paffion furmounted all thefe difficul-
Aties : the diftance being feven leagues, he per-
formed the firft four on horfeback, accompanied
by five of his moft confidential fervants. He
then difguifed himfelf as a peafant, carrying 2
fack of ftraw, and walked three leagues to her
refidence. -

¢« He had found means to fend her previous
notice of his coming, and he found her ina
ﬁﬂery with her fifter, who was married to the

arquis de Villars. But fthe was fo much
furprifed at fecing this great monarch in fuch

an equipage, and fo diffatisfied with his difguife,

which feemed to her ridiculous, that fhe re--
ceived' him very ill, and rather according to
his prefent drefs than his real charafter.. She
would mnot ftay but.a moment, and even this
was only to tell him that his drefs was fo{nau—

. cous

|
'l
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feous that the could not bear to look at him.
Her fifter,  more civil, made excufes for her
Coldnefs ; and wanted to perfuade him that fear
of her father had alone forced Gabriclle to this
abruptnefs.”
) * * ._ * % * %
- € Gabrielle continued to love . Bellegarde,
and the king had. fome fufpicions of it; but
the fmalleft carefs made him condemn his
thoughts as criminal. A little accident had
rearly taught him more. Being at one of his
houfes, on account of fome warlike enterprife
in that quarter, which engaged him to travel
three or- four leagues one morning, Gabrielle
remained in bed, faying .the was ill, while
Bellegarde had pretended to go to Mantes,
.which was not far diftant. As foon- as the
king was gone, Arphure, the moft confiden-
tial of Gabrielle’s women, introduced Belle<
garde to a fmall cabinet, of which fhe alone
. had a key ; and after her miftrefs had difmifled
every creature from.her chamber, the lover
was received. Prefently the King, difappoint-
ed in fome refearch, returned much  fooner
than he was expeted, and was very near
finding what he did not feck. All that could
be done was to hurry Bellegarde into Arphure’s
cabinet, which opened.at the fide of Gabrielle’s
bed, and which had a window looking into the
garden. -
« As foon as the king came in, he called for
Arphure to bring him fome comfits, which
were kept in that very cabinet. Gabriclle faid
fhe was not at home, having afked leave to go
and fe¢ fome relations. ¢ That. may ‘;e,;
\ . L 4 fai
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faid Henry, ¢« but I am .n.qt to want my .cqm.;.
fits on that account. If Arphurs be gone, -

the lock may be picked, or the door burft
open.” Witfvl this'he began to kick at the door,

- to the infinite alarm of the lovers. Gabrielle

complained of a violent head-ache, and faid the
roife killed her; but the king -was deaf to her

complaints, .and.continued his attempts to burf} .

open the door. . _
" ¢ Bellegarde .fecing . there .was.no.other .re=~
medy, -threw himfelf from the window, and
was fortunate enough to efcape .with little hurt,,
though it was at a great diftance from the
ground. Inftantly after Arphure, who -had.
only hid herfelf to avoid opening the door, en~

tered, allin a heat, .excufing herfelf that the did.
* not know-the would.be wanted.” :

The death of the fair (Gabriclle, created by,

her royal lover-Duchefs of Beaufort, and defp.

fined for his wife, is.thus related.by the Prin-

cefs of -Conti. ~ ° -

«¢-8he came .to Paris to.perform the devout
exercifes of Eafter in public, 'in ovder to e
vince -herfelf a.found .Catholio to the people,

who did not believe -her earneft in that faith.

For this purpofe.dhe lodged .in the-cleifter of

. St. Germain I’Auxerrois, and .went to.a church

~

to hear vefpers, which were there performed

" with grand mufic. She.was cartied in a litter,,
while all the princefles were in coaches; and.

a captain .of .the guards rode by the -fide of the

littes, A chapel had been referved for hex;

that fhe might not be too much expofed to the
preflure or eyes of the crowd. Mademoifelle
‘de.Guife* was with her; and during the whole
- . fervice

® Afterwards Princefs of Contl, the authorefs. The
gk abounds with paffages con.cemi;zg‘ herfclf, o
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fervice the Duchefs of Beaufort did nothing
but fhew her letters from Rome, which aflure
ed her that what fhe defired would- be foon ac-
complithed +. She allo fhewed two letters,
whith fhe had that very day reccived from the
king, fo affeCtionate, and, fo full of impatience
to fee her his queen, that he told her he would
difpatch Du Frefne, one of his’ fecretaries of -
ftate, and wholly devoted to her, as having
matried one of her relations, to prefs his Ho-~
lineéfs to pérmit him to perform what he was,
in all events, determined to do. .

¢ In fuch prayers paffed all the time of de-
votion. When fervice was finithed, fhe told
Mademoifelle de Guife that the was going to
bed, and begged her to come and chat with her.
Thereupon fhe mounted her litter, and Ma-
demoifelle de Guife her coach, which ftopped
at the duchefs’s lodgings, She was undrﬁ'mg,
and ¢omplaining of a- violent head-ache; and
was foon feized with convulfions, from which
fhe was delivered by ‘the force of = medicine.
She ‘warited to write to' the king, but the-
convulfions returned ; and a letter afriving
from him fhe tried to read it, but was prevent-
ed by hier diforder, which cogtinued augment-
ing till her death.” : .

he love-letters of Henry IV. are doubtlefs

wine: they were found in the cafket of

ademoifelle Defloges after her death. They
are numerous, but only two fhort ones fhall be
tranflated as a fpecimen.

L2 , ¢« The

+ Henry's divorce from Margaret de Valois, and marg
riage with her,
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. -« The Duchefs of Beaufort to Henry IV.

"« T aum dying with fear: confole me by let-
ting me know how the braveft of menis: I fear
ke is very ill, for nothing elfe could deprive me
of his prefence. Write to me, my knight, for

ou know that the fmalleft of your mifchances
is death to me. Though I have twice heard
tidings of you to-day, I cannot fleep without
fending you a thoufand goed nights 3 for I am
not endued with an unfeeling conftancy; I am
a feeling and conftant princefs for all that con-
cerns you, and infenfible to every thing clfe in
the world, good or ill.” ' o

" Anfwer of the King to the Duckefs of ' Beaufort.

« My heart, I this morning, on my waking,
had tidings of you, which will render thisa
Happy ddy. I have heard nothing from another
duarter fince I left you. "I will not fail twice
a'day to remember the good graces of my dear
lote, .for the love of whom I fake miore care of
myfelf than I was accuftomed to do.  To-mor-
row you will fee Cefar (their fon), a pleafure
which I envy you. Love always your dear
-, fubje@, who will be yours till death. With
this truth I end, kiffing you, a$'tenderly as-yef-
terday ‘mdrning, 2 million of times. Perone,
26 May. = - ’ o

‘At );he end’ are fome anecdotes of Hen~
ry IV. ™ " A

« He was of fo generous a nature, that he.
ordered Vitry, captain’of his body-guards; to
receive into his company the man who wound-

' ' . cd
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ed him at the battle of Aumale. The Marif-
chal d’Eftrées being one day mt the king’s coach,
while the foldier was riding by the fide of it,
ke pointed to him; and faid, « Thére is the
foldier who woundéd (@@ at' thd battlé of
Aumalé.” s :
» « & x  » * .
¢ The ‘Duke of Savoy vifiting his court,
he ‘was advifed to detain him, till he had re-
ftored the marquifate of Saluces, which the
duke had perfidioufly feized, But he anfwer-
ed, « The duke, indeed, violated his’ word,
but his example fhall never induce’ me to am
act of perfidity. On the contrary, his per-
fidy fhall render ‘my good faith the more con-
fpicuous.” T _ A
-~ » » » * %
« Some troops, which he fent to Germany,
. having committed diforders in Champagne,
and pillaged fome houfes of the peafants, he
faid to fome of their. officefs ftil in Paris,
¢ Depart with all diligence, and fet things to
rights, elfe you fhall anfwer.to mé. What}
if my people be ruined, whois to nourifh me,
whe is to pay the expences of the ftate.; whoy
pray, gentlemen; is fo pay you your .arrears  To
injure my peopleis to injure myfelf” .
.. ¢ A nobleman, who had, long ~hefitated  in
the time of the league which party to adopty
coming in as Henry was playing at Primero, he
called out, «Come along, mptlord. If we win
you will be on our fide.”

v

. : 71
L‘3 : ' ~Meagh
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' Meagre &yk.

The imitation of Tacitus, er even of Mon~
tefquicu, the attempt, in fhort, to exprefs
every thing in as few words as poffible, may
lead a young writer to a great fault, namely,
the meagre and bald ftyle, which is not, in-
deed, fo bad as the feeble and prolix, but is
neverthelefs an unpleafing mode of compefi-
tion. To borrow a metaphor from painting,
{uch a ftyle may have a corre&t outline, but
it wants that variety, and juft harmony of co~
ouring, which delight in a compofition truly
valuab%c, Some worgs. may be fuperfluous, may
be introduced merely to pleafe the ear ; as in
painting fome tints are of no ufe except to fet
off others. ‘ ’ '

~

Cofthe of Otranto.

Lady Craven has juft brought me frem Ita-
ly a moft- acceptahle prefent, a drawing of the
“¢aftle of Otranto. Here it is. It is odd.that
that back-window correfponds with the def-~
cription in my romance. When I wroteit, I
did not even know that there was a caftle at-
Otranto. I wanted a name of fome place in
the fouth of Italy, and Otranto ftruck me in
the map. -

Ferbal Critles.

The eorreQtions, or rathep depravations, of
the claffics by the safh Lipfii, Scaligeri, &c.
&c. cannot be too feverely reprobated. We:

- now
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svow highly value the firft' editions,. becaufe they
are' lefs polluted by wanton conjeCtures. I
hope there are but few of them in the Straw-
berry-hill Lucan:. |

I was told an odd- inftance’ of fuch-correc~
tions the: other day. Cefar, as publithed by
Scaliger, fays- the druids of Gaul ufed Greek
charalters, the fame great- writer in another
place fays he wrote to ene of his officers in
Greek charalters,. that, if his letter fell into
the enemy’s hands, they might not be able to
avails themfelves- of the intclligence. All this
arifes fromone correétion of Scaliger, who for
Uteris craffis, ufed by the diuids in the firft-edi-~:
tions, put lferis Grecis. ' :

Mr. Thynne.,

Hete lies Tom Thynne of Longleat hall.
Who never wouldhave mifcarried,

Had he married the woman he lay withall,

. Or lain with the. woman he married. ’

Two'anecdotes are attached to thefe lines.

Mifs Trevor, one of the maids of honour to-
€atherine of Portugal, wife of Charles II. hav~
ing difcovered the Duke of Monmouth in bed
with a lady, the duke excited Mr. Thynne to
feduce Mifs Trevor. "She was the woman he

‘ lay withall.

The woman he married was a: great heirefs,
to whom he was affianced, wheri he was killed.
by Count Koningfberg in-Pall-mall..

" La O Bofie

\
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The eloquence of Boflfuet’s Difcoutfé- oti
Univerfal Hiftory, fo highly vaunted in Frarfce,
I never could tafte. The work, by the bye; 'id
fo wholly occupied with Jewifh anél ecclefiafti-
cal affairs, that it thould have been entitled, &
Difcourfe on Ecclefiaftic Hiftory: Tt is not;
indeed, like Montaigne’s chapter on boots;
in which there is not a word about' boots, buf
fecular matters are fo briefly handled, that the
title is completely erroneous. ~~ © - :

At the fame time I confefs that Bofluét’s conz
duct to the meek and inoffenfite Fenelon' wis {o
infamous, that I do. not with to be pleafed with
his writings. ‘

~

M affillon.

I am more ftruck with the eloquence of
Maffillon than of Bofluet, or Bourdaloue.
Read  this fpecimen from a fermon which
Maflillon preached before Louis XV. in his
: ic:)uth. hat a fatire on the ambition of

ouis XIV.! '

« Sire, if the poifon of ambition reach and
infe€t the heart of the prince; if the fove-
reign, forgetting that he is the prote&or of the
public tranquillity, - prefer his own glory to the
love and to the-fafety of his people; if he
would rather fubdue provinces, than reign in
their hearts ; if it appear to him more glori-
ous to be the deftroyer of his neighbours, than
the father of his. people ; if the voice of grief

and defolation be the only found that attends
his

e A e
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his viQories ; if he ufe that power which ig
only given him for the happinefs of thofe he
governs, to promote his own paffions and in-
tereft; in 2 word, if he be a king folely to
fpread mifery, and, like the.monarch of Baby-
lon, ere& the idol of his greatnefs on the
wreck of ‘nations; great God ! what 1 fcourge
for the earth ! what a prefent doft thou fend to
men, in thy wrath, by giving them fuch a maf-
ter ! His glory, Sire, will ever be fteeped in
blood. .Some infane panegyrifts may chaunt
his viCtories, but the provinces, the towns; the
villages, will weep. Superb monuments may
be ereCted to eternife his conquefts: but the
athes yet fmoking of fo many cities formerly
flourithing’ buot the defolation of countries
defpoiled of their beauty : but the ruins of fo
many edifices, under which peaceable citizens
have perifhed; but .the lafting calamities that
will furvive him ; will be mournful monuments
that will immortalife his folly and his vanity :
he will have pafled like a torrent that deftroys;
not like a.majeftic river, fpreading joy and
abundance : his name will be infcribed- in the
annals-of pofterity among conquerors, but ne-
ver among good kings: the hiftory of his reign
will be recolle&ed, only to revive the memo-
ry of the evil he has done to mankind.”

 Oppofisions.

" QOur oppofition-parties feldom form a regu-
far ba’tta(l)iggl. Even the leaders have ofte;e%e.
tached views. 'Fo form a firm array, even the
common foldiers thould be valued by the chiefs,
and have their encouragements and. rewards.

Lgs
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The feaffolding is neglefed after the houfe iss
built; but the necks of the builders may be
bazarded by neglecting it before.. - -

Bukfellers.

The manceuvres of bookfelling are now equak
in number to the firatagems of war. Publiths
ers open and fhut the fluices of reputation as
their various. interefts. lead: them ;. and it is be~
come more and more difficult to judge of the
merit or fame of recent publicatians. .

Palitics..

. In England political fa&ion taints every
thing ; it even extends to literature, and the
arts. We do not inquire if the produftion
have merit, but whether the auther be whig
or tory. Height of abfurdity . If a work .in-
tereft -me I care net for the author’s poelitics,
any more than I care about the colour of his
«lothes.

‘We have alfo a kind of eourt fathion, even -

.n literature : and this was never carried to fuch
a height as.now. The moft poifonous flanders
are propagated, the meft crooked arts employ-
ed, to injure the credit of thofe who. follow the
obnoxious tenets of our Miltons, Lockes, and:
Addifons. !

P;Ia'tim.
* Louis XIV. after the death of Colbert, could

not endure that his minifters fhould be men of
. ' talents
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" malénts, He wifhed to have all the fame of his.
gevernment. ‘

The. affair of the deftruion of the Pala~ -
tinate originated with Louvois. When the king.
veceived. the. firft. incelligence; that his orders
bad. been executed,, he was. with Madame
Maintenon.. He fent for Louvois; and was.
fo enragedat his prefumption in. fending. orders.
fo ruinous to his. royal charaller,. that he.feized:
the poker, and was only prevented by Madame:
Maintenon.from proceeding to. the utmoft vio~
lence..

Singular Charalfer:.

That curious whole-length of Frances, Duch~ -
efs. of Richmond and- Lennox, came fromn
Eafton-Nefton,. the feat of the Earl.of Pomfret..
‘We fhall fit down.here before her, ‘and read the.
equally. ‘curious portrait. of her' by Wilfon, in
his reign of James k. One. feature he does nat:
mention—that. her eyes,. as you.feae,. bear.fome.
refemblance to thofe.of acat. ’

¢ That morning, the parliament. was: to be-

- gin [12 Feb. 1623}, the king. mifled the Duke:
_of Richmond’s attendance, who being.a con-- .
ftant obferver of him. at all.timies, the. king,.
_ag it were, wanted-.one of his limbs, to fupport:
. the grandeur of majefty. at the firft folemn:
meeting. of a. parliament ;. and calling for him:
with earneftnefs,. a. meflenger was. difpatched.:
_ to his lodgings in hafte, when the king’s com--
mands, and the meflenger’s importunity, made:
the duchefs his wife, fomewhat. unwillingly-
go to the duke’s bed-fide to awake him; who>
drawing the curtains found him dead in his ble:l
Lhe:
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The fuddennefs of the affright ftruck her with?
fo much confternation, that fhe was {carce fer-*
fible. of the horror of it: and it was carfed
with that violence to the king, that he -would!
not adorn himfelf " that day to ride in his glories
to the parliament, but put it off to the nines
teenth of February following ; dedicating fome
* part of that time to the memory of his' dead
fervant, who might ferve as a forerunner to thé
king, and an emblem to all, his people, that in
the dark caverns of man’s body- death often
lurks, which no human prudence or providénee
is able to difcover : for the duchefs, to fome of
her intimates, confeffed afterwards, that fhe
found the effe@s of his full veins that night,
_that he was found dead the next morning.
¢« This lady was one of the greateft, beth -
for birth and beauty, in her time: but at firfk
the went a ftep backwards, as it were, to fetch
a career, to make her mount the higher. She
was daughter to Thomas, Vifcount Bindon, fe-
cond fon to Thomas, Duke ‘of Norfolk3 and-
her mother was eldeft daughter to Edward,
Duke of- Buckingham; both which ' dukes,
ftriving to become kings, loft their heads.* Her
- extraétion was highy fit for her great mind; yet
fhe defcended fo low as to marry one Prannel,
_avintner’s fon in London, having a good eftaté 5
- who dying left her childlefs, a young and beaa-
tiful widow. Upon whom Sir George Rodney,
a gentleman in the weft, ({uitable to her for per-
fon and fortune), fixing hislove, had good hopes
from. her to reap the fruits of it. But Edward,
Earl of Hertford, being entangled ‘with her
fair eyes, and fhe having a zang of her ‘grand-
father’s
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father’s ambition, 'left Rodney, and married the .
Earl. - o ’
_ ¢ Rodney having drunk in - too much affeéti-
- an,-and pot being able with his reafon to digeft-
it, fummoned up his feattered ' fpirits toa moft,
defperate. attempt : .and coming to Amefbury in.
Wiltthire (where the earl and his lady were Znen
Yefident), to a&t it, he yetired to an inn in the
town, -fhut himfelf up in a chamber, and wrote
a large paper, of well-compofed verfes, to the
countefs, in his.own hlood (ftrange kind of com-
pofednefs), wherein he bewails and laments -his
‘own unhappinefs. And when be had fent them
to her, as a fad cataftrophe to all his miferies,
he ran himfelf upon his fword, and fo.ended
that life which he thought death to enjoy,
leaving the countefs to a ftri€t remembrance
of  her inconftancy, and himfelf a defperate
and fad fpectacle :}' frailty. But fhe eafily paft
this over ; and fo wrought upon the good-nature
of the earl her hufband, that he fettled above
five thoufand pounds a year jointure upon hey-
for life. . }
¢« In his time fhe was often courted by the
Duke of Lennox, who prefented many a fair
offering to her, as.an humble fuppliant, fome-
times in a blue coat- with a batket-hilt-fword,
making his addrefles in fuch odd difguifes : yet
.fhe. carried a fair fame during the earl’s time.
- After his deceafe, Lennox and Richmond, with
- the great title of duchefs, gave period to her
honour, which could not arrive at her mind, fhe
having the moft glorious and tranfeendent
heights in fpeculation: for finding the king a -
widower, fhe vowed, after fo great a prince as
Richmond, ¢ never to be blown’ with the kifles,
nor
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por cat at the table, of a. fubject :” and this:™
vow muft be fpread abroad, that the king may~
take notice of the bravery of her fpirit. But
"this bait would not catch the old king, fo that-
fhe miffed her aim: and, to make good her-
refolution; the fpeciouflly obferved her vow to.
the laft.

« When fRe was Countefs of Hertford, and:
found admirers about her, the would often dif-
courfe of her two grandfathers, the Dukes of
Norfolk and- Buckingham ;- recounting the time
fince one of her grandfathers did this, the other
did that. But if the earl her hufband came in
prefence, fhe would® quickly defift ; for when he
found her in- thofe exaltations, to.take her down;.
he would fay, « Frank, Frank, how long is it
fince thou wert married to- Prannel.?” which.
would damp the wings of her- fpirit, and.
make her look after her feet as well as. gaudy.
plumes:. o :

« Onme- little vanity' of this great' duchefs:
{with your patience)-may yet crowd. in-this little
ftory. She was a woman greedy of fame, and.
loved to keep great- ftate with: little coft. For-
being much vifited by all' the' great ones, flie
had-%xer' formality of officers and gentlemen,.
that gave- attendance, and. the- advantage- that.
none: ever. ate with her.. Yet all: the tables in.
the hall were fpread, as-if there had been meat.

. andl men to- furnith them; but before eating--
time (the Houfe being voided), the linnen re-
turned into-their folds again, and-all' her people
grazed on:fome-few dithes. Yet, whether her
altions came into- fame’s fingering, her gifts
were fuitable to the greatnefs of her mind. For
the Queen: of Bohemia (to the chriftening of

whofe
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whofe child fhe was a witnefs) had fome: tafte of
them. And being blown up by admiration for
this bounty, cither by her own defign to mag-
nify her merit, or by others. in mockery to mag- -
n.ifz her vanity, huge inventories of maffy plate
went up and down, from hand to hand, that
fhe had given that queen ;. and moft believed it.
Yet they were but paper prefents ;. thofe inven-
tories. had a mos ¢ff snventus at the Hague : they
faw the fthell, the inventory ; but never found
the kernel, the plate. Such difference there is.
| between folid worth, and airy «paper greatnefs..
t  And it is hoped thefe flight intermixtures will
| be no great tranfgreffion, becaufe long ferious.
things do dull the fancy.”

Buyke of Orleans..

Orleans, the regent, was aman of profligate
charaCter, and molt unprincipled ambition. He
had, before the death of Louis XIV. entered
'§ fo far into a plot,, I believe to place the Spanifh
grown on his own head, that his life was endan-.
d, and was only faved by his duchefs,
daughter of the king, who exerted all her in~
| fluence with her father, and with Madame de
i Maintenon, to procure his pardon.

Pravincial Proverb.

Henry, the fecand Prince of Conde of that -
name,. and father of the great Conde, withing
privately to mortgage his eftate of Muret, went
incognito ta an adjacent village, ‘where lived one
Armoul, anotary. The notary was at dinner,
-and his wife waited without in the hall 6l hht:

ad
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had. dined. * The prince inquired for ‘Arnoal
The woman anfwered in her patois, ¢ Arnout
is at dinner; fit you down on the bench there :
when Arnoulis at dinner, not a foul can fpeak
with him: i'faith.” The prince patiently fat
down, waiting the event of Arnoul’s dinner.
When it was ended, he was introduced ; the
notary drew out the writing, leaving. the names
blank ; and having read it aloud, afked the prince:
whom he did not know either in perfon or as
proprietor of the eftate, his name and defigna-
tion. ¢ They are thort,” anfwered the clent.
« Put Henry of Bourbon, Prince of Condé,
firft prince of the blood, lord of Muret.” Guefs
the poor notary’s amazement. Throwing him-
felf on his knees, he begged pardon for his ig-
norance. The prince raifed him, faying, ¢ Fear
nothing, my worthy friend. Arnoul was at ‘din-
ner, you know.” The ftory {pread, and became
a provincial proverb; when one did not choofe
to be difturbed by an intrufion, ¢ Arnoul is
at dinner.” ‘

Two perfons in One.

. I know not how three perfons may be one,
but I know that one perfon may be two. Some
there are who are quite different perfons with
their fuperiors, and with their equals and infe-
riors—with the former juft and generous ; with
the latter infolent, and full of extortion and
impofition, :

Weather,

To talk of the weather was once a matter
of ridicule. DBut that foon went out ;. for the
weather
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weitheris; in fact, {6 important in this change-
able climaté, that our health and bread depend
on it. There are’ alfo numérous claffes in this
iftand,. .farmers, . feamen, &c. &c¢; whofe

exiftence depends on the weather.- It is idle to
denry that the ftate of our {pirits dépends on the
weather : 'the ftouteft man cannot take exercife
on a rainy day, and muft feel ennui, becaufe he
cannot divide his time as ufual: For my part
I -care as little for- the weather as-any 3 and 1,
fometimes fay, that all I want is cold winters,
and hot fummers,

Dewiocrnts.

A:fig for our’ democrats ! [17927. - Barking
dogsnever bite. The danger in France arofe
from filent and inftantaneous aQion« They faid
nothing, ‘and -did--every thing~—ours fay every.
thing, and will do nothing, e y

R&I value of Men.

¢ A bifhop of Soiffons, in the twelfth century,

gave for a fine horfe, deftined for his public en~
trance into the city, 'five villani, or lkives attachs
ed to his lands, three nhen, and two womenmn.
Thus a horfe is a more valuable animal than 2
man. . And fo now. How many black flaves
would be the price of a capital - rice-horfe,
if ‘races were faflionable in the Weft-Indies ?

Beards. .
Francis L of i’tancc, amufing himfelf with

his courtiers one winter day, was ftruck on Ll;x;
: <
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chin with a piece of a tile, which chanced to
be taken up in' a fnow-ball. As the wounded
part could not be fhaved, he let his beard grow:;
and the fathion was revived, after it had.'been
dropped for a-century. : ’

;- ?t’!:es faid, 1 knovuirynot with- what truth, that
the fame prince, having loft his hair and an
_eye by the venereal difeafe, introduced the wi
and the hat. The latter had before been: ui-
ed in riding, to cover the face from the -fun;
but the bonnet contiued to be the ceremos~
-aial covering, )

Tal2.

* ¥ have -been amufing myfelf with a hiftory-
- " of Picardy, and fhall read you.off a: fhort: tale
that ftruck me. o B
Thomas de’ Saint Valery was travelling withr
his wife, Adela, daughter of a.Count de Pon-
thicu. They were attacked near a foreft by
cight armed men.. St. Valery, after a fevere
firuggle, was feized, bound, and thrown into
a thicket. His wife was carried off, expofed to
the brutality of the.banditti, and afterwards
difmifled in a ftate of nudity. She, however;
* fought for and:-fourd. her hutband, and they re«
turned together. : '
' They were foon after met by their fervants,
whom they had left at. an inn; and returned to
their father’s caftle at Abbeville. The barbarous
count, full of falfe ideas of honour, propofet,
fome days after, to.his daughter, a ride to his
town of Rueon the fea thore. There they en-
tered a bark, as if to fail about for pleafure ;3
and they had. ftood out three leagues from the

thore,
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fhore, 'when the Count de Ponthieu flarting up,
.faid with a terrible voice, ¢ Lady, death muft
now efface the fhame which your misfortune
‘hag brought on all your family.” . .
The failors, previoufly infiruied, inftantly
-feized her, fhut her up in a hogthead, and threw
her into the fea, while the bark regained the
coaft. , :
- Happily a Flemith veflel paffing near the
coaft, the crew obferved the floating hogthead,
and expeling a prize of good wine, took it up,
opened it, and with great furprifc found a beau-
tiful woman. She was, however, almoft dead,
‘from terror and want of air; and at her earneft
- entreaty the honeft Flemings fent a boat athore
with her. She fi‘med her hufband’s houfe,
who was in tears for her fuppofed death. The
fcene was extremely affeCting—but Adela only
furvivéd it a few hours. :

Jobn, Count of Ponthieu, repenting. ef his .
crime; gave to the monks of St. Valery the
tight o?a fithing three. daysin the year, in aad
about the fpot where his daughter had been
thrawn overbaard.

.Jmn“c_am
: The Americans are moftly engaged in .
trade and plantations. Their chief object is
to make meney. And, in.truth, money is
freedom. - :
' The New Rabinfon Grufie.

Sir T. Robinfon was a tall, uncouth man,
and his ftature was often rendered ftill more
. remarkable
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remarkable by his husiting drefs, a ¢ ‘
cap, a tight green jacket, and buckfkin breeches,
He was liable to fudden ‘whims; and once fet off
on a fudden, in his hunting fum, to vifit his
fifter, who was married and fettled at Paris. ™

- He arrived while' there was a large compa.
ny at difiner. The fervant announced 4. Ro-
binfon, and he came in, to the great amazement
of the guefts. "Among others, a French abbé
thrice lifted his fork to his mouth, and thrice
laid it -down, with an eager ftare of furprife.
Unable to reftrain his curiofity any longer, he
burft out with, ¢ Excufe me, Sir. Are you
the famous Rebinfon Crufoe fo remwrkable in
h!&ﬂ\’y | S :

Le Vayer. - o -

~ La Mothe le Vayer was called -the Freneh -
Platarch. His - effays are very -unlike thofe

of Montaigne. ‘They are regulay, and-abound |
with an uncommon mixture of learning and !
good fenfe. : . o

’

Rouffea’ s Abﬁcr.d-:'t.ie.'r.

Roufleau’s ideas of favage life are puerile.

He is equally abfurd in f{uppofing that no peo-
ple can be free, if they enttuft their freedorh
to reprefentatives. What is every. body’s: bufi-

nefs is nobody’s bufinefs. The people would

foon be fick of fuch freedom; they muft at- !
tend to thei? own private bufinels, elfe they
could not live. The people of France are ea-
fily ele@triied. We are” too folid -for fuch
. : dreams.
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dreams. . Amber may draw ftraws: we do not
gravitate fo eafily. . o .

Real Apparition.

-The caftle of Ardivillers, -near Breteuil,
was_reported to . be haunted by evil fpirita:
Dreadful noifes were heard, and flames were
feen by night to iffuc from various apertures.
The farmer who was entrufted with the care
of the houfe, in the abfence of its owner the
Prefident d’Ardivillers, could alone live there.
The fpirit" fcemed to refpect him; but any
perfon who ventured o take ‘up a. night's
lodging in the caftle, was fure to bear the
marks of his audacity. . .

Superftition, you know, is catching. By
and by the peafants in the neighbourhood be«
ganto fee garige fights. Sometimes a dozen
of ghofts would appear in the air above the
caftle, dancinga b wi, Atother timesa num-
ber of prefidents, and counfellors in red robes,
:‘gpcar'edf in the adjacent. meadow. There:
hey fat in judgment on a gentleman of the
country, who had “been aded for fome
crime’ a hundred years before. Auother pea-
fant met- in the night a gentleman related .to
the prefident, walking with the wife of a gen-
tleman in ‘the neighbourhood, whq were feen’
to carefs -each other, and then vanifhed. As
they were both alive, perhaps they were obliged
to the devil for preventing fcandal. In fhort,
many had feen, and all had heard, the wonders
of the caftle of Ardivillers. '
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This affair had continued four or-five years,
to the great lofs of the prefident, who had'
been obliged to let the eftate to the farmer at
a very low rent. At length, {ufpefling fome
artifice, he refolved to vifit and infpe& the
caftle. :

Taking with “him two gentlemen, his.
friends, ‘they determined to pafs the nightin
the fame apartment: and if any noife or ap-
parition difturbed them, to difcharge their pif-
tols at either ghoft or found. As fpirits know
all things, they were’ probably aware of thefe
preparations, and mot ‘ome appeared. But in
the chamber juft above 'z dreadful rattling of
chains' was heard ;- and the wife and children
of the farmer ran to affit their lord. They
threw themfelves on their knees, begging that
he would not vifit that terrible room. « M
lord,” faid they, ¢ what can human force ct’-
fe&k againft people of t’other world? M. de

Fecancour attempted the fame enterprife, yeays:

ago, and he returned with a diflocated arm.
M. D’Urfelles tried too 5 he was overwhelmed

with ‘bundles of hay, and was ill for a long"

time after.” In-thart, fo many attempts were
mentioned, that the prefident’s friends advifed
him to abandon the defign.

But they determiried to encounter the dan-.
ger themfelves. Proceeding up ftairs to an ex»
tenfive room, each having a candle in one hand,
and a piflol in the other, they found: it full of
thick fmoke, which.increafed mare and more

from fome flames that were vifible. :Soon after

the ghoft, or fpirit, faintly appeared in the mid-
dle: he feemed quite-black, and was amufing
himfelf with cutting capers : but another erup-

tion

[ O
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tion of flame and fmoke hid him from their.
view. He had horns and a long tail ; and was,
i truth, adreadful obje&. )

One of the gentlemen found his courage ra-
ther -fail. « This is .certainly fupernatural,®
faid -he-; ¢«.let us-retire.” The other, -endued
with.more boldnefs, afferted that the. fmoke wds
that of gunpowder, which .is no fupernatural
compofition ; ¢ and if this fame fpirit,” added’
he, ¢ knew his own nature and trade, he thould
_have extinguifhed our candles. .

With thefe words he jumps amidft the fmoke
and flames, and purfues the fpeétre. He foon
difcharged Mis piftel -at his back, and hit him-
exatlly -in -the ' middle, -but was himfelf feized
with 4ear, ‘when the -fpirit, far from falling,
turned -round and rufhed upon him. Soon re-:
covering himfelf, he refolved to grafp the ghott,
-to difcover-if it were indeed aerial and impaf-
£ible. Mr. fpe@re, difordered by this new
.manceuvre, rufhed to a tower, and defcended a
fmall ftaircafe. - . ' -

. - 'The gentlemen ran after; and, never-lofing

fight of him, paffed feveral courts and gardens,

il torning as the -fpirit winded, .till at length

they entered an offen barn. ..Here the purfuer,

rtain, as he -thought, of -his prey, fhut the

.3 but when -he: turned .round, what was

his amazemement-to-fee- the fpectre torally dif-
3])”3"! ' H . .

.In‘,gfc-at copfuﬁon :he called to the fervants
for more lights. -On examining the fpot of .the
fpirit’s difappearance, he found a trap-door,
upon raifing which feveral mattrefles appeared,
to-break the fall of any headlong .adventurer.

: Defcend-.
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Defcending be: found the fpirit himfelf—the far-
mer himfelf. : C

His drefs, of a complete bull's hide, had
fecured him from piftol fhot; and the horns
and tail- were not diabolic, .but mere. natural ap-.

ndages of the original. - The rogue confefled
all his tricks; and was, pardoped, on paying.the
arrears. due’ for. five years, at'the. old. rent of
the'land.

King and Republic. -

I have fometimés thought that a *fquire and
a veftry were 3 king.and xepublic in miniature.
The veftry is.as tyrannic; -in its way, asthe
*fquire in his. - Any power neceffarily leads to.
abufes of that power. Itis difficult to ftop any.
impetus of nature.. . S
Learning Encoyraged.
T was told a droll ftory concerning Mr..
Gibban, tother day. Qne of thofe bookfel-
lers in Paternofter.row, who publifh things im
- numbers, went to Gibbgn’s lodgings in. St.
James’s-Street, fent up his name, and was ad-
mitted. < Sir,” fdid he, « I am now. publith-
ing = hiftory of England;- done by feveral good
_hands. I underftand you have a knack at them-
there things, and fhould be glad to give you,
eyery reaforiable eéncouragément.” e
As foon as Gibbon recavered the ufe of - his
legs and tongue, - which were petrified with
furprife, he rap to the bell, and defired his {er-
vant to fhew this encourager of learning down

fRairs.
: A4 Day
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A Day of Henry IV.

Equally with painted portraits of memor~
able perfons, I admire written portraits, in which,
the charaller is traced with thofe minute
touches, which conflitute life itfelf. Of this
fort is the domeflic portrait of Henry IV. of
France, delineated in a page or two of the ori-
ginal memoirs of Sully. : »

[The moft ftriking paffages follow ; but it is
impofiible for a tranflation to réprefent the old
emphatic fimplicity of the original.]

* ¢ You muft know that one day his majef-

ty being, healthy, light-hearted, allive, anc{ in
'good humoar,- on account of diverfe fortunate
idents in his domeftic affairs, and of agree-
;ﬁe news received from foreign nations, and
from the provinces of his kingdom; and per-
ceiving the morning fine, and every appearance
of a ferene day, he arofe early, to kill partrid-
ges with his hawks and falcons, with the de-

fign of returning fo foen as to have them drefl- ~
ed for his dinner; for he -faid he never found
them fo nice and tender, as when they were
thus taken, efpecially when he himfelf fnatched
them from" the birt{s of prey. In which all
things having fucceeded to his wifh, he returned
when the heat. of the day became troublefome ;
fo that being come to the Louvre, with the
partridges in his hand, and having afcended to
the great hall, he perceived at the further end
Varenne and Coquet, who were chatting to
ether in expeftation of his return, to whom
ic called aloud, ¢ Coquet, Coquet, you thall
have no occafion to pity our dinner ; for Ro-
: M quelaure,
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quelaure, Termes, Frontenac, Harambure, and
I, bring wherewith to treat ourfelves: quick,
quick, order the cook to fpit them ; and, after
iving them their fhares, \fee that there be eight
or my wife and me. Bonneiiil here thall carry
her her fhare; and tell her Iam going to drink
to her health., See that you take for me thofe
that bave been a litfle nipped by the hawks
for there. are three large ones, which I my-
felfa'l llt‘o,?k from them, anid which are not touched
at all”" . A g
. As the king was talking thus, and fecing
the game fhared; he faw Cliclle come, -with his
great ftaff, and by his fide Parfajt, who bote a
" large gilt. bafon, covered with a fair napkin,
and who from a,diftance begap, to call, «Sire,
embrace my, thigh; Sjre, embrace my thigh 3
for I have got plenty, and njce.oneg they, arg.”
‘Which the king hearing, he faid-tpjhofe‘grqur‘xi

him, < Here comes Parfait in high glee: this,

X warrant you, will add. another,inch. of fat tg
hig ribs.. I fee he brings me excellent ;mejons,
and am.glad of it,. for I fhall eat a beliyfull 3
as they do not hurt me: whep they are yery
good, when I eat them’ while I aj very till_lpf
gr)_', and hefore meat, .as _my phyficians prey
cribe..' But you four fhall have yaur fhares,
So don’t run after your partridges, till you have
bad your mejons ; w.'hicg I.fhall give.you, aftex

1 have chofen my wife’s fhare-and mine, 3ngd -

two which I have promifgd.” . L
. ‘When the king had divided the par_tridggq'
and mielonis, he went to his chamber, where
he gave two melons to two lads at the door,
and whifpered fome words in their ear. Then
paffing on, .as he was in the midft of his great

chambcr, .
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chamber, ‘he faw.come out of the falcon-clofet,
Fourey, Beringuen, and La Fonts, the laft
carrying a large parcel’ wrapped up, to whom
be called, ¢ La Fonts, do you. too bring me
fomethipg for .my 'dinner #—¢ Yes, gire,”
anfwered ‘Beringuen 5 ¢.but .t is. cold feod,
and. only.fit for the eye.”—~f¢ I want,none fuch,”
replied .the. king, ¢« for. I am dying with hun<

, ‘and ‘mufb dine before: I do any thing.:
mnphile I'fhall fit down to table, -and eat my
melons, and take a glafs.of .mufcat.: . But La
Fonts, what the deuce have you there, fo well
wrapped up 2?—¢ Sire,” faid Fourcy, ¢«they.
are defigns for patterns of .diverfe forts of.
ftuffs; carpets, and .tapeftry, in which your
beft manufaturers mean to rival each.other®
% Very good,” faid the king; ¢ that will do;
to fhew my wife after dinner.. And, faith,
now I think of a man (Sully) with whom I
don’t always agree, efpecially -when what he
calls baubles and trifles are in queftion.... and
who fays often that nothing is elegant thatcofts.
double its real value., . . . Go you, Fourcy, fend,
for him now: let.ene of my. coaches go, or
vurg,” T C o
. s &8 x oom w o w

« Sire,” faid Sully to_the king, ¢ your.mae
jefty fpeaks to me fo kindly, that I fee you are
in good humour, and better pleafed with me
than you were a fortnight ago.”——¢« What,”
an{wered Henry, ¢ do you fill remember that?
That isnot mny way. Don’t you know that our’
tifs fhould never laft more than twenty-four'
hour? And I know that the laft did not pre-
veat you from fettinlgI about a good affair for

N 2

my
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my finances, the very next morning ; which -

joined with other things, great and fmall, which
thall tcl’lriou, have put me in this joyous hu-
mour. TI
months, I have not found myfelf fo light and
altive as to~day; having mounted my horfe
without fteps or affiftance. I have had a fine.
hunt; my falcons have flown well; and my
greyhounds have run fo that they have taken.
three large hares. I thought I had loft my beft
gofshawk ; it was brought back. I have a
good appetite ; I have eaten excellent melonsg’
and half-a-dozen quails have been ferved up at
my table, the fatteft and moft tender that I
ever faw. I have intelligence from Provence
that the troubles of Marfcilles are quite ap-
peafeds and like news from other provinces.
And, belides, that never was year fo fertile ;
and that my people will be greatly -enriched, if
I open the exportation. St, Anthoine writes
to me that the prince of Wales (Henry fon of
James L) is always talking to him of me, and
promifes you his friendfhip on my account.

¥rom Italy I learn that I fhall have the fatisfac-

tion, the honour, ‘and glory, of reconciling the

Venetiang with the Pope. Bongars writes to’
me from Germany, that the new king.of Swe-

den is more and more efteemed by his new

fubje&s ; and that the Landgrave of Hefle éains :
u

me every day new friends, alkes, and affured
fervants. Buzenval writes to Villeroy that the
event of the fieges of Oftend and Sluys hav-
ing proved good and evil to both parties, the
exceflive expenditure of money, the great lofs
of men, and vaft confumpt of ammunition,
on both fides, have reduced them to fuch weak-

nefs

e chief is.that, for théfe thrée .

«
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fiefs and want, that they will be equally cons
ftrained to liffen to a peace, or truce ; of whick
I muft neceffarily be the mediator and guar-
dian : a fair opeming to my wifhes of com
pofing all differences between Chriftian - prin-
ces.” , A i

< Befides,” .continued the king, <« to in-
creafe my content in all thefe good news, be-
hold me at table, furroundg¢d by worthy men, of
whofe affeCtion I am fecure ; and whom youw
judge capable, I know, of entertaining me
thg ufeful and pleafing converfation, which
will fave me from thoughts of bufinefs, till F
have finithed my dinner; for then will I hear
every body, and content them, if reafon and

uftice can.” .

« ¥ = * ¥ »

After this, the king rifing from table, -went.
to meet the queen, who was-leaving her cham-
‘ber to go to her cabinet. As foon as he faw
her at'a diftance he called out. ¢« Well, m’amie .
did not I fend you excellent melons, excellent
partridges, excellent quails ? If you had as good
an appetite as I, you muft have done them juf-
tice, for I never ate fo much; nor for a long
time have I been in fuch a good humour as to-
day. Afk Sully, he will tell you the reafonj;
and will repeat to you all the news I have re-
ceived, and the converfation that paffed: between.
him and me, and three or four others.”

¢ Indeed, Sire,” anfwered the queen, ¢ then
we” are well met to-day, for I never was more
gay, nor in better health, nor dined with bet-
ter appetite. And to prolong your joy and glad-
nefs, and mine too, I have prepared for you a

‘ M 3 ballet
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ballet :nd ecomtedy of my invention} but &
will not deny that I have been' affifted, for
Duret and La Clarelle have not - ftirred frdm my
fide all this morning, while you ‘were at thia
thace. . The ballet will reprefent, as they, hive
told me, the happinefs of the golden age; and,
the comedy, - the mboft amufing paftimesdf. the
four feafons of the year.” - R

« M’amie,” replied- the king, «I am de~
Nghted to fee you in fuch: good humdur, pray:
let us always live thus. But that your ballet:
and comedy may be well danced, ard well
feen, they muft be performed at Sully’s, in the
great hall, which I defired him to build ex-
prefsly for fuch purpofes ; and hefhall fee that
none are admitted, except thofe who. bring or=
ders to that effet. At prefent I -with to
thew you the patterns of tapeftry that Fourcy
has brought, that you may tell me your opis
mion.’

Hiflorical Chapters.

I believe it was Hume who introduced, or
revived, thofe long heterogeneous things, call-
ed chapters, in modern hiftory. Do you remem-
ber any ancient hiftory in chapters ?

A. Yes, Sir; Florus for one.

True: but they were real chapters, heads,
capita, very fhort. Livy and Dio, you know,
have about fifty books each*. Guicciardini is
in books: all claffical hiftories are in books.
Gibbon fays, that if he came to give a com-
ﬁlete revifion, and new edition, of his .work,

e would call his chapters books. How would
: you

* Dio has cighty.
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yot Iike Milton’s Paradife: Loft in chapters ?
The very idea is a folecifm, whether in. verfe:
or profe. W

, . Asheifm the offspring of Fanaticifi.

Thefe horrible affxirs inFrance are the ‘offs-
pritig 6f fanaticifin: - Yes, Sir; if the refor-
mtion had takén place thiere, as well a5 here,. -
refigion and the clergy-‘would’ have been': ref-. -
pected, as they are here. Fanatics make athe-
#ts. I I cantor believe in God, withont i -
g o0 o Ui my reafop abjures”
the deity. [ wifh religion to exift: it i8.of:
infinite ufe to fociety, and I therefore wifh it
-to be as rational ag pdflible. ‘A fynod of the
Englith church might order feveral objeion-
able tenets, and exprelfions, ‘of our worfhip to
be aitered. ' I Iove thofe'reformations that pre<
vent revolutions, by keeping pace with: the gras
dual progrefs of reafon and knowledge,’ -

Abdication'éf'Pbiﬁ;‘S ‘gf Spain.

“"Fhe abdicatibn of Philip' V.. of Spain is'one
of the oddeft events of thisicentury. Yet he,.
or- rather his ‘queen, /il direCred public affairs
after thelr rétreat to'St! Hdefonfo. :

SHe wasan artful woman:. and it is fuppefed
that the abdication was but a ftep to the fudecef-
fion to' the French throne, expeted on the
death of Louis XV. who, when a boy, was
very weakly, and not expeted to live.

[This was in‘ 1724: - But the king, his{on,
dying of the fmalkbpox, in fix or'feven months
: A ‘M4 ufter
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" after his coronation, Philip V. refumed the

fceptre, which he held till 1746.] ,
A Compliment of State.

The Duke of Bourbon demanded one of the
and-daughters of George L. as a wife for
Enis XV. The old king was pleafed with the
propofal; but anfwered, as was expeted,
- that the laws of the country prevented fuch an

alliance. ., .
- The French court knew this: but the offer

was highly flattering ; and thie was its fole in« -

tention.
Portyait of Nigon,

I was defirous to have a it of Ninon
de PEnclos : and now that I have it I don’t like
it.. She tries to look charming, you fee, and the
locks tipfy.

Lackrymatories.

The idea that lachrymatories, fo called, were
ufed for collefting tecars at Roman funerals,
feems to pafs away. Some have been found
with ftoppers, and retaining a faint fmell of

the perfumes lodged in them—their real def-"

tination.
Bourbas.

The Duke of Bourbon, who fucceeded Or-
,Jeans the regent, in the management of French
affairs, .during the minority of Louis XV. was
‘ ' but

!

Y, |
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. But a weak man ; and was ruled by his miftrefs

Madame de Prye, herfelf a weak woman. Her
Pportrait,,. whicK: L have in crayons, feems to
confirm the infipidity of her charalter, but.
thews that fhe was beautiful.

The duke had. another miftrefs, a Madame:
Teflier, a. woman of the moft infamous cha-
ratter.. ‘ :

I fuppofe the. marriage of Louis XV. ¢o the'
daughter of Staniflaus, the dethroned king of.
Poland, . to have proceeded. from female in--
trigues. 'The princefs was fo much unprepared:
for this high honour, that Madame de Prye’
was obliged to fend. her fhifts and gowns..

Devotion-of Louwis X1V..

In his eld age Louis XIV.. was either led by
his own fupérfgition, or by the artifices of his
‘wife Maintenon, to an excefs of devotion. His-
eourtiers, as ufual, rivalled him in weaknefs s
and fome of them,. it i} faid,. would. take the:

" facrament twice in a.day..

Dubois.

The infamous Abbeé, afterwards. Cardinaly,
DPubois was a proper coadjutor for the Regent
Orleans.. When the latter was.young, Dubois
was introduced- by St. Laurent to teach him
Latin ; and the abbé availed’himfelf of this-op—

ortunity to flatter his-pupil’s paffions, and-give
Eim leflons of. early depravity.. »

Soon as D’Bftrees,. Archbifhop- of Cambrai;.
died,. Dubois ran to the regent, whom he.found.
in bed. with Emily, an opera girl. - The duke

. M5 imme--
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immediately confented to appoint this worthy
ecclefiaftic to the vacant archbifhopric ; and a fo-
lemn oath by all the charms of Emily fan&xon‘

ed the claim of Dubois. '

Splendid Mifer.

Reoff’s Pinacotheca is a curious colfeélion of"
biographic portraits in miniatare. One of thenr,
a Greek, ind a fplendid mifer, w'ould form a
dramatic charaer. :

[Alluding to’ Dicheus Dichaeanus. As the
book is little known, fome extraé¥s from tha#
fingular piece c of biography may ferve to diver<
fify this lounging farrago.

Dich=zus anus’ was brought to Rome
from Greecc, when a boy, by his father, a
filverfmith. As he gréw to manhood; he be-
eame remarkable for the folemnity of his ded
meanour, and the fordidnefs of his. difpofition g
which, however, did not prevent his being chos
fen, or appointed, ene of the municipal- jndges
of that eity.

In this public- chara@er his fi ngulanues

" - became the more noted ;' and his vielence of

temper was. no valnablc chara&en{hc of the.
magiftrate.

# One day an ‘advecate came to hun to explm
the fuit oty a client; and to requeft x fpeedy dé=
eifion, In the courfe of the convetfatton the
advocate fhewed fich. Taperior: fkill in the-law,.
and fach pre-emmernice T -argument; that ‘Die
ehzus became very angry, ‘and evinced thathie
at leaft excelled in bodily ftrength, by knecking
down the advocate. © Scarcely had Dichasus. rc‘;

e
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‘M4ﬂ!é-‘gﬂo§;;:?ﬂom, ?ﬁen one' of his fel-
M‘ udg¥s;"afrayeéd in fimilar giements, enter-
ed h;“%gfho édvocate; by an wifortumate mif-.
Haké, avéhiged upon his carcafe. the drubbing he
“had reeeived frofi our judge. h :
¥ "Bt his' Moft fisgalar oddity was an’attempt
to unite the oppofite charaiters of great par-
fimeny, - and “magnificent earance, whi
“lafti he “thought' himfeff obliged to maintain,
s he claimed- a defcent 'from. the Byzintine
emperors. o "
From' his father he inherited maty. elegant
articles of furniture, and particularly an ex-
‘penfive ffdeboard of plate. The table was fpread:
twice a day, as if for grand entertainments ;.
atid the fervants wére fent out with filver dithes
‘and covers, which, after paffing a few fireets,.
‘they brought back emipty as they wert out’;
while their mafter, amidit all this fhew, was.
dining én cheap vegetables, or fometimes a
morfel of pork or mutton. His fupper, thus.
Hplendidh arra‘}iqd, wis 'an eglf, or afew olives,.
with a gill of four wiite., .
 -After Ris miferible’ meals, evéry particle of
bread that fell was carefully gathered, and. pre--
féived to entich the {oup of a futuie day. .
-Ta his cook ' wood. Wak given out by mea--
fure, and he was charged to lend nothing to.
any neighbour, upon pain of forfeiting 2 day’s
wages. b T -
In the evening fix grand filver: candlefticks:

. wete biught . into his apartment. I any vi-

fitor came in, Dichzus lighted.one of. the can--
dles; then walking about the room he lighted.
another, and extinguithed the firft; and fo on,,
till the fixth eandic had its turn.. Beyond tl’;’i:‘-
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he permitted no vifit to” laft, but difmiffed. his

company, and withdrew to his bedroom, where

a little iamp alone enlightened the darknefs. . : ,

When he went out his fervants attended him
in rich liveries; but on their return they wexe
ordered to refume their own clothes, that th
might not wear out the fplendour of their m
ter. His coachman once doubling his cloke’
under him, Dichzus ftopped his chariot in the
midft of Rome, and alarmed the city by his
threats and imprecations. : .

Sometimes, for the greater flate, two fel-
lows were hired to attend him, whom he drefled
out .in filken robes, and dn his return firipped
and difmifled..

In the winter no fire was permitted, exeept .

in the kitchen. His fervants were ordered tor
walk in the fun, or if the fky were cloudy, te:
run races, or .draw water from a deep well,
that they might be warmed without the expence-
of fire. He himfelf was fhut up- in his bed-
room, over a miferable fpark, fuftained by alk
-*the dirty and  wafte paper, which he had care-
fully colleted during the other feafons of the
ear. :
Y During his Iaft ficknefs, when. he was puz.-
zled to whom he fhould bequeath his property;,
a letter eame from a relation,. written on aa
inch of paper. .Inftead of heing enraged at fuch
difretpeét, his avarice got the better of his.pride,,
and he declared the writer his heir, eftecming
him worthy ¢ be his fucceflor in parfimony.]

\ A& of Friendfbip.

A Cambridge gentleman, of undoubted VQ.?
. racity,‘told me a flory, which he had from a

yonng

_-—
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mng man, whofe father, a miller in that neigh-
rhood, was the ‘perfon concerned. ’I%us
miller, about three o’clock in a fummer morn-
ing, was driving his cart along an old track,
rather than road, near Cambridge, and the
young man,-then a boy, withhim. The wheel
fuddenly finking in, they freed the cart, and-
perceived that the wheel had broken the top of
alittle kind of brick-vault. This exciting their
curiofity, they opened more of the vault, and
found large pieces of iron, and fome fmaller

. under them of a yellow metal. Sulpefting it
" to be gold, they picked it up carefully. i

Soon after a friend of theirs going to Lon-
don, they defired him to fell thofe bits of yel-
low metal 5 and he brought them thirty pounds
as their fhare, after deducting expences. How-.
ever, this falfe friend, foon after kept race-
horfes, and went into different kinds of extra-
vagance, living at a greatrate for a fhort time.
But not being fuccefsful, he died-of what is
called 2 broken heart, and confefled on his,
death-bed, that he had received nine hundred:.
pounds for the gold.. ) ’

Impious Piety.

The name of God has often been addly mif~
ied. I have got a warming-pan that be-.
Yonged to Charles II. and was probably ufed for
the beds of his miftrefles. Itis infcribed, Serve
God, and live for ever.

Painting on Velvet. . . n
_That is, a fpecimen of a newly-i'nventnd.‘,

agt of painting on velvet. You may fit on
ST 1t,
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it, rub it, bruth it, and it

is. ‘never  the
'or&‘ v aLa, .

. el

- Quem of Fames IL. .
Lord Hailes is very rich in anecdotes.” Fe

s now in-town, but-1 was. fhocked to fee-him ;
he is fo il with a paralytic complaint ‘that ‘he

ean hardly fpeak. He told me that the -Earl-

of Stair, when embaffador in France, fhewed
marks of refpe@ to the exiled queerr of James:

II. She fent to thank him, and td fay, that the- .

had received lefs attention,- where fhe had rea-
fon to expe&t more..

Stair faid that ‘the "queen bitterly lamentedi
the mifcondu&t of her. hufband, and. (mp\lte&
the whole blame to Father Petre. ve T

Miniatures.

“The chief boaft of my colleQien i3 the por-
teaits of eminent and remarkable perfons, par--
ticularly. the miniatures, and enamels ; which,,
fo far as I con difcover, are - fuperior to-any:
ether colle&tion whatever. The works I pof-
fefs of Ifaac and Peter Oliver are the beft ex~-

tant ; and thofe I bought in Wales for 300 gui~

neas are as well preferved as when. they came.

from the pencil.. - : oo
Strawberry-Hill..

The name Strawberry-hill. was not, as fome:

fuppofe, a:modern appellation. 1In the old leafes.

i is named Strawberry-hill Shot. The houfe-

was. built by a nobleman’s coachman for a.

~ lodging«

— e ——— .

——— . s &
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Jodging-houfe; and fome people of rank kved
ii it before it came to me. » L

" Reynolds.

8ir Joftiva Reynolds gets avaricious in his
eld age. My piCture of the young ladies
Waldegrave is douptlefs very fine and graceful ;
but it coft me 8oc guineas. '

Ananas.

The culture of pinc-apples was certainl
known in England in the time of Charles H.
as that pi€ture on my right hand fhews ~ It re-
prefents Rofe the gardener prefenting a pine-
apple to Charles ; and the likenefs of the king
18 too marked, -and his features too well known,, .
t0 leave any room for doubt..

' Lot

Orx’gi'naj Letter.

“Stravberry-bill, Aug. ¥9, 1389,
DEAR SIR, : '

I witl not ufé many words, But enough I
hope to convince you that I meant no itony m
my laft. All I Eiid. of you, and of myfelf,
was very fincere. It is my truc opinion that
your underftanding is one of the firongeft; mtoft.
wanly, and clesreft, I ever knew’ and as [
hold my own to be of a very inferior kind, and
Erow it to be incapable of all found deep ap--
flication, to all abfira& fcience and abftra&k
peculation, Ifhould have been foelith and very

. - pactial,
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partial, if I had attempted to fneer at you oz
your purfuits. Mine have always been- light,.
trifling, and tended to nothing but my cafual
amufement—I will not fay, without a httle vain.
ambition of fhewing fome parts, but never:
with induftry fufficient to- make me apply them
to any thing folid. My ftudies, if they could.
be called fo, and my produtions, were alike
defultory. In my latter age I difcovered the
futility both of my objefts and writings—I felt.
how infignificant is the repatation of an author-
of mediocrity; and that, being no. genius*, E.
only added one name more to.a lift of writers;
but had told. the world: nothing but wiat it
could as well be without. Thefe refleftions:
were the beft proofs of my fenfes and when L
could fee through my own vanity, there is lefs
wonder at my difcovering that fuch talents,. as-
I might have had, are impaired at feventy-two.
Being juft to-myfelf, I am not fuch a coxcomb.
as to be unjuft to--you.. Nor did I cover any-
irony towards yon in the opinien T gave you ofc
making deep writings palatable to the mafs of’
readers. Examine my words, and I am fure:
you will find thatif there was any thing ironic:
in my meaning, it was levelled at your readers,,
notat you.. It is my opinion that whoever withes.
to be.read by many, if his fubje@ is weighty
and folid,  he muft treat the majority. with more
than is to his purpofe. Do. not you. believe
that twenty name Lucretius, becaufe of the
poetic commencements. of his books, for five:
that wade through his philofophy 2. ‘
) ) I promifed.
® Too modeft.. The author of the Myfterious Mother-

was undoubtedly a man of. genius~as well-as.of wit and ge--
auine taite. 4 € o &
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I promifed to fay but little—and if I have

“explained myfelf clearly, I have faid enough.

It is not my chara@er to be a flatterer. 1 do

moft fincerely think you capable of great things ;

and I fhould be a Pitiful knave if 1 told you fo,
unlefs it was my opinion. And what end could
it anfwer to me? Your courfe is but begin-
ning—mine is almoft terminated. I do not
want ‘you to throw a few daifies on my grave® 5
and if you make the figure I augur you will,
I fhall not be a witnefs to it. Adieu! Dear
Sir, pray believe me, what I am, .

Yours moft fincerely,
Hor, WaLrorLE.

* o= fine pondere terram,
Spirantefque crocos, ¢t in urna perpetuum ver.

Gentle {pirit, the interefted arts and infinuations that mif->
led thy two laft years of ¢xtreme old age, when even talents
glimmer ere they dic, fhall never injure the impreflions of
gratitude, '

' APPENDIX.
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ART L

LIST OF BOOKS PRINTED AT $TRA W-
BERRY-HILL,

ODES by Mr. Gray, 1787 1100, 4t0¢

Part of Hentzner, 12mo. 1757. 220.

Royal and Noble Authors, 12mo. 1758, 30e.

Fugitive Pieces, ditto. 200

‘W hitworth’s Ruffia ditto. 700,

Spence’s Parallel, ditto. 700.

Bentley’s Lucan, 4to. 1759. g5oo.

Anecdotes of Painting, 1761. 6oo.

Second Edition, ditto.

Herbert’s Life, 4to. 1764. 200.

Lady Temple’s Poems, 1764. 100.

Cornelie Tragedie, 12mo. 1768, 200, 150,
went to Paris.

Myfterious Mother, 12mo. 1768. 5o copies.

Hoyland’s Poems, 12mo. 1769. 300.

Memoires.
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Memoires de Grammont, 4to 1471, 100. 30
to Paris. .
Letters of Edward VI. 4to 177t 200.
Mifcellaneous Antiguities,;q4tas 4472 1500,
Mr. Fltzpamck’s Donnda. 1. AN Fox’s verfes
to Mrs. Crew, 1775. 300.
The fleepwalker Com. 1778. 4§ copies.
Letter to Editor of Chatterton, 1779 200.
Mr. Miller’s' Verfes to Lady Horace Walde- -
grave, 1780. 130. :
Fourth Vol. Anecdotes of Painting., 600, L
Printed in 1770, not Publifhed dll 1780,
Mr: Jones’s Ode¢ on Lord Althorp’s Marriage,
1781. aso. ‘
I.etter from Thomas Walpole, 4to. :781.

Tunﬂauon by the Duke of Nivemou, 1785.
400. 200 went to Paris.

This lit of the ftrawberry-hill books was copu-
ed in Mr. Walpole’s prefence.

ART
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/
ART IL .
\ - . :
THE OLD FRENCH POEMS REFERRED TC,
» VOL. IL P. 73..

Combien eft heureufe la vie de Celuy qui fait [a
demeure aux champs, par Philippe de Vitrac,
Evefgue de Meaux. '

Sous feuille verde, fur herbe dele&able,
Sur ruy bruyant, et fur claire fontaine,
Trouvay fichée une borde portable R
La mangeoit Gontier avec dame Helenc.

Frais fromage, lait, beurre fromagee,
Créfme, maton, prune, noix, pomme, poirey
Cibot, oignon, efcalogne froyee,

‘Sur croufte bife, au gros fel, pour micux boire.

Au goumer beurent, et oifillons harpoyent,
Pour rebaudir et le dru et la drue;

Qui par amours depuis s’entrebaifoyent,

Et bouche et née, et polie et barbue.

Quand eurent prins des doux mets de nature,
Tantoft Gontier, hache au col, au bois entre :
Et dame Helene fi mit toute fa cure °

A ce buer* qui coeuurs dos et ventre.

Joui Gontier, en abbattant fon arbre,
Dieu mercier de fa vie tres feure : -
« Ne {cay, dit il, que foint piliers de marbre,
¢ Pommeaux luifans, mure veftue de pein-
Cture. :
*To wath linen.

«Te

———— &
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¢¢ Je n’ay paour de trahifon, tiffue

¢ Sous bien femblant ; ne qu'empoifonne foye
¢« En vaiffeau d’or. Je n’ay la tefte nue

% Devant tyran, ny genouil qui fe ploye.

« Verge d’huiflier jamais ne me deboute,
¢ Car jufques la ne me prend convoitife.
« Ambition ne lefcherie gloute :

¢ Labour me paift en joyeufe franchife.

¢« Paym dame Heleine, et elle moy fans faille,
« Et Ceft affez: de tombel n’avons cures”
Lors dis, Helas! Serf de cour ne vaut maille !
Mais franc Gontier vaut en or gemme pure !

Combien
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Combien ¢ff miferadle la vie du Tyran: P“"
Pierre & Alliac, Evefgue. dé 'bambraj.

TN chafteau feay fur roche efpouventable,
En lieu venteux, la tive perilleufe: = =~ . "’
La vy tyrdn, feant a haute table,

En grand palais, en fale plantufufe.

Environné de famille pompeufe,
Pleine de fraude, d'envie, et de murmure
Vuide de foy, d’amaur, de paix joyeufe,
Serve fubjecte par convoiteufe ardure.

Vins et viandes avoit il fans mefure,
Chairs et poiffons occig en mainte guife;
Froulls, et faufles de diverfe teinture,
Et entremets failts par art a devife..

Le mal glouton par tous guerte et advife,
Pour apetit trouver, et quiert maniere '
Comment fa bouche, de lefcherie efprife,
Son ventre empliffe comm’bourfe pantonniere.

Mais fac a.fiene, pulente cimetiere,
Sepulcre 3 vin, corps boufhi, craffe panfe,
Pour tous fes biens en foy n’ alie chiere,
Car ventre faoul n’a en faveur plaifance.

Ne le delite, jeu, ris, bal, ne danfe,

Car tant convoite, tant quiert, et tant defire,
Qu’enrien quil ayt n’a vraye fuffifance ; '
Acquerir veut ou Royaume ou Empire.

Pour
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Pour avarice fent douvloureux martire ;
Trahifon doute, en nully ne fe fie:
Cceur a felon, enfle d’orgueil et d’ire,
Trifte, penfif, \plein de melancalie.

Las, trop mieux vaut de franc Gontier la vie,
Sobre liefle, et nette pourete,

Que pourfuyvir, par orde gloutonnie,

Coaur de tyran, riche matheurete |

ART:
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Two Letters' from Horace Walpole tothe Earl of
. . Buchan. .
LETTER L |

]

' Berkeleyfquare, Des. 1. 1781,

I au truly fenfible of, and grateful for, your,
lordfhip’s benevolent remembrance of me, an

fhall receive with great refpe& and pleafure, ‘

the colle&ion your lordfhip has been pleafed to
order to be fent to me. I muft admire too, my
lord, the generous affiftance that you have lent
to your adopted children; but more forcibly.
than all I feel your pathetic expreffions an the:
diftréfs of the public, which is vifible even in.
this extravagant and thoughtlefs city. The
number of houfes to be let in every ftreet, who-
ever runs may read. At the time of your writs,
ing your letter, fyouy lordfhip did not know the
accumulation of misfortune and difgrace that
has fallen. on us; nor fhould I wifh to be the.
trumpeter of my country’s calamities. Yet as,
they muft flaat on the furface of the mind, and
blend their hue with all its emanations, they fug-
geft this refle¢tion, that there can be no time fo.
proper for the inftitution of inquiries into paft
ftory as the moment of the fall of an empire—

a nation becomes a theme for antiquaries, when,

it ceafes to be one for an hiftorian ! and,
while its ruins are frefh and in legible prefer-,

vation.
I congratulate your lordfhip on the difcovery.
of the Scottifh monarch’s portrait in Suabia, and
am

Ll
-




APYREDIX. “22g
am forry you did not happen to fpecify of which;
but mnm-tﬁnk of trm your lordthip.to
write again on purpofe ; I may.probably find
it mentioned in fome of the papers 1 fhall* re-.
ceive.

Thete is one paffage in your lordthip’s letter,
in which I cannot prefume to think myfelf in-
cluded, and yet if I could fuppofe I wae, it
would look like - moft 'impertinent negle® and
unworthinefs of the honour that ;our lordfhip
and the fociety has done me, if I" did not at
leaft offer very humbly to obey it. You are
pleafed to fay, my lord, that the members, when

" authors, have agreed to give copies of fuch of

their - works as’ any way relite ta the ob-
je&s. of the inflitution. . Amongft my very
triffing publicatioris, I think theve‘are none.that -
can t{crctend even remotely to that diftin&ion,.
but the Catalogue of Rogl.and Noble Authors,
and the Anecdotes of Painting, in each of
which ase Scottith authors or artifts. If thefe
fhould be' thought worthy of a corner.on any
fhelf of the fociety’s library, I thould be prond
of fending, at your lordfhip’s command, the.
original . edition of the firft. Of the latter X
have not a fingle fet left but my own. But E
am printing 2 new edition in otavo, with ma.
ny additions and corre(tions, though without -
cuts, as the former edition ‘was too dear for
many artifts to purchafe. . Thc new I will fend -
when finithed, if 1 could hope it would be ac--
ceptable, and your lordthip would pleafe to tell
me by what channel.

I am afhamed, my lord, to have faid fo much,
or any thing, relating to myfelf. Iafk your

- N - pardon

~
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on .too vilér" the ﬂo:ppiy vrwlg -of voy lonr
tes, ,but lmnd»p +inth 1ame 20d {haking, . ansd
I.fould but - wyite worfe if Iattempted trane
feritbg.. i havg dxchomnz .to. be, .with gmt.
rcfpc&,

e My,
) Iwhmdlhxp?pmoa:obedm
an&ohhgzdhnmblefmmt,
Hoz. 'Wmau.

--JP 8. Inm dns mmwt flarted into -xoy;
. miod, my lord, that T have lieard thcth amh&
old oaftie-at longing and a 4
to the Deke mrqnmd’? hanfe, mm)
aintings or poftraits .of tht -ancicns:
Konfe- ofp Lenox. - I recolle@ too, that A Fathee:
Gordon, fupérior.of. the - Scots'collcge at Raiizy
fhewed-me a .whols fengih of Qucen Mazyy
ung; and which'he belicved was passiscd whils:
ﬁ wag . of France. -Her ihr.wgdme ‘100
the ori letter fhe wtote. the. heforo hee-
ciecutiony fome deeds of. Scox::gn ‘kings, and.
one.iof King. (1. shink :Robert) Bruce, vemarkm

abk for haying no feal appcnchu.t, which, .Fas
thet Gordon faid, was executad in she gme ofx
) hufogreatdrﬁrefsthathcw nos ok,
a feal. Lfhall .be y if thefc.hmu lead o
any. mvdhganon of. ufg-p S
B )

Y

‘
'

I S
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Letter. 1L
. Strawkerry-bill, May 12,1783
. * MY LORD, b '
* 181D not know, till I réceived the honour
of your lordfhip’s letter, thdt any dhftru@ion
had been given to your chartér. 1 congratulate
your lordihip and the focicty on the defeat of
that oppofition, which. does fiot feem to have
been aliberal one.  The purfuit of national g
tiquities has rarély ‘been an obje&, I belicve,
with 4ny univerfity 3 why fhould they obflinéf
othiérs from marching in that track ? I have of="
ten thought the Englith Society of Antiquaries’
Rgve gone out of their way when they theddled
with 'Ro'man remains, efpecially if hot difco’
‘vered within ouf ifland. Were 1 to fpeak out,
I'thotld own that I hold moft reliques’ of thjé‘:
Romaris, that have been found in Britain, of
little ‘confequence, unlefs relating to fich em- :
perors as vifited us. Provincial armies ftationed,
1 fo remote and barbarous a’ quarter as we weré
atted little, produ¢ed Iittle worth being
remémbered.  Tombftones ereted té legion-
afy dfficers and their families, now .dignified
mhc'ﬁde of Inferiptions ; and bauksand ditches .
it farrounded camps, whith we underftand
miuch better by books and- plans, than by fuch |
faint fragments, are given with much pomp, '
and téfl us nothing new. Your lordfhip’s new
foumdation feems to proceed on a much moré
rational and more ufgf_ni plan. Thé biography
of the ilfuftrious of your country will be an
honout to Stddtand, ;g thofe ‘iltuftrious, andt;
Go 0 2 e
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the authors; and ‘may contribute confiderably
to the general hiftary ; for the inveftigation of
particular lives may bring out many anecdotes
that may unfold fecrets of ftate, or explain paf-
fages in fuch hiftories’ as have been already-
written ; efpecially as the manners of “the times
may enter into private biography, though before
Voltaire manners were rarely weighed in gene-
ral hiftory, though very. often the fources.of
confiderable events. 1 fhall be very happy to
fee fuch lives as fhall be publifhed, while, { re.
main 3live. e T I
I cannot centribute any thing of confequence.
to your lordthip’s meditated account of . John-.
Law. I have heard many anecdotes of him,.
though - none- that I can warrant, particulatly
that of the duel for which he fled carly. . I met
the other day with an account in fome French
literary gazette, J forget avhichy of his baving
,c,atrief{ off the. wife of another man, Lady
Cathering Law- his wife lived, duripg his power
in France, jn the moft ftately manner. ..Your .
Jordfhip knows te be fure that he died apd is .
buried at Venice. I have two of thyee, diffes
rent prints of him, pnd an excellept head. of ,
him in crayons by Rofalba, -the beft of her por-,
tipits, It certainly very like, for. were, the.
flowing wig converted into a female head-drefs, -
it would be the. ¢xa& refemblance of Lady Wals ;
lingford, his daughter, whom I feg frequently.,
at the Duchefs of Mougrofe’s, and who has by}
no means a look of the age to which the is ar- -
rived. Law wasa very extraordinary man, but
not at all an eftimable one.. ~ o
Dr. Bunter’s magnificent future donation .
will be a great addition to°the collection of . cu~
T " riofities

- -
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riofities in Scotland, though, I fuppofe, not -
much conne@ed with the purfuits of your fo-
ciety : but it will gratify the thirft of know-
ledge’ which -does your country, my -lord, fo
much honour. N

I fhall with much to fee Lord Hailes's life
of Barclay; and the other of James IR. when

finithed, and that of the regent Murray. :May

I afk your lordfhip if there is any portrait known
of they‘;aﬂ? P . Y}Pf’: oo

I don’t remember whether J ever told your
Jordfhip that there .are many charters of your
ancient kings preferved in the Scots college at
Paris, and probably many other curiofities. "I
think-1 did mention many paintings of the old
‘houfe of Lenoxin the ancient caftle at Aubigny,
‘Was not one of your countrymen, my lord,

" conftable of France? I fufpe@ my memory is

worfe than it was, and therefore you will excufe
me both if I make miftakés, forget names, or
repeat what I have faid before, when zeal to
obey your commands draws me into blunders

-or tautology. Ihave the honour to be

Your lordfhip’s
Moft obedient, humble fervant, . .

Hor. WaLPoLE,
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~ ART.IV.
T the Editor of the Monthly Mogamine, - -

Your anecdote concerning Lady “Wortley
Montague, containing the affertion—¢ When
the publication was about’ to .take place,. Lord
Bute, who had married her daughter, fent for
the editor, and effered one- hundred pounds to
fopprefs them. - “The' fnan | took ‘the ‘money)
ﬁom_ifed'—-and‘ publified”—is a grofs miftake.

y worthy and intimate friend, the Rev. Ben-
jamin Sowden, of Rotterdam, who died dut
sing the American conteft, informed me, in
fome of thofe annual vifits he paid to Ipfwich
- {where I was once fettléd), and to Eondon, td
the following purpofe : “When Lady Mary
‘Wortley Montague was returning from the ‘cons
tinent to England, fhe refided for *a ‘while at
Rotterdam, waiting for a twenty-gun fiigate to
bring her fafely over, as it was a time of wat.
During her ftay Mr. Sowden waited upon. her.
His good-fenfe, agreeable converfation, and
fuitable condu&, were fo pleafing to her lady-
fhip, that fhe made him a.prefent of her man~
ufcript létters ; and, in her own hand-writing,
attefted:her having given them to Mr. Sowden.
Lady Butg having been informed (probably by
Lady Montague’s chaplain), that the manu-
feripts of her ladyfhip were in the poffeffion '
of Mr. Sowden, claimed them of him. He
confulted, if I miftake not, among others,
Meflrs. Cliffords, the hankers. Lord Bute
Was'acquainted with the particular donatiml: of

them
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theh to Mr. Sowlen. ‘Thd pivily théthi -
as am Ill‘geJ. - At" hug‘h“ﬁd}s» Cﬁh_.g
and Mr: Sowden concluding,- that a proper ac-
knowledgment for fo valuable a manufcript
tréafure would undoubtedly bé made, the ‘let-
ters were fafely conveyed fo Lady Bute. No
acknowledgment was made. Thé letters were
fhortly after publithed, . and, bad: an: amyaing’
fale. This raifed the fpirits of ‘Meflrs. Cliffords
and Sowden, and fuch . meafures . wexe ; takeny
that the latter was prefented . with three hun-
dred pounds. It was at ledyth difcavered, that
a Scotchmar, Who was ‘to: ¢tijoy thid wilole
s!r:ﬁts of the impreffion, paid the three hun-

d pounds. I remember, that meeting Mr.
Sowden afterwards at Mr. Fields, the bookfel-
ler, the- latter faid to the former, if we had
poflefied the publifhing and fale of them joint-
ly, we thould each have gotten three hundred
pounds. :

Yopr humble fervant,

Wrrry Gorpon.
84, Neat's, : St 8
0".’ 9 !7’8' ° 1

~ . ¢
. B
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#.* This wale is far from heing clearly told.
" Perhaps for editer, in Mr. Walpole’s account

" ‘of the tranfaltion, we fhould read dookfeller,

_ The matter is, indeed, of little moment,
the chief obje@ being the authenticity of
Lady M. W. Montague’s letters, which Mr

" Geordon’s ftory confirms.

Bevenl other epifties cencerning the Walpolx
" ana.are omitted, as procceding on ‘mere

mifapprehenfion, or difference of opinion.

|
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